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FLEMISH FANCIES.
By J. E. Jeffries,
4, Fingal St., Greenwich, London.

As the breeding season is drawing very
close, thess notes, I am sure, will
benmeficial to the beginner, especially to
thoss who hayve the majority of their
stock in outside hutehes. Toes maged
abont the time these notes appear will
bring their youngsters along at the time
the wild herbage can be gathered in

ltered places, which is a big item,
and one will find stock bred then will
soon catch up in growth and be more
forward in coat at the time of many of
our summer shows than those born in
late December and early January.

To be candid, I think there are too
many who take up this breed who de-
sire to do too 'Ig]:uc 1 in onoﬂ,or h;'o breed-

Seasons. ey start off with one or
;:wn d.t:oe(;.t wlliﬁh ;un,\; be good, bad, or
ndifferent, and if, after two seasons of
breeding they do not gef stock as good
as top-notech club show winners, they
lose heart. Of course, I know there are
several who have -taken up this breed
who have done remarkably well, even
{g_tthe first year, and won club cups,

taken as a whole these instances are
vory rare, and when one looks over the

whole Fancy it is only what we should
expect to happen, nowl » and ex-
ce must count in the breeding of

iants, as in anything else.
Do not look for the unexpected to hap-
yen too often, is my adviee. If it hap-
_on.u%‘! or ltwri-ae in a‘ likfetim‘ﬁ?r"l in
muduui emish you are lucky. hen
a decent doe has heen mated to a well-
known buck, and you get two or three
real good Rabbits to breed from, you
have not done too bad. Of course, you
m do much better than even this,
which is so much to your advantage at
the time, but with thoss litters that
you useful breeding stock, take
notice of these. Breeders are as essen-
tial in a stud as exhibition Rabbits. Tt
is mot mearly all the winners that get
winners, and tt-.h_e lmm'lgh app‘liies t?;
your ing material, e 0 no
all breed the wasters. - X
Again, it is only once in dozens of
times one can get the best rvesults by
mating one particular doe of any given
gtrain to any individnal buck. Mate a
round of three or four does to a buck
that should suit them. BSee to it that
he carries his coat firm, free from loose
lish or bloom on him,
and have your does fit, well up in sea-
son and good in coat. Even then, if
you ﬁet one in three to produce that
which the standard of the breed ealls
for you are extremely fortunate. Any
reputable Flemish breeders who breed
Pheir own winners will, [ know, agree
with me on this point.
- Of course, there are some who cannot
afford to make the outlay for a real
doe or two for a start, so they
with very ordinary stock, intent
on getting fhe best from her, mated to
a"stud buck. When they get their first
litter from this source they can gener-
see a great improvement in, say,
of the youngsters, generally young
The b er theny in many cases,
tries the in-breeding method he has read
go much about. He grows the young
bucks and mates one back to a very
ordinary doe, the mother, and likewise
a litter sister, sadly in meed of colour
in many instances. He gets bad results,
but can one expect otherwise? Had he
had the doe mated again te the same
blood, or even the same sire, and tried
breed a couple of does that faveured
gire, things would in many cases
different.
When one takes into consideration how
the old hand's knowledge and experi-
ence is taxed at times to keep his head
] water, and to be in happy posi-
to produce a few youngsters that
can win every year, it will be under-
stood that it is no easy matter for the
novice to jump to the top in a couple
of seasoms. Again, in the making of a
gtrain, blood will tell, A strain is like

hairs, and some

- cannot be got out.

_world, as it is a moulting

a bottle—that which you do not put in
If it is eolour or
quality, size, bone, ete., you are desirous
of, the more you dig it in the sirain
the soorer you will get this quality te
assert itself. You may not get it te
come to the front at the first mating; in
faet, it may take two or three genera-
tions. i

The same thing applies to serious
fanlts. They may not come ont in the
first generation, though they gene‘railly
do, but that the sins of the parents shall
vizit the children in the second and
third generation is well known to the
thoughtrul fancier. The writings on
Mendelism have given us a lot of in-
formation in this respect lately, and I
am sure the more Mendelism 1s sifted,
the more’ will difficulties of making a
strain become lessened to the beginner.

Always bear in mind there always
seems to be a deterioration in colour,
The dark stecl grey seems to lose some
of the dark eolour in the mixing as it
were. Why this should be I at present
cannot fathom; so I would advise one
to always keep on the dark side of col-
our and dig it well in. The dense stock
are good and valnable breeding stock.
The light, bright, steely colonred ones,
if carrying no rust, are also useful
breeding stock if of the same blood, but
those mealy, rusty, wild Rabbit coloured
ones will undo the work of years. In
your matings use steel to steel, but see
they are the right sort of steel, and
'on will not go far wrong. There will
o plenty of opportunity for a beginner,
as the time goes on. to use black, blue,
or any other off-colour, but he will find
in most instances better results will
acerne from steels of the same parent-
age. Of course, there may be an excep-
tion in this, as in all other things.

T was very pleased to read Mr. Chas.
Watson’s writing regarding the defini-
tion of steel eolour. T will endeavour to
make known my interprefation of such
in these colours in the mear future.
Thank you, Mr. Watson.

CHINCHILLA CHAT.
By David W. Irving,
11,Chambres Reoad, Southport.

The Fditor has requested me to again
write these “Chinchilly Chata” discon.
tinued some time azo. This season of the
year is probably am opportune time to
take up the pen again for this column,
aa most fanciers will agree that from now
on, during the breeding season, interest
in our hobby is awal "

During the winter months things are
apt to be a little humdram in the Rabbit
or off season
except, course, later on for exhibiting, but
now thiat Spring is at hand with promises
of warmer weather and lighter nights soon
to come, the breeder's thoughts naturally
turn towards looking over his or her stock
with an eye to mating up for this season’s
youngstens,

What an interesting time it is, from
the breeder’'s point of view, to weigh up
the pros ang cons of the different in-
dividuals in the breeding pens, to try to
improve the strain by judicions mating,
and to endeavour fo achieve some little
improvement here and there and obviate
certain defects which will, from time to
time, crop up, always striving to reach
the ideal eet forth in the standard of
points ’

This month the breeder shonld see th
hig brood does are in good econdition ready
to breed ang not over fed or monlty in
coat. Now is the time to commence breed-
ing operations. It is nature’s time, when
many difficulties will not arise, as is the
cace with winter breeding, such as does
not proving in young, or youngsters dying
in the nest owing to cold frosty nights.

If the hreeder decides to send his doe
to a well-known buck placed at atud by
a successful breeder ang exhibitor, he
should do all he cam to ensure a Success-
ful mating hy having her in tip-top con-
dition. .

When we turn our attention to recent
events regarding Chinchillas, I think we
have reason to congratulate ounreelves
that we have taken this variety to our
hearts. Thg prospects were never brighter,

After Teading Mr. Busby's most en-
couraging remarks in FUR AND FEATHER
of Jan, 20th, on Chinchilla Rabhit Pelts
and their possibilities, it makes omne feel
more sure than ever that the early pre-
dictions ament this variety and its euit-
ahility for the furriers’ Pequirements, were
not made without good reason.

One realisea more and more as the
quality of Chinchilla Rabbit pelts im-

proves, that we art on the threshold of a
really luerative fur industry. © The fur
trades’ interest in our variety is being
awakened. Such periodicals as “Country
Lift,* “The Ladies Pictorial"” and the
“Daily Mail” have had articles on our
breed, and foreigners from many parts of
the world are eéending to this ecuntry for
the best breeding stock. They realise that
British breeders of the Chinchilla Rabbit,
a8 ig the case with other live stock, are
already leading in the production of the
best quality stock.

This i very gratifying to me, as one of
the early pioneers in this country, and as
one who in the early days not only
preached but practised the doctrine of im-
provement by ecarefully selecting cnly the
best” youngsters for the next season's
breeding pen, and by exhibiting at numer-
ous shows where many ehow eecrctariea
generously extended their elassification for
the benefit of our variety, and included
the latest breed to grace the show bench.
By comparing one's own stock with that
of other exhibitors’ one can discover merita
and defects as compared with one’s com-
petitors, and in this way improvement is
bound to follow if the breeders will learn
from their past experience and apply the
new found knowledze in their breeding
operations,

In thia country we certainly have this
great advantage over foreign countriea,
in the number of exhibitions held and the
open table judging which obtdiig here.

