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RAT FARM ING

Philadelphia’s W ister Institute, part of the University of Pennsyl
vania, specializes in breeding white rats, cousin of the gray rat, not 
ordinary sewer rats, tha t carried plague.

The rats live and breed in a special ra t establishm ent costing 
$60,000 and are shipped to scientific bodies all over the world, including 
Japan, th a t scientists may work on “standardized rats,” and compare 
results satisfactorily.

The rats live, die and submit to disease infection, knowing as 
little  as human beings about the why or wherefore. Little do they 
dream tha t the ir tissues, structure, growth and digestive processes 
happen to resemble those of men, and that they breed, live, die only 
to save a higher race from death. Even so, they know as much as we 
do about primal causes and final purposes.

Many do not realize the good these animals do for the human race 
and I am pleased to give my method of care and feeding.

I find sugar cases make ideal breeding cages for Rats, and I make 
them on the same design as the rabbit hutch. I make the front to take 
out in one piece, the bottom board being 4 in. to 5 in. deep, and to this is 
hinged a framework 2 x ½  in., which is covered with perforated tin  or 
zinc, which I consider is warm er than wire netting. When complete, 
the whole can be taken out for cleaning, also a t feeding time the bottom 
board keeps the youngsters from falling out of the box. I fix a shelf 
4 inches wide across the box a t the back, about 4 inches from top. This 
I find gives the stock exercise, also they like to lie on it when resting.
I also put in a few ventilation holes, inches in diam eter, covered 
with zinc, they being a t the back, near the top. These give the air a 
free circulation. I do not favor nest boxes, for the reason that if there 
is a scarcity of ventilation the R ats’ breath condenses, with the result 
the bedding becomes wet, and this causes rough ears and tails; for 
this reason also, I do not give any bedding unless the doe is ready to 
kindle. I give plenty of clean dry sawdust and clean out twice a week. 
W here there is bedding given I find the Rats carry all their soft food into 
this and it becomes wet, the result being rough ears and tail. Another 
cause of rough ears is the want of cooling food for the blood, the blood
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being overheated. Give plenty of green food, dandeloins, carrots, tu r
nips, broccoli leaves, new grass, any of which are readily eaten up and 
the Rats seem to enjoy them. When such are not available, a little flow
ers of sulphur mixed in the soft food is very beneficial.

I feed my Rats exactly the same as my Mice, viz., best whole white 
oats and wheat equal parts for corn, stale bread soaked in cold water, 
then squeeze out most of the water and dry off with a little Poultry 
Meal, making it crumbly moist and not too sticky, or it soon becomes 
sour, and injurious if eaten. There is nothing like handling the stock. 
I handle the babies as soon as they run about, and they soon get to 
know th a t I do not intend to do them any harm. This gains their con
fidence, w ith the result th a t they look for it each feeding time and never 
get wild or shy. W here many make the m istake, is that they put them 
in a box and then throw in the food and bang the door to lest they 
should escape. The result is tha t a few days the Rats, instead of look
ing for you and hearing your cherry voice a t feeding time, dash about 
and try to get as far away as possible; thus the budding novice gets fed 
up and clears out, the fault being all his own, through mismanagement.

Visitors who see my stock invariably say: “Oh! how beautifully 
clean and tame they are, I thought they were like the wild rats.” The 
chief point to watch is cleanliness, free from damp and draught, and 
not kept in too exposed a position. If the Rats should develop a slight 
cold, which is noticed by the peculiar whistling and wheezing, especially 
in damp, foggy weather, a few drops of eucalyptus oil and spirits of 
camphor, mixed and put in the corners of the box, will soon effect a 
cure. Should the rough ears and tails turn up, make an ointm ent from 
a bit of leaf fa t (pork) without salt, rendered down and dried off with 
a little flowers of sulphur. A few dressings will effect a cure, 
and if they eat any of it, it will do them no harm. I find ra ts  very 
immune from disease, and the death rate is not one per cent.

One very good feature is you can keep any number of adult bucks 
together as they will agree, and you can add to or reduce the number 
any time, and they do not fight. This also applies to the does, whereas 
with adult buck Mice it is murder to put strange adults together. A Rat 
can be trained by a child to become a m ost in teresting  and intelligent 
pet, to my personal knowledge.

MICE FARM ING
Raising Mice for the fancy as well as commercial purposes can be 

made a paying proposition and there is a great demand for them for 
experimental work in laboratories a t present, and considering space 
required are profitable.