Chinchilla enthusiastsa would be very in-
terested in Capt, Grogan's recent offer re
baby Chinchilla raw dried pelts at 4s. 6d.
each when five weeka old. To my mind
this is another tangible proof of the value
of our speciality and I must congratulate
COapt. Grogan on hia enterprize in secur-
ing the active interest of one of the lead-
ing London furriers,

And what a progpect here offers itself.
Just think of it. Surplus bucks particular.
ly, or does, for that matter, can be profit-
ably marketed at the extremely early age
of 5 weeks, before the cost of feeding be.
comes am item, or the question of addition-
al accommodation when separating litters
or dividing the #fexes, which ip sure to
crop up at a later date, This offer should
cheer np any “doubting Thomas™ who may
gtill he among ua.

Just a mote re the National Chinchilla
Club. 1 understang that Mr. Raffill haa
relinguished his duties as hon. sep, after
doing some strenuous work in the early
stagea of the Club's existence, and Mr.
F._ B, Roberts, 2!, Queens Road Croydon,
London, haa now taken over the duties
as hon. eep. instead. I am looking for-
warg with confidence to his doing very
zood work for the Club, and I would re-
mind all members, who have not already
dona g0, to forward their subscriptions to
Mr. Roberts for the eurrent vear. I would
strongly  recommend all lovers of the
Chinchilla to join the National Chinchilla
Club at once,

I must congratulate Mr. Seal, of Darwen,
on qualifying for a championship certifi-
cate with his doe Bilver Queen, which T
had the pleasure of breeding.

MOUSE AND RAT MEMS,
By Ralph-Blake, Rock Villa, Greytree,
Ross-on-Wye.

I expect fanciers will be wondering when
the N.M.R.C. election is coming off. I
had great hopes of getting the papers out
early in January, but I think every
hindrance that possibly could, has eropped
up, and, to erown all, T myself have heen
“off colour ” again lately, However, T am
gradually pulling things (including my-
self) together, and hope to rush along the
business now, r

The recent controversy on judging Dutch
Rabbits to standard, or otherwise, as many
are claiming, has brought to my mind a

~matter concerning Long-tail judgea that

I have often thouht of “airing ™ in thia

—column, It is, " Are Mige judged to
gtandard?” I think not in one point, and
that is, size, Send out a Belf Mouse,

perhaps almost perfection in eolour, type,
and condition, but failing in asize and
what is the result? TIt's pegeed a lot
farther back than it onght to be according
to otur etandard. I myself have been
guilty of penalising too heavily a small
Mouse, Why? Simply because it is an
unwritien law that a small Mouse should
be thrown out. On the other hand, T have
before now put an exceptionally goed eol-
oured -exhibit bang at the top, althongh
on the small side. Was I right in doing
sp? Certainly, because our standard of
perfection for Bella givea 60 points for
colonr, and only 5 for size. Dgn’t think
I want to encourage these midgets but,
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if they excel in colour, then, according fo
our standard, they must lead.

My- contention is, that we shounld ine
crease the number of points for gize, thua
making it more difficult for these midgets
to get in the firat three.

A correspondent writes: * Do you mind a
suggestion with regard to show cage
colours? T have often thought that if
cards with the two colours on were gent o
members on jeining, there would be no
excuse for not having the right shade of
paint on their cages. If not this plan,
increase the annual sub., and send each
member 1 1b. of each colour, ready mixed,
and supplied by a paint shop." I thank
my correapondent for his suggestion, put
forward with the sole object of helping
the Club and his fellow members. 1 wish
othera would come out of their shella and
offer suggestions for improvement,

I regret to say that my correspondent’s
suggestion is unnecessary, as he will be
able to pee when I explain. In the firat
place, there need be no confusion over
colours, for there is omnly one middle
Brunswick. Green, and one Signal Red in
the trade., You cad, of course, get light,
and dark Brunswick, but our Rule Book
says Middle, so that is the colour you musg
ask for.

As to imcreasing the annual sub,, this T
feel surg would not be a wise step to take
for the sake of a bit of paint. We are liv-
ing in timea that do pot warrant any
extra chargea being inflicted on poor John
Qitizen. The tax collector is always ready
to fleece him of any surplus “ bhobs" he
may have,

I was delighted last week to have a vigit
from that Lomg-tail enthusiast, Mr. W. E.
Mortimer, of Brimscombe. What a lot of
“ chin-wagging ™ there is to be sure, when
fanciera meet, but how enjoyahble. I was
sorry to learn that Mr., M. s good wife,
also his mother, were down with the flu.
and sincerely hope that under W.EM.a
careful nursing they will soon be restored
to health. Our friend {s just as “ cracked”
a8 ever over the charms of the Long-tails,
and with a stud of 400 Dutch and Evens
only, we may expect to see something good
turned out from the Brimscombe stud,
Rats, I am glad to hear, occupy a promi-
nent position in Mr, Mortimer's * den,”
but, of course, Mras, M, lays claim to them,
and very intelligent pets they make for
ladies.

I am pleased to say that I have had
letters this week from no lesa than six
budding ratters, all as keen as mustard,
and show great interest in the future of
the Rat Fancy. I say, without fear of
contradiction; that no hobby today offera
a greater opportunity to the beginner than
the Bat Fancy. A good start may be
obtained at a figure within reach of all.
There are handsome and valnable trophies
to be won, and there is always a good
market for surplus stock for scientific
purposes, at very remunerative prices.
Stock approaching show standard will
command high prices—I heard last week
of a pair being sold for seven guineas,
which I should say, is not “so dusty.”"

I often wonder why Long-tailers are so
glow in advertising surplus stock in “our"
paper. In these days of scarcity of cash,
many have had to give np more expensive
hobbies, but find, that they cannot get on
without something alive to care for and
attend to their wants. Their thoughts
at once turn to Long-tails as a hobhy,
requiring but little ontlay, and very little
to maintain. They look to the advertise-
ment columns and find a very little selec-
tion, eonsequently the few that do adver-
tise are inundated with replies, more than
they can ever supply. I have had to re-
fuse far more wounld-be bhuyers than I
conld supply. and have quita recently had
enquiries for stock from America and
Holland.

FUR AND FEATHER finds its way into
thousands of homes in thia country and
abroad, and for a very moderate outlay.
Yonr advert, is read by thousands of fan-
ciers, If only one per cent, of its readera
reply yon will reap a nice little harvest,
aa well as elear your surplus stock that
is keeping up your food hill. Therefore I
say, and T speak from experience, a ruon-
ning advertisement, or a breeder’s card is
worth a* gninea a hox " to the breeder of
live stock. The late Miss Domglaa once
wrote:— "

Farly to bed and early to rise

Is all of m¥ use if you don't advertise.

She proved the value of it, as everyone
else has done who haa tried it, and so T
jnst pass on the tip to those who haye an
abundance of surplus stock round their
necks—ADVERTISE!
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By J: H. HOOPER,
84, Egerton Rd., Bishopston, Bristol.

The St. Werburgh’s Fanciers’ Society
held its montlly meeting and table
ghow at the Mission Hall, Mina
w there was a good attendance, and
a nice lot of Rabbits to face the judge,
Mr. J. Wyatt, The chief business di
cussed was to arrange for improved light
in the hall, which is gre needed, It
was also the wish of all the members
that the secretary, Mr. Harding, should
write to the secretaries of each society
in Bristol, to arrange a meefing to dis-

cuss tll;p - t:u.crgf that we shguldd run
a combin ow o stock during
the summer, as there }im‘:ngeen some talk

previously of all the societies joining in
a summer show. ou ses,
we are looking out for some times
together, besides which we don’t want
Bradford to win all the laurels, so let
us sea if we cannot beat them in en-
tries when our amalgamated summer
show comes off. -
~ The Bristol Mouse and Rat Clab held
its monthly meeting and table show at
Thorne’s Restaurant, when there was a
attendance and a splendid lot of
ice on view. judged by Mr. Baggs.
i¥e were disappointed that our lecturer
failed mﬁt in an appearance,
have deci that at each meeting we
shall ask some old fancier to come and
lecture on the various breeds, how to
feed and get them into good condition.
For my part, I think this is a move in
the right direction, as there are a £
many recruits joining the Mouse Elub.
and it will give them an idea how to
get to work, whilst we old ones will ba
able to learn a wrinkle or two. Speak-
ing from my owmw experience, I find we
learn more about the Faney by listen-
ing to other fanciers’ views, and watch-
ing the judges at work., There is always
a chance to live and learn. Our mem-
bership is open, so if any Mouse fancier
would like to send along 1/6 to Mr. T.
Shail, see., I know he will be pleased to
enroll him a member.

The Bristol South Fanciers held their
monthly meeting and table show_at the
Bridge Inn, St. Luke’s Road, Beduoun-
ster, when thers was a erowded attend-
anca, hut ¥Fur was meost noticeable by
ita absence. Now, you men in
Bristol Scuth, get a move on! The
socioty has been unuuf!_; ta include
Fur in their society, so let them see
what you can do. the ple: of
judging the few exhibits that were there,
also they gave me the slips to judge the

a job I did not crave for, but
soon got over. My old pal, Mr. Tom
Shail was there as a visitor, so I got
him to steward for me. They are very
different to handle after Rabbits. Fancy
putting a Working Homer on the table
with a label on his beak! They would
want some stewards. Bllf'there. give me
my bunnies, if they do bite.

s Hanham Fanciers held their
monthly meeting, when they had a yvery
Euod attendance. This is a new society,

ut it is going ahead by leaps and
bounds. I hear they are holding monthly
sliows, and they are arrnu;iing to run
a summer show. I should like to im-
press it on all secretaries that the omly
way to make shows successful is to ad-
vertise well in Fur axp FraTHER.

The Kingsweod Fanciers held an en-
io:rable concert at the Assemibly Rooms
n connection with fthe presentation of
cups and medals. Mr. 8. Fox presided.
Thers was a very good attendance, and
everyone heartily enjoved {hemselves.
The cup winners were Messrs. Palfrey,
Douglas, and Hoskins; medal, Mr. Pow.
As the ﬁproeeer.ls were to go to help clear
the deficit on the open show, I hope
my old friend, Mr. Harris, will soon be
out of difficulties,

The Sowth Bristol Tiur and Feather
Chub held its monthly {n'le show at the
Ploagh and Windmill, Bedminster, when
there was a grand lot of Rabbits on
view, Mr. G. Silman placing the capds.
As the society holds its monthly shows
on Sal ay, which is a very convenient
day for a good many, I should like to
recommend any fancier to call and see
their shows, They are held the first

rday in every month. have beer

mt fo several of them, and have always

d a hearty welcome, s0 I am sure

athers would enjoy it.

a8 we N
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Being in the Ki own neighbour-
hood' last week, I paid a visit to Messrs.
Hignell & Son, of Beveren fame, and
had a very enjoyable time chatting over
Fancy matters. [ went out to their
rabbitry to see the stock. It was one
of the best-fitted rabbitries I have ever
been into. Not very large, but every
inch taken up to advantage, with lovely
roomy hutches, kept Bs:otlessly clean.
Father and son work well together. The
Beverens are a grand lot, with a splen-

vad, did batch of youngsters coming on. One,

es‘gzcially, I was much taken up with.
A I had the pleasure of seeing a
fawn Beveren, the same eolour as friend
Pepler's sooty Lop was when it was
three weeks old. They also have a
couple. of Chinchilla dees, with six
you ers, so 1 shall be greatly sur-
prised if we do not cee some red cards
going to Clarence Rabbitry before long.
After inspecting stock I had to go and
refresh the inner man with a cup of
tea, which Mrs. Hignell kindly had
waiting for us

3& NORTH-EAST NOTES. ¥
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By J. 7. WINN,
18, Gibson Terrace, Darlinglon.

The many friends of Mr. Oscar Moses
will be pleased td hear of his return
home, after four weeks at the Fairfield
ursing Home, following an operation.
A breakdown in health, two years ago,
seriousl s interfered with his usual go
ahead methods and many business en-
gogements, and it will be the wish of
all fanciers that he may be able to get
about again.

"The first show held by the mnewly-
“formed Association of the North-Iastern
ilway Company’s Employees, at Dar-
lington, proved a great success in every
way. Close on 600 exhibits were on view,
and a pood eompany assembled, which
would assist to swell the receipts. One
of the chief features of fthe show was
that all livestock was earried at single
fare for the return journey. Every
credil is ‘due to Mr. Gargett, the orga-
nising secretary, for his spleadid
arrangements. Several cups of biz value
were on view, also several gold medals,
which are to be competed for at the
annual show, tu be held early in Sep-
tember.

The annual meeting of the North-East
iers’ Federation i

B e
Tl NEX] " on
Totel, Fe

uested tha

, at 3 pm. It 18 re-

all societies interested in

the federation will make arrangements
for the attendamece of delegates.

Perhaps I may remind socicties that
the ““Pool TFund” provides assistance
for delegates coming from a distanee, so
that the train fares do not fall so heavy
on speieties’ funds.. It is regrettable
that the attendance of delegates las
fallen to a low ebb during the last year,
even allowing for the indusivial erisis,
but probably in the near future a re-
turn of interest in the Fancy will ensue.

As the financial year of the federation
ends on March 31st, the secretary will
Be pleased to receive subseriptions-and
pool fees from societics who have not
paid same, not later than March 15fh,
s0 that the balance sheet, ete., =an be
in the hands of the auditors veady for
the meeting on April 2nd. Now. seere-
taries, if vour soeiety’s funds are low,
and pol in a position to pay, don’t
hesitate to write. After the meeting it
is proposed to have a knife-and-fork lea,
amIlJ the host, Mr. Corner, will see you
are well eatered for. It has been sug-
wesled togive a prize for the bast conun”
drum. ;

As news comes slowly to hand, T ghall
be glad to have a few lines from any
fancier, whether grievances or other.
wise, as we are passing through wvery
lenn times.

The annual general meeting of the
Narlington and Distriet F. and F.
Spefety was held st the headquarters,
Raby Holel. on Jan. 18th. The balanee
sheet showed an income of £28 13s. 2d.,
with an expenditnre of £21 19s. 9.,

leaving a balance of £4 13s. 5d. During’

the year two half-yearly shows were
Teld. when npwards of 500 exhibits were
entered, ‘and over £11 added to entry
fees, so that nall prize wovey was guar-
anteed. which proves tliat the =ociety 1s
in o gond, sound financial position. with
its .own penning equipnmient. Eleclion of

officors: President,
Pike-Pease,

Stainthorpe,
Gargett, Calvert,

The Rt. Hon. H.
.P.; vice-pres., CESTS.
Wilcoe Rae, Robinson,
and Misss Pallister;
chairman, Mr, J, Gutlrie; vice-chair.,
Mr. G. Young: treas., Mr. J. Clemin-
son; auditors, Messrs. R. Scarr and W.
Taylor; sea.,, Mr. J. T. Winn, The
society is open to a radius of ten miles.
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By T. J. AMBROSE,
Syston, Leicoster.

Mr. G, H, Huntley, of 66, Eromley Stireet,
Bheffield, writca me as to the Sheflield
Original Tur and Feather Society, the
annual snbscription to which is 58. Thias
is what he says:—

I have taken over the booka from
Mr. J. T. Middleton, be being now
asaist. sec. We have o very coay meet-
ing room at the Economic Dining
Rooms, Porter St., and a membership
of 20. We have also four cups for Rab-
bits, one cup for Cavies, and a bowl
for Mice, also a nice lot of pens end
cages for same. Our next tzble show
is on ¥eb, 28th. I ghould like to raise
the membership to &0, so we shall be
glad to see both old and new faces this
month-end, . 1 am doing my beat to
accomplish the above.