Another advantage over other animals is that Mice can be kept 
almost anywhere, so long as they are free from draught, which is their 
worst enemy. If you have an outhouse of any description, so much the 
better; if not, they can be kept in the cellar, the attic, a spare bedroom, 
or even in the coal-place. When the prospective breeder has settled 
where he or she is going to keep the stock, he m ust decide as to the 
kind of breeding cage he is going to use. I favour a box 18 ins. long, 
9 ins. deep, and 9 ins. wide, with a partition 6 ins. from one end to  pro
vide a nest box, and two holes cut in the lid, as per sketch, for ventila
tion, and covered with gauze.

It is not even essential to go to such an expense as this, for a com
mon dry soap box with lid, a hole cut in each end and covered with
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gauze, and partitioned for nest box, will do ju st as well, although it does 
not look so workmanlike.

The care of your stock is very simple, but they m ust receive reg
ular attention. Clean the cages and give fresh hay a t least once every 
week, twice if possible. Feed regularly, as the Mice get to know when 
they should be fed, and regular feeding goes a  long way tow ards keep
ing them in condition. It does not really m atte r whether you feed twice 
or once daily, bu t if you feed twice give them  good sound oats and a 
little canary or m illet seed at morning, and a t night a little soaked 
bread, squeezed alm ost dry. If you are out a t business all day, you 
may feed them a t night only, giving them  all their food a t one time, but 
which ever way you s ta rt, continue in the same way.

Don’t keep too many Mice in one cage, as this not only causes a 
disagreeable smell, but soon puts the Mice out of condition. An adult 
buck a d two does are quite sufficient for a cage of the size mentioned 
above. When the does show signs of pregnancy take the buck away, 
and see that the does have an extra bit of soft food when you feed them. 
About five or six days afte r the youngsters arrive, they may be ex
amined, and their num ber reduced to four or five i order th a t they may 
obtain proper nourishm ent from the mother, otherw ise they will be 
weaklings when they m ature and of very little use for breeding. Don’t 
in-breed too much, as this tends to reduce the size and quality of the 
stock.
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S O U T H  C A R O L IN A

V aughn , C. A ., Q ueen & L o g an  S ts ., C h a rle s to n , S. C.

S O U T H  D A K O T A

A nderson , E m il G., M cIn to sh , S. D .. F lem ish  G ian ts.
A nderson , N ie ls , P e te r ,  Y a n k to n , S. D.
B ates, M ark  J r . ,  L e tc h e r , S. D.
B arrey , R . H ., 1533 S. M in n . A ve., S ioux F a lls  So. D ak o ta .
B urch , F . L ., Box 76, S ioux  F a lls ,  S . D ., G ian ts, H a v a n a s , A m . B lues. N ew  Z e a lan d s  

D ’A rg e n ts , L ila c s , B lue , B lack  a n d  T o rto ise , D u tch .
C la rk , J .  A ., 12 th  & H o lly  A ve., S ioux  F a lls , S. D ., N . Z e a la n d . B el., A m . B lues, C avies. 
E llio tt. W. H ., 1630 N . G ra n g e  A ve ., S ioux  F a lls , S. D ., B lack  F lem ish , A m erican  B lues. 

N ew  Z e a lan d , R u fu s  R ed  B e lg ian s .
C osgrove, D av id , R . R . N o. 4, P la t te ,  S. D ., H im a la y a n s , R u fu s  R ed, B el. W h ite  E n g . 
D unn. L. L ., H a r r is b u rg ,  S. D .. C h in c h illa s  an d  B lu e  F o x .
F isch er. F re d e ric k , R . R . 2, M ad ison , S. D .. F lem ish .
L a rsen , V a ld e m a r, V ib o rg . S. D ., N ew  Z ea land .
M ellon. C., B u rd e t te , C an o v a , S. D ., B e lg ian  H a re s .
G ro tjohn , H a r ry ,  R . N o. 14, F la n d re a u , So. D ., N ew  Z e a lan d s .
O ’K ane, J o h n  J r . ,  B ox 690 11 th  a n d  H esack  S t., H u ro n . S. D ., B e lg ian s  & N ew  Z ea lan d s . Han se n, E m il, 295 W . 4 th  S t., S ioux  F a lls , S. D ., A m e ric a n  B lues.

Rodem eyer, M rs. J .  H ., B ox  476, M obridge , S. D ., N ew  Z e a lan d s .
P e te rso n , K. C., C o lto n , S. D ., F le m ish  G ian ts.
Som m er, C has. P ., S o m m e r’s P o u ltry  Y a rd s , P a rk s to n ,  S. D.
Reid, A. J . ,  211 F re n c h , S io u x  F a lls ,  S. D ., C h in c h illa s  a n d  H a v a n a s .
T a llm an , H . J . .  S t ib la r  R a b b itry , W a te r to w n , S. D „  A m e r ic a n  B lues a n d  B e lg ian  H are s . 
R ickm eye r, H . M ., P . O . B ox  N o. 105, A b e rd een  S. D ., C h in c h illa s .
V an S lyke, R . N ., 1419 E a s t  4 th  S t.. S ioux  F a lls .  S. D ., R a b b its , F lem ish . C hecks. A m .