I agree with the Becrefary,that there is
need for a much iucreased membership,
and if the district raMied round the Soe-
iety they conld, with this nucleus, bg a
ereat power for geod, We should always
remember that societ & are josi what the
members, greatly aided by a good secre-
tary, make them,

The striking suceess of several fanciera
in the Mamsfield district demonstrate pos-
sibilities. “ Just @ line or two r¢ The Fur
and Feather Societies at Mansfield ™ writes
Mr, Darwood, * Pleased we have also got
another true fancier to take the plase of
Harry Tarbox for Midland Mems, which
interest me greatly. . I have had my heart
and soul in the Fanecy as {far back as I cam
remember. We have had two societies at
Mamsficld, and I am serry to say we have
been cutting each others' throata all the
timee. I have been trying and advocat.
ing for two vears for amalgamation, and
now that al a joint meeting of the two
gocieties I have atialoed my object of
joining the two together with the hopes of
making one zood one, I think it will place
Mansfield Seciety in -the front line. We
have good headquarters et the Bowl in
Hand, and mine hest, Mr. H. Oliver, ia
treasnrer. We have good accommodation
for shows. Will those fanciers who have
heen waiting to see what happened please
forward subs, of 2a. 6d, yearly to our Sec-
retary, Mr. U, Ford, 13, Little Lane, Pleas.
ley. We have arother general meeting
on Feb. 18th, where I expect we ghal
further benefit from the amalgamation.™
This is nndoubtedly a step im the right
direction.

Birmingham, with its execeptional rail-
way facilities, adhomld have a great future.
“I have been appointed by enr newly-
formed club, viz., "I'ne City of Birmingham
Rabbil Club’' to act as presa sec.,” writes
Mr, J. W. Davenporl, “ Our headquarters
are 8t, Martin's Hotel, Birmingham, Meet-
ings are held the first Baturday in each
month, at 7.30 pm. We are very for
tunate in having such experienced men as
Messra. Addenbroke, Hathaway, Howle,
Kimberley, and others at the helm,.. A
very snoccessful meeting was held last
Saturday, and it was decided to hald a
table show each mouth., The firsy will be
March 4th, at 630 p.m. Also a coneert in
aid of funds is being held on ..pril ist.
Admission sizpence, Mr. Kimberley, of
Yiop fame has kindly offcred a points’ ‘cup,
to be competed for by members at the
members’ shows. The club ecaters for
Rabbita only, and is open to the conntry,
Entey fee 1a.; sub, 43, per year. The Hon.
Sec. is Mr. Hathaway, 212, Bordezley Green,
Birmingham, who will be pleased to enrol
any new membears.” :

From 10, City Road, Dunkirk, Linten,
Nottinghom, My, €eo, Marston, the Seerc.
tary of the Dunkirk, Linton F. and P,
Bociety writes:—' Hope you will par this
in yeur Moms, Having secured the Don-
kirk Schools for our meetings and ghows,
after being idle for 18 montha as we conld
not get a room, we have made another
atart.  Our meetings are first Thoreday in
each month, at 7.30, the "ma stene at the
door, anil rope to and from Nottingham
every half-hour. The Bocicty takes in a

— =

radius of 12 miles. Hope as many will
join us as possibly can. We have 60 mem-
bers, and about £6 in hand. Hope to have
show at Easter.”

Nottingham! How reminiscent of some
of the most successful and enjoyable shows
every held. In the old days what a
gathering ground was Nottingham on
Gioose Fair days, and what representative
shows. The same can easily happen again
as the railway companies will be tapping
these old institutions for excursion traffie
and revenue. People are guite tired of
a penny three farthings a mile,

At one time it appeared to me as though
the Fancy would boom in the Potteries,
As to the position now:—

A prominent fancier Stoke-on-Trent
writes:—* I am sending yom a few notes
for youd Midland Mems. regarding the
Rabbit Faney in thé Potteries which has
gone very slow lately. We bhave four
Societies, Fenton, Hanley, Burslem, and
Stoke-an-Trent, and I should say there ars
about 200 Rabbit fanciers in the four socie-
ties, yet at Feuton members’ show thers
were 20 entries, at Buralem on Boxing Dagy,
38 entries, and very few at Btoke Show,
It seems to me that one Bociety is jealons
of another, but I am pleased to say that
there is & movement on foot to join all
the Societies together and make one big
one as we have some good fanciers here,
but have had the misfortune to lose one or
two. A few weeka nzo Mr, “Borry" Birch, of
Hanley, a lover of Duteh, died very sud-
denly, and Mr. Metralf, of Hanley, ia re
tiring from the Faney through the death
of hia wife. We have another fancier in
Mr. AlIf. Wondward who is having some
bad luek, he having Joet four or five good
Lops. He has been a Lop fancier 30 years,
is holding a members' show on the 25th of
The Longton and Distriet Poultry Society
holding a members' ghow on the 25th of
this month. and hope to ineclude Rabbits
at the next show.”

My regreta, I am sure, will be ghared hy
all readers ns to the death of Mr, Birch,
and our sympathy =oes ont to Mr. Metealf
in hig hour of trial. 1In thesze days a dis-
triet divided up as the Potteries appears
to be, does not make for strength. Unity
or co-operation are sadly needed, and this
in the direction of a sound policy of self
help mutnally applied, T am afraid many
of the emaller societies fail thtough at-
temptime too much.

Will those who send me notea of this
columm kindly write on one side of the
paper only. TIn some cases, at the last
moment, it helpa much.

EVERY RABBIT BREEDER

ehonld prepare for the coming breeding
eeasom by putting his stoek in the

HIGHEST POSSIBLE BREEDING
CONDITION,

this he may do with fthe most absolute
certainty by giving

“D.L"

FOR RABBITS

twice each week, three times if much below
par. “D.." will ma¥e them disease im-
mune—disease proof—and will vastly in-
crease their physieal vigour and vitality,
and their constitntional stamina by whi

they will breed perfectly, breed hetter an
atronger and far hiﬂaeg auality stock,
that will grow to the hichest maturity

in the shortest possible time,

“D.L” 18 THE HIGHEST Al

T} SUCCESS IN RABBIT CULTURE

known or discovered, it never ecosts the

fraction of a farthing to nuse, as the far

higher saccess resulting from its use pays
ita cost several times over.

AS AN AID TO BREEDING
RABBITS FOR FUR

PRODUCTION

it is simply a wonderful aid to a success,
early matarity, great size and brilliantly
coloured fur are R)E certain results from

8 use, ;

PRICES OF " D.L": 10d., 1/8, . &N
postea tireots 82, VA, 36 &- & 10 Cotn

ete, most towns, Four 10/- sizes, /8
8f-; eight 10/- sizes, 8/- each, 7%/-; six-
iean 10/- sizes, 8/6 each, 136/-, carriage paid
goods train, extra if by passenger train
according to distance,

DIXONS,
THE GREAT MEALTH SPECIALISTS,
CHURCH LANE, HANDSWORTH,
BIRMINGHAM.
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' Bip- Ji. Hackney,
: Milton Grove, Stockport.

I make no apology for my debut in this
w but interesting role, - It is with the
itor's kind permission, coupled with my

keen desire to serve _my hobby, and tha
forbearance of Cheshine County fanciers
generally, that I intend, by your co-oper-
ation, to keep alive and assist in growth
that sense uf good fellowship which. is
eggential in svery walk of life, and espec-
ially with a hobby that is fraught with
devious paths whish apparently Yead to
the top.

Now, my Connty friende, here is a grand
obportunity, specialiy reserved for ns, and
it is up to.vou whether wo keep it or not.
Let me have any rewa which yon may get
hold of, or interesting experiences or diffi-

culties. You know the old saying, * many
men many minds.” Send it along, pleaze,
and let  ns show other counti that

Cheshire is alive, and not only noted for
‘““Cheese,” but for real, full-hiopded enthus-
iastic fanciers, ever ready and willing to
stand shoulder to shoulder so that the
Faney generslly will be all-the better for
our being in it.

I cannot give very much this time, go I
appeal to you, to be up and doing. There
are hundreds of fanciers of Rabbite and
Cavies in Cheshire alone, and there are
hound to be a number of happenings, good
and otherwise. Let me have them, please,
If I fail to sort them out satisfactorily,
rest assured the Editor will attend to
them. ‘ &

I had some glorious news this week from
a_noted fancier. ., He has at the present
time four of the finest litters of English
he ever bred. This same fancier has his
name on one of the Engiish Club cupe,
the winner heing his own breeeding, so
you can take it for granted it is not ex-
citement that made him say that,

By the way, the first time one lookes at
rome of the litters we breed, what fliers
there are, but as they grow older they are
like unto that army song—' Old  soldiers
never die, they fade away.”

Don't, forget those two recent and most
interesting articles in FUR AND FEATHER
by Mrs., Waller are from Cheshire. They
are of great value to any fancier, espec-
ially to those who desire to thoroughly
understand that which they claim as a
hiobby, "

The schoolmaster offered to give sixpence
to any boy who asked him a question
which he failed to answer. After being
plied with many questions and successfully
giving answers, the schoolmaster requested
one little boy, who had been very quiet,
10 put & question to him and if ‘he failed
to answer it the sixpence would be his.
The little boy quickly said, “ Why am I
like a dead horse?" After a long pause,
fuill of deep thought, the schoolmaster re-
peated the question many times and finally
decided to give it up, he asking the boy
for the answer. * Because we are both
waiting for the tanner,” said the boy.

Now, my fancier friends, I am waiting

for -your contributions to this, OUR
column,

g E. ANGLIAN AFFAIRS. 3%

S
e e e e Je e R I e e e e e

Y By BERT. LEECH,

“ Clubside,” Dercham, Norfolk.

Very little news has reached me gince
writing my last notes. Fanciers in Fast
Anglia have hag trying timea with their
stocks. Owing to the wintry weather it
hag been a difficult matter as to how and
what to get to feed the stock. This
{Bunday) morning I have taken a stroll
into the lanes to see if it was possible to
lay hands on anything that would euit
my Cavies, and I conld just serap to-
gether a few handsful of chickweed, but
before giving this I have had to spreag it
out on paper lefore a fire to draw the
frost from it. This food is showing up
well and the Cavies relish it, especially
‘when they have had nothing but man.
£0lds for several weeks, and these not ripe
wt that. That's only by the way,

I received a very interesting letter from
that well-known judge and fancier, Mr,
Owen Davies, giving me some interesting
notes re the great Bradford show which he
attended. Arriving in Bradford at four

'o'.u]mk in the morping, with snow end
frost, I should say our old friend thought
it a very cold reception. It only ®hows
what an enthusiast he is, as ““0.D."” is not
what one would -1l a young 'un,.but. he
has enough vim o make many envious.

Cavy fanciérs, more especially members
of the English Self Cavy Club, I know
will join with me in offering to our friend
and secretary, Mr, J, A, Butler, our sym-
pathy owing to the illness of his little
daughter, We all hope that by the time
these notes appear she is much better and
ehowing sigms of recovery, Any fancier,
or others, who have been expecting news
from Mr, B. will bear with him now the
news is made known.

The Dereham ang Distriet Fanciers’ Soc-
iety had an interesting paper given to ite
members by Mr, A, E. Hylton. His verse
and poetry caused €everal smiles. Who
wants a gixteen guinea watch for a penny #
The Dereham Bociety having had four,
onps won outright at their last Nov. show,
Mr. €. P, Lincoln, the secretary, has
started a scheme to raise funds to replace
same, aleo in the hope of adding to our
pen fund. He would welcome the help of
fanciers in disposing of books of tickets,
and would forward on hearing from them,
The echeme is a watch stopping competi-
tion.

News from Ipswich is very cheering.
Mr. Walter A, Boon, writing on behalf of
secretary, Mr. Bert Effer, informs me that
at the annual meeting a very satisfactory
balinee sheet was placeq before the mem-
bers, and although they were several
pounds out on their show, they have per-
severed and made seventeen pounds on the
year's workings., This is gooqd when we
consider the trying times through which
we Jave passed. Mrs, Fdmund Beeve wis
again eiected president, Mr, Bert, Effer see-
retary, Mr. W. A Boon assit. sec., Mr. (.
W. Jayer chairman, and Mr. 1. Ch pman
vice-chair. The secretaries are very optim.
istic ang are looking forward to a zood
year and a good show later.

How's this? The Jones’ family had
been hard Lit owing to shortness of work
and cash and Jones, for Sund iy dinner,
had killed his prize buck, Mre, Jones
having stewed it well with plenty of
onions, vbrought aime to table, Jones was
very full of thought:—

Mrs, Jones: “For what_we are about to
receive may the Lord make us truly
thankinl."”

At the conclusion of the meal Jones 2id,
“What we hitye received has lost me five
quid in stug lees.”
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By Albert W. Lueas, 251, Park Road,
Hockley. Birmingham.

These notes will appear just previons
to the great Birmingham Festival at Bing-
ley Hall. I fear that the adverse condi-
tions will have affected the number of
eptries in all eections, 'and not least of
all Cavies, but nevertheless I hope our
favourites will be well represented, for the
show will probably he visited during its
4 days existence hy one of the largest
crowds imaginable,

I had the pleasure of a ¢all npon Mr.
Everitt, of Solihull, a few dayes ago, and
found him a keen admirer of Cavies. 1 wag
pleased indeed to notice their firmness and
brightness, sure signs of splendid health
and condition, the resnlt of edreful, regu-
lar feeding and attention. Hg certainly
loves the few cavies he hae, and I am
convineed that Cavies in the Midlands
have addeq another steadfast supporter
to their number,

Mr. W. H. Darwood writes to the effect
that the Notts. and Derby Cavy Society is
uow an established fact. Apparently he
and his friends have big things in view.
I have not his letter before me at the
moment, but will insert particulars in my
next batch. There muss be a few, at any
ratt, who have not yes put their shoulders
to the wheel and 7 hope if these lines
should catch thelr eye, they will write
Mr, Darwood at once, assuring him of
their practical sapport hy promising their
attendance at the mext meeting, of which
particulars may be had npon application
to him at 111, Union St., Mansfield,

Along with several other Midland Cavy
fancier 1 attended the Handeworth Fan-
ciers’ Society annnal emoker and prize
distribution on Feb, 2nd, at The Ivy House
Hotel.” There was a capital attendance

_wit,h the correct fancier spirit alwags in
evidence. After a moet enjoyable concert

a veritable fleet of cups and trophies were [

presented. Cavy fanciers were mainly in-
térested in the “Luecas” Cavy cup and the
Society’s points cup, both of which were
secured by Mr. Barker, with his team of
Self creams. Ag the donor of thr:- former
cup, I want to congratulate the winner on
hia achievement,

I think I am right in_stating that 1921
his seen more competition in the Cavy
sections than ever previously, ang it is
pleasing to feel that 122 will fee even a
greater increase, Competition is the very
life blood of the Fancy, for without it the
whole concern becomes a farce, The fan-
c¢ier  who always secures the premier
awards, because he has nothing against
him, " very 'soon gets fed up “with t.h_e
monotony, He is not compelled to et his
stock into the best possible condition, and
often decides that it is#a kid's game as
one so expressed it to me a little while
ago, and retires from the field, with the
result that in that particular district
Oavies disappear,

This has bLeen the case, I am certain,
with many districts, and in the interests
of the Fancy it ie our duty to find them
out and awaken in the folk, disappointed
in years that are gone, the old love for the
notail. Then with the introduction of a
few wyounger fanciens, there naturally
springs up that epirit of competition which
makes the Famey worth while, the spirit
which fills you with an intention to’ wipe
off a defeat at the last show,

These notes, of courfe, ars only applic-
able to those wlio love to show their stock,
hut there is another seet of the Fanecy
for whom the thrills of exhibition hold
but little attraction. They are guite con-
tent to breeq their Cavies for the sheer
love of the thing, and never think of ex-
hibiting.  Moreover, T was informed re-
cently by one such fancier that he thonght
it- a oruel thing to send etock across the
country, and that he would not send one
by rail to be for hours in a box, as longz
as he was able to obtain what he wanted
locally, for his etock for sile. Needless to
tay, I endeavoured to explain that there
were two ways to send stock away, and
I think I eventuilly convinced him that
a man who keeos s stock at home al-
ways, and never exhibits, is not acting
fairly by his stock, or fairly by his fan-
cier friends. and certainly not fairly with
himself. This thought of competition is
one of the most inexhaustible suljects of
whiclh ‘ene may write. It involves sy much
and in so many ways, but, most of aill, it
brings out the bLest.