S kordah l, B .  V .  Box N o . 277, V e rm illio n , S. D ., C heckered  G ian ts , C h in ch illas . 
W heeler, M ., 1101 S. 2nd  A ve., S ioux  F a lls . S. D ., C heckered  G ian ts  a n d  B elg ians . 
W hitehead , M aym e, C a re  W . H . E l lio t t ,  1630 N . G ra n g e  A ve., S io u x  F a lls , S. D.

T E N N E S E E

A inslie , Geo. G ., R . R . K n o x v ille , T e n n ., G u inea  P ig s , W h ite  M ice, R a ts .
B u tch er, W . N ., 910 B ro ad w ay , K n o x v ille , T e n n ., F lem ish  G ian ts .
A rn d t, F r a n k , C a re  J .  S. H ay es , R . R . N o. 12, K n o x v ille , T e n n . R a b b its .
G ibbins, A . A ., 720 E . M a in  S t., M ary v ille , T e n n .
D av en p o rt. M rs. A dd ie , R . R . N o. 8, B ox N o. 184, K n o x v ille . T e n n ., C avies.
H aney , Geo. W ., 127 D a v a n t  A ve., M em ph is, T e n n .. N ew  Z e a lan d s .
M cN eil. M ar. T . S ., 223 T a y lo r  S t., Box 44, B ris to l, T e n n .
Mills, Rev. J .  E., M artin , Tenn., Chinchillas.

T E X A S

A dam s. C has. J . ,  525 E . M u n so n  S t., D en ison . T ex ., N ew  Z ea lan d s .
A kin . J .  W ., 1205 B u r n e t t  S t., W ic h ita  F a lls , T ex ., N ew  Z e a lan d s .
A nd erso n . J .  W .. 519 S an  P e d ro  A ve.. S a n  A n to n io . T ex .
B ach m an . J a s .  R ., 1204 H o llid ay  S t., W ic h ita  F a lls . T e x ., F lem ish  G ian ts.
B ro w n , J o e  C ., 802 C h e s tn u t S t.. B onham , T e x ., C avies.
C arson . B en . R . R . 6, Box 91 B .. F t .  W o rth . T e x .. C heckered  Gi. & N . Z. & Am . B lues. 
D eM ontel, E lm e r  C., 1011 C ity  N a t 'l  B an k . W ic h ita  F a lls , T ex ., R u fu s  R ed B e lg ian s . 
D ew berry , T . N ., 3229 A v en u e  I.. F o r t  W o rth . T e x .. B e lg ian s . N ew  Z e a lan d s  a n d  G ian ts. 
D ew ees, R . L .. B ox 373 S ta . A .. F t .  W o rth . T e x .. F lem ish  C h in c h illa s . N ew  Z ealand . 
D ow ns. Lee. 2206 G ra n t S t., R. 3, B ox  42. W ic h ita  F a lls .  T e x ., N ew  Z e a lan d  R eds. 
E llis , H a m p to n . 1203 M cG overn  S t., H o u sto n . T ex .. N ew  Z ea lan d s .
F a rm e r . W a rd  C are  V ick  &  F a rm e r  Cor n  Co., N o r th  F t .  W o r th . T ex .. A m . B lues &  H im s. 
G eers, O. G., W ic h ita  F a lls ,  T ex .
G ibson. M. J . .  111 E . E x c h a n g e . A ve., F t .  W o r th . T ex .
H a ll , J .  H ., R . 5. B ox  159. W ic h ita  F a lls .  T e x .. A m erican  B lues  a n d  N ew  Z ea lan d  R eds. 
H a r r is .  A . L .. B ox 521, C h ild ress, T e x ., N ew  Z e a lan d  R eds.
H ask e ll, D r. W . H ., 892 B ro ad w ay . B ea u m o n t. T ex ., C h in s .. W h ite  N . Z. (C o n te m p la te d ) 
H aw k in s . P . E .. B ox 544, K e rrv il le . T ex ., B e lg ian  H are s .
H e itm a n , H . T .. T o m b a ll , T e x ., N ew  Z e a lan d  R eds.
H irs tin e . J .  L .. 2314 P e a r l  A ve., F t.  W o rth , T ex ., N ew  Z ea lan d s .
H o llis , G iles. P in e la n d , T ex .
H o w a rd . R . O .. Izo ro , T ex .
K e rr , C. W ., D en ison . T ex .. N ew  Z ea lan d s .
L a w , R o b ’t., R . R . 5, B ox 369, H o u sto n . T e x .. C h in c h illa s .
Locke. O tto  M a r tin , J r . ,  D ra w e r  731, N ew  B ra u n fe ls , T ex ., A ll fa n c y  b reeds  o f ra b b its , 