Once again may I invite all Midland
Cavy men lo write me, ag I shall at all
times be pleased to hear from them. Since
the last bateh of notes appeared 1 have,
I hope, mide many new fancior friends,
for it is always a pleasure to write about
Cavies or chat with anyone concerning
them.

THE CAVY’S VIEWPOINT,

REMINISCENCES OF A SELF BLACK
BEFORE AND AT THE BRADFORD
CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW,

I am a smooth Self black Cavy. My
name is Norman Black Pearl. I was
born in an old honse situated on the
hills between Huddersfield and Halifax,
at a place called Stainland, but now I
live in Huddersfield with my master, who
is very kind to me and 1wy brother and
sister Cavies. We have comfortable
hutches, and plenty of good food of
various kinds. Some people speak ve
scornfully of Cavies, and call us little
pigs. By the remarks they pass about
us, they seem to think we have no feel-
ings, or that we are deaf or silly; but I
should like them to know that e have
feelings, and appreciate kindness and
consideration just as much as we resent
the slighting remarks, We, too, are
able fo think and reason things out for
ourselves, and that is why I am letting
you know my experiences previous to
and at the great show at Bradford.

My master is very proud of me, at
least T think so, from the kind things
he says about and to me. He says I am
a real “ Black Pearl,” and he says it in
such a way that I am always glad for
him to come and take me out of my
hutch and talk to me, and groom my
coat, which he says is like sa%in.

One day he took me to a show and put
me in a place they called a pen, on which
was a number, was very mervous and
wondered whatever was going to

2500 Rabbits, Cavies, Rats,
“at that show. and when I got talking to

pen to me. By and by T began to get a
little courage and l'wl?'e(l about me, and
saw quite a number of other Cavies,
some black, like me, others white, cream,
and even red. Listening to my master
and other men talkin r, [ foupd out it
was what they nnlle(i’ “cup day.” I
didn’t know what that was, so. I ided
ta do as Mr. Asquith said, ** Wait and
see. :

After a time, a man came and took
me out of my pen and placed me on a
table in front of another man, who was
wearing a long smock. After a label had
been put on one of my ears, this man
(whe 1 found out was the judge) picked
me up and examined me all over, then
ho did the same to the other, Cavies
that were brought to him. After a
time and muech examination, he sai
“That’s the one,” pointing to .me.
was taken back to my pen, and I

them say, “ That’s the one that’s won
the cup.” After a little while my mas-
fer came to me, petted me, and eaid I
had done very well, and that my mis-
tress would be proud of me, as I had
won both the cup and rose bowl.

When the elassification for the great
show at Bradford was printed in
F'ur axp Fraraer, my master came into
the caviary and said: ** Now, Pearl, you
and one of your younger sisters must go
to this great show. When you get there
you will be surprised, and f you ean
score- that is, if you can win a prize—
you will do very well indeed.” v the
entries were sent off to Mr. Watson, and
by return post the labels came with the
class and pen mumbers on.. These had
tu be put on eur travelling hamper,

By the way, T don’t like these ham-
pers and long frain journeys, as they
upset me and cause e much uneasiness.
However, we had to go, so early  one
morning we were put into our hamper.
which had been we]]I lined with hay, and
taken to the station. Affer we had been
weighed we were put into the train, and
after mueh rocking and shaking we
arrvived at Bradford Station, from where
we were taken to the show-room.

Everything was hurry. and bustle.
Men wearing badges of office were rush.
ing here and there with hampers and
10xes, putting Rabbits and Cavies into

pens, ready, so I found out, for the
Judging. When I had time to look
tound I was surprised. There were over

and  Mica
my near neighbonrs, who, were all of the
same colonr as myself, T was given to
understand that was in the black
class, and that Mr. H. Downs was to
be the judge. I had lieard my- master
mention this gentleman’s name, and he:
said he hoped Mr. Downs would like me
so well that I shomld score; so when
I was taken to the table I tried to look
my best and please the judge. I gave
him the glad eye, but I found twenty-
nine more all anxious to do the same,
and I'm sure Mr. Downs must have had
hard work to pick ont the ones he liked
the best. Although he gave Mr, Foster's
exhibit the first prize, and I was amon
the *“also rans,” I'm not going to min
becanse it was a great experience, an
perhaps another day it may be my good
fortune to have the red card. My mas-
ter, although sorry I hadn’t done bet-
ter, said: ** Well, never mind, old girl,
I like yon none the less, and we will ba
sports and not gramhle and grouse and
say hard things about the judge.”

Mr. Watson kindly allowed a friend of
my master’s to take me and sister

e my
howe, so that I was soon enjoyin, 2 iMd
meal in my comfortable hutch, %o:

'Y at the great and grand show I had

at and the things I had seen. I hope
to do better next time.
NORMAN BLACK PEARL
(an *“also ran.”).

RABBITS, ETC.

(WET OR DRY)
DRESSED PERFECTLY.
SINGLE SKINS el
1gm or more }E
Retﬁ-l;n (:‘:irriage Paid.
Delivery Six Days.
NATHAN COHEN & SONS,

Fur Skin Dressers and Cleaners,
INSURED AT LLOYDS.

BOW ROAD, LONDON, E. &

228,
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3|Mr. C. A. House goes fo Australia fo Judge. |
X ; b
3| A GREAT HONOUR TO HIM AND TO THE .;?
I’_i BRITISH FANCY. £

=
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\s many of our readers already know,
Mr. C. A. House has been specially in-
vited by a committee of Australian fan-
ciers to go out to Aunstralia to judge,
and on ‘the 18th inst. he leaves London
by the Orient liner “ Osterley,” and
will arrive at Sydney early in April.
This is, indeed, a great honour both to
Mr, House and the British Fancy, and
as one of that gentleman’s 4:r]tio.';’c.i fan-

am

cier friends and fellow-workers,
very pleased that an old colleague
elinuld be so0 honoured.

ir. House has been primarily in-

viied to judge the big International

Show at Sydney, New South Wales,
Anstralia, to be held in June., The
Hon, Dr. Wall, ML.C,,

dent, and Mr. C..W. Bushell, proprietor
of *“The Australasian Pigeon,” is the
gecratary of {he committee responsible
for Mr. House's visit, But this show
35 only one of a series for which Mr.
House's services have Deen requisi-
tioned. His first engagement as a
}udge will he at Sydney at the great

Gaster Show, which will last from
April 12th fo April 20th. At 16 other
important shows, in which every State
will participate, will Mr. House offi-
ciate as judge. From the time he
leaves London till he returns in Sep-
tember he will have travelled over
30,000 miles.

Mr. House will deliver a number of
Iectures to Australian fanciers, and
will mot only ‘visit practically every
part of Australia, but New Zealand as
well, and if he has an opportunity he
will also e¢ross to Tasmania, returning
across the Pacific and wvisiting Canada
and America. He will get in touch
with all the prineipal fanciers, ascer-
tain tlieir wiews, investigate their
methods, and Jater give the results in
our papers, Fuor axp Fearaer and
Picroxs AxD tHE SHoRT Distasce Fiven.

Mr. House's carveer as a fancier and
judge 15, of course, well known to prac-
tically all our readers, he having heen
most prominently before the public in
both capacities for over 40 years, He
was borm on July 13th, 1862. He has
guccessfully bred, exhibited and judged
dogs, poultry, mpigeoms, rabbits, cats
and cavies, and he is aecquainted with
most followers of all these.

He i8° equally well known a3 an
author of many books on live stock and
as a Faney editor and journalist. In
the latter ‘eighties he hecame sub-
editor of the old “ Fanciers' Gazette,”
under Mr. Edward Brown. TIn asso-
ciation with Mr. Brown, he also acted
as editor of “Pet Stock.” Since then
he has acted as editor of “The Fan-
ciers’ Gazette,”” “Fur and Feather,”
*“ Ponltry and Pigeons,” “ The Homing
World,” “The Bird World.” He was
the first editor of ““The Poultry
Wonld,” and left it—after my serious
illness and my then inability to resume
active management—to take up the posi-
tion of manager of our concern, The
Fanciers’ Newspaper, etc., Co.—now
Watmoughs TLimited, of which Mr.
Honse is a divector—which position he
held for eight vyears, returning in the
antumn of 1919 to again take np the
editorship of “ The Poultry Warid,”
and to act as chief of the stafl of its
gister journals, “Cage Birds” and
“ Smallholding and Allotment.”

The personal note underlying this
raference to the great compliment paid
to Mr. House by our Australian friends,
and which mainly prompts these lines,
is the fact that I have known our
friend so long and have had such a
close and intimate association with him
in so many phases of the Fancy and
Fancy journalism. Such being the case,
1 conid not possibly refrain from add-
ing to the send-off to Mr. House of our
live-stock contempararies, and saying a
few words of appreciation of my old-
time colleague, -

My first ventura in Fancy newspaner
ownership was “Fur and Feather »—
first called “ The Rabbit-keeper.” Thig

was in 1888. Practically at the very
eommeticement Mr. House joined the
stafi—along with, by the way, another
esteemed friend, Mr. T. B, Mason—
and he has remained on the stafl, inside
or outside, ever since,

This long and close association pro-
bably canses both Mr. House and my-
relf to know more of each other’s little
faults and weaknesses than most men,
and, on the other hand, to better and
more  fully realise and appreciate,
as we do, each other's good pro-
perties. It is, at any rate, so with
respect to my opinion of Mr. House,
and I trust and believe it is the same

my best wishes and eompliments on the
distinguished honour conferred upon
you. Knowing yon a5 I do, as such a
snecessful breeder of animals and birds,
also as one of cur keenest, most fearless
and best judges, I sincerely wish yon
a pleasant voyage and a happy time
“down under.” I earnestly hope you will
make as many friends in Australia,
and the other places vou visit, as yon
are leaving in the Mother Country.”

This letter is typical of hundreds T
have received during the last two
months, T appreciate them greatly, and
as it is_impossible to answer all per-
sonally, T ask the writers to accept this
my appreciation and thanks. From
America, Canada, Anunstralia. Belginm,
France, and Holland have I also re-
ceived congratulations.

Many English papers have referred to
the honour done me, some of them
being jomrmals in friendly
with those nnder my charge.
Holland, Mr. C. S. jan
the editor of “ Avicultura,” and
from Belgium, M. Pulinckx, the
editor of “ Chasse et Peche,” also_ Mr.
. Howard, editor of the “Indian Ponl-
try Gmzette,” have sent their congratu-

rivalry
From
Gink,

is the presi- =— -

OFF TO THE ANTIPODES.

MR. C. A. HOUSE.

with that
self.

In heartily wishing Mr. House * bon
voyage,” T would add that 1 think our
friend’s visit to the Antipodes will do
a great deal of good to the Famcy bLoth
at home and * out s It can

gentleman’s regard for my-

there.””
hardly fail to be helpful all ronnd. Mr.
House will have much to tell the Anti-
podenians about the Faney in this
eountry, and upon his retoprn home he
will ‘have a lot to tell s abont the
position amd daings of the Faney in
Ausiralia. Altogether, Mr. House's
visit to Australia must bring oversea
fanciers and  ourselves  appreciably
closar together, which, obviously, will
be beneficial to all concerned.
J. E. WATMOUGH

Fre I leave England for the land of
the Southern Cross I would like to re-
turn thanks to the many fancier friends
who have sent me their congratulations
and good wishes. A fellow judge. who
18 also one of our oldest and most sue-
eosaful Northern breeders and exhibi-
tors, says: “1 cannot allow such an
occasion to pass without tendering you

lations. These, 1 need not say, are par-
ticularly pleasing.

It has added immensely to the
pleasure of my trip to know that so
many fanciers in the homeland and on
the. Continent, some of whom I know
only by repute, are so keenly interested
in my doings. 1 thank one and all.

Ostensibly, T go to Australia to teach.
That is why [ have been asked to
undertake the journer. [ ieel, though.
that I shall learn muoeh, and I go as
a humble-minded stadent. hoping to
gather valuable information, w]r:il:h on
my return will be used for the benefit
of the fanciers of my loved native land.

C. A. HOUSE.

UNIVERSAL ANGORA RBABBIT CLUB—
Third annual Young Stock Show of the
Universal Angora Club will be held at
Reading on Wednesday, July 12th, Clagses
and prize money as at nsval Young Stock
shows, which will be publisheq later. Mr.
E. Whiteheasd the Reading secretary and
a member of the Club, will see to the
care and comfort of our exhibite.—J.
Fletcher, hon sec.

THOUGHTS OF THE PAST.
OF DAYS
GONE.

BY F. BULL.

There are times in a man’s life when
the past comes up hefore him, and he
feels he must say, with the poet—

MEMORIES THAT ARB

O foolish man, where are thine eyes?
How hast thou lost them, in a ero
of cares? :

Since taking up judging, and coming
in contact with so many new fanciers,
my thought has flown back to the early
days when I was an anxious enguirem
about the pros and cons of my exhibits.
It is now 44 years since 1 enfered my
first Rabhbits for show. 1 had kepé
tahla ones, Hut one day came across a
book entitled * Rabhbits for Prizes and
Profit.” I read it throngh more thanm
once, and 1 cleared out of the Rabe
bits, and started with some Dutch and
Silvérs. My first venture was not &
success, the Rabbit coming home with &
he cavd. They told me I shonld never
win a prize, but I felt it could be dons
by perseverance and stundy. My next
attempt was at our local flower show,
where 1 entered a Dutch and a Silver,

and, would you believe it, my Dutel
won. 1 have bthat prize te-day on my
kitchen shelf, ticking away as I am
writing these lines, and saying “ Go
forward in the Fancy.” As a compari-
son with that show, when 1 read the
report of your Bradford event, 1 said

I had missed one of the

b greatest treats
the Fancy has ever had. .

. My introduction to one of our firsk
judges was to. Mr. J. Jennings, and
that was at the Al Emngland Rabbit

shows, Walworth Road, and lere weras
some of tha old school to be seen exhi-
biting., amongst them heing Mr. T. B.
Mason, our old and respected judge.
May he yvet be spared to the F‘m?ydfor
;n_nn_v a long day. How T vsed to admire

jis Silver Greys in those days. It was
a freat o come in contact with such
fanciers as Messrs. W, Andrews (Lo

hreeder), G. Philps, who kept Lops an
Duteh, Carvill, with Silver Greys and
Creams; alas, they have gone. 1t was
also a pleasure to meet such judges ag

Meesrs. Aldred and Roberts, two goad
old stalwarts of the past,
I well remember wisiting Worthing

Shows_in fthe eighties, when Mr. Kemp-
ster Knight was the secretary. A new
name was coming to the front then im
Silver Greys, viae=Mr, W. Walter. I
was privileged to take a letier of in-
troduction to him, from Acton, amd
many happy days we have spent to-
gether at different dhows. T am
to know he is still as keen as ever to
have a good look at Silver Greva in the
show pen, and one wonld Tike to know
his. opinion on the Silvers of to-day.
As T write on the past, there seems to
come before me a whole lot of fanciers
who have passed from us. Omne thinks
of Newherry. the Belgian man, What
a genial fellow he was. and how he
liked you 10 spend an evening with him,
showing Iis exhibits to you, and asking
for a ecandid owvinion on them. How
my old friend “G.G.” and 1 enjoyed
those visits,

I shall never forget my first visit fo
the Crystal Palaee Show. I had entered
a Silver Grey and a grev Dutch, and

von can imagine how pleased I was
when I found the Duteh was awarded
4th prize. That was good enough for
me to take courage and peg away ak
all the great shows that were to follow.
MOUSE SPECIALS AT
BRADFORD,

I wish to tender to Mr. Blake my thanks
for his reply, re the above, algo to inform
him that Messrs. Wood, Webster, Lees and
Boot stood by and heard him make the
remark, that he had no mominations for
same. There were only the teams brought
ont as admitted, but the other specials
were awarded by Mr. Middleton from his
alips in his book. I think it only fair to
the members of the Club that, when judg-
ing for specials, all first prize winmers
ghould be brought out, especially when
there are two judges. WM. TURTON.
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. SUPPLEMENT TO FUR & FEATHER, RABBITS & RABBIT KEEPING.