Cavies etc.
L ow ry . A. W .. S to p  3. D a llas  I te r u rb a n ,  F t.  W o r th , T ex .. A m . B lues. C h ins. W h ite  

G ian ts . N ew  Z e a lan d  Reds.
M ay. J a c k ,  C a re  B r id g e p o r t M ach in e  Co.. P a n h a n d le , T ex.
M iller, S. B., 1008 A llen  S t.. F t.  W o rth . T ex ., N ew  Z e a lan d s . F lem ish , A m . B lues. 
N ice sw an g e r , M. A.. 1847 7 th  A ve., P o r t  A r th u r , T ex ., N ew  Z ea la nds.
P h ilb r ic k . A r th u r .  C le a r  L a k e  F a rm . K em ah . T ex ., N ew  Z e a lan d s , a n d  B lues.
S aw yers . E . B .. 3027 F in d la y . E l P aso , T ex.
S ch u lte , W a l te r  G., B ox 1003 , H o u sto n . T ex .. Cavies.
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Get the Best A. C. Staudt
Bechtelsville, Pa.

Exclusively

Price Reasonable

F. I. Williams

Rabbit Pelts

Member of 
L E A D I N G  

P E T  
S T O C K

North Adams Michigan

West Cleveland 
Rabbitry

MRS. J. A. G O O D W IN . O w n e r  
727 W. C leve land Ave. 

Spokane. Wash.

BEST OF FLEMISH 
CHECKERS, NEW 

ZEALANDS AND DUTCH

Registered and Pedigree 
Stock Always on Hand.

199

Breeder and E x h ib i to r  of

Flemish Giants, Chinchil
las, New Zealand Red, and 

English Cavies. 
White Mice and Rats

We Raise

STAHL’S CHINCHILLAS

A S S O C I A T I O N S

Fam e Rabbitry
B R E N T W O O D  B A Y  P. O.

V a ncouver  Island. B. C. Canada 

W h i te  A ngoras  F ines t  W oo lens 

I m p o r t e d

E ng lish  C ham p ion  Pedigree 

Stock

Write me for Prices

Their wool sells a t $18.00 
a pound, spun

C H I N C H I L L A S  and 

B L U E  B E V E R E N S

Prize W inning Pedigree Stock 

Pedigree Siamese Cats



SATIS ACTION GUARANTEED

D E L P H I .  I N D IA N A

235

J. K. E I K E N B E R R Y

Giants That Are Giants For Sale.
W IN N E R S  W H E R E V E R  S H O W N — A L W A Y S  IN  F A S T  C O M P A N Y

C an  S ell M ore T h a n  T h is  R a b b itry  C an  R aise .
S a t is fa c t io n  G u a ra n te e d . M oney B ack  if  F ound  to  be O th e rw ise  

T h a n  R ep re sen ted .
S T E E L .  G R A Y  and B L A C K  F L E M IS H  G IA N T S  

— A R E —
J o h n  R ic h te r ’s S p ec ia lty .

E x t r a  L a rg e  B one, B road  H ead , G rea t L e n g th  a re  the  F i r s t  R eq u irem en ts  
fo r  B reed in g  Does a n d  B u ck s  in

“John’s & Playfair’s Rabbitries”
81 M A IN  S T R E E T  N E W  P L Y M O U T H ,  MASS.

Turney’s Poultry & Rabbit Yard
We Specialize in New Zealand Red Rabbits 

Stahl's Gold Certificate Strain
Write us for Prices on Young Stock 

Fine Buck at Stud Fee, $2.50 
Our Stock Registered in A. R. & C. B. A.

E. TURNEY, Manager
Box 661 Wilson, Okla.

FRED R. DIETRICH
Breeder Shipper

Guinea Pigs
RABBITS, WHITE MICE, WHITE RATS

469 Avon Avenue 
NEWARK, N. J.

Eikenberry’s High Grade Flemish Giants
( E X C L U S IV E L Y )

B L U E S  A N D  S T E E L  G R A Y S  A S P E C IA L T Y
R eal G ian ts  in  S ize , H eavy B one an d  T ru e  F lem ish  Type— th e  K ind  

of S tock  A nyone W ould Be P ro u d  to  O w n.

P E D IG R E E D  A N D  R E G IS T E R E D  STO C K  

Stud Fee— $3.00 Per Doe
A ll C o rresp o n d en ce  an d  S tock  W ill R eceive My P e rs o n a l A tte n tio n .