FrsrUARY 17, 102%
=

TWO winning black Dutch bucks, also
two black does, 30s. to clear. Avards,
Ayleaford, Kent. "

THAT grand grey Dugeh buck, 12 montha,
Glen Glory Nosuper, winner ist. sp. Derby,

Znd Clay Cross., J3rd. Northallerton, 1st
Thorpe, Potter'a. hargain, only 508 to
::}Dloir ttl)mch. F. Middle, Alston House,

sett.

DUTCH, unsold from advert: threa black
two blue doe 4s. each; must sell; ap-
proval. William Roper, Grevstoke, Penrith.

"ENGLISH.

EDWARD SALISBURY,K Contractor., 25,
Holmfield Rd., Glynn Estate, Blackpool.
The oldest and most suocessful breeder
and exhibitor in the kingdom, X
ND AND SON English Bpecialiats,
Withernsen York: Btock including win.
ners always for eale. state requirements;

eatisfaction  guaranteed. ¢hampion
Bastern Prinee at stud,
JOHN SHERBORNE. The “Pamber” stud

as a grand lot of stock for sale, alsg
bucks at stud. See stud adverts, Address
4). Redlands Road, Reading.

ENGLISH RABBITS,

It you want the best brand, either adulta
or youngsters, write me and I will endea-
vour to supply you en the most satisfac.
tory and reasonable terme. Quality good,

price right. Correspondence and advice
alwaye a pleasure, desire no man’s
money oes not purchase satisfac-

that
tion. L. Bhaw, 16, Orchard Street, Baville
Town. Dewshury -
FOR SALE, two grey English bucks, one
winner 2 firsta and 1 third in Open com-
mon; other, winner third at Fauld-
only time shown, good atock, 15s,
each; approval, William Twaddle, Buss
tage, Kilncadjow, Oarluke
TORTOISE English doe, 18 months, ist,
special Dbest in show Exmouth, 128, 6d.
ht, Sagona Ter., Exeter.
HIGH-OCLASS English. bred from the
best. adulta £1, youngsters 55, each: good
heads and saddles; some winners. F.
Leeves, 1, Denmark Road, Bromley, Kent.
CLASSIOAL pair young English, grandly
marked and champion bred, 73. 6. pair;
overstocked, Harrison 8St, Marks Btreet,

s,

TORTOISE buck and two does with good
heads and saddle and medium bedies, good
value, 20s, each. Alton, Trimdon Grange.

BLACK buck, winner 10 firsts £4 4a.; also
blue buck., winner two 1ists only times
shown. £2 10a.; bargaina, W. Foster, 1,
Arnold Lane, Hull, :

GOOD English doe, in kindle .6s. 6.,
buck 53. E. Palin, Overton, Frodsham,

TWO tortoice Englich does, 10 months,
178, €d. each: also pair tortoise does, three
months, £1 pair; particulars. eapproval,
R, Button, Great Ayton

PURE-BRED English, black and tortoise,
maiden does and bueks 10s. pair. Gibbin,
Whithy Station, Yorkas.

WINNING grg buck, 9 months, aleo doe,
good hreeder, 108, the pair; particulars.
0. Nicol, Acomb, Hexham.

FLEMISH.
7. E. JEFFRIES (Jeffries Bros.), 18 1b, str

of present-day winning Flemish, includ-
ing many champions. 40, Fingal Street,
Greenwich 10,

B.E. 10,
PF:]'I)IUBEE Gt(lly,rk steel Flemish buek, 10
montls, 17s. .. approval, carriage paid.
Gent, Burnham Overy, Norfolk.

FLEMISH, sixteen months buck, 12 lbs.
real good steel, homestly worth £4, will
sell 30s.. also a few youngsters: my stock
mothing but Wren's and Jeffries.  Cecil
Newman, Woodlands, Snodland, Kent.

TOPPING buck, right colour and: stamp,

T, age 10 montha 123 lbs., only £3,
mh £10§WI have ?Ehlwi' o}:caper; stamp
. ainwright, enny. 1
Road, Maidstone, gl G o

OWING to illkhealth Mr Bird is com-

to dispose of his Flemish, four

and threg wucks; does Wiison's strain.
stud buck Tuck's direct: £12 or nearest
cffer; wonld separate; letter. money to
mm“tryl Clevedon, Broomfield Place, Cov-

DARK steel Flemisk Giant i
8 ‘months, 10 Ibs, 259.; mrﬁg;%enpm:
Write Stringer, ¢, Edward 8t.. South.
borough, nr. Tunbridge Wella, Kent.

HIMALAYANS.

FRED AVARDS, 37 years hreeder of Him-
alayans and winner of more medals than
any living Himualayan fancier; 20 guinea
mrpr.ns t}.&urﬂs‘ 5 %"luléea. cup twice, can

neks  am oes, 13a. + <h,
Eleaford. Kent. %y

HIMALAYAN adults, 100, fd. Bennett
Glen Park, Eastville Hristol, o
GRAND doc, in kindle, 21s.; alss some
;cﬁp&mﬁiﬁ'ml:;gstﬁ-rhtlkm}{?mtha. 10s, each:
ners. Ewbank, Bockse'ler, alm.

® o chie'ler, Walm

HAVANAS.

0 J. DAVIES, Culverlands, Lindfield,
x, offers Havanas of the most
successful strain, celected eince 1914 for
fur_ etc. -~ Chinchilla Rabbits and Abys.
dinian Cavies: very reasonable prices.

Medals are
full size of
Ilustrations.

AR AU SR AUIORIORORORROR)

No. 251, with Enamelled
Centre,

S-ct. Gold .. Price 32/

Silver s B8

B g

i . Silver.. .. ., 15/-

InrustraATED List Post FREE ON APPLICATION,

T. HUDSON'S Exors., Ltd,

59-69 SHUDEHILL, cuvisiea o MANCHESTER
B S o o e S e S S S o e o e e e S S S S T

AR e e e R e S e e s

Cups:Medals

WIDE RANGE OF DESIGNS

COMPETITIVE PRICES.

Any variety
of Rabbit or §
Cavy may be

epamalled an
our Medals.

S S b o S S e e e S P S e S S S N P P S O

No. 279, with Enamelied Centre
9-ct. Gold .. Price 58/-

o

MRS: EDGAR THORP, The Elms, Bore-
ham Wood, Hanta. Enquiries invited,
Havana buck, Rajah, at stud; also
Chinchillas,

I'EDIGREE Havanas, buck and doe, hoth
winners, buck 25s., doe 158, accept 35a.;
buck honestly worth double: cards sent.
Bewick, 6, Delaval Gardens, Newslham,
Northumberland.

HAVANA éoe, adult, good eolour, type,
12a. 6d.; anather, 5 nonths, 10s. 60 Woed,
13 Bouthoot Place, Bath

LOPS.

YOUNG buck, 1st young class Spaldimﬁ.
also seve does, in kindle; approval,
Write W. Kendall Dudley Wood, Cradley
Heath, Staffs, J
WINNING Lops. Latest wins: Spalding,
Hucknall, Ripley; see reports. 253 263, 27.
Particulars—Giles, 66, Hurst 8t., Oxford.

POLISH. -

W. E. DEAN, 41, West Street, Rugby.
Breeder and exhibitor of Polish. Stock
generally for sale.  Champion White
Heaxther ot stud.

CLEARING, genuine winners, 6 Polish,
including 2nd Club Show; 3 Himalayans,
from 15s.; exchange Chinchilla. doe; stamp
replies, Nutman, Campbell Terrace, Eas-
incton Lane, Hetton-le-Hole., N.P.R.C.

SIX lovely Polish does, 10a each, young.
aters 7s. 6d. F. Deaman. Ashtead, Surrey.

SILVERS.

F. W. WESTERN, Biggleswade, Beds., bolds
the World's Record. for Bilver Rabbits—
Greys, Fawns. Browns. State wants and
price you will pay, from 30s. to ; &p-
proval willingly; cash with order. )
THERE are not less than 125 pieces in

our Jig-saw puzzle of the Silver Grey. It

is clean cut ang is fixed together in our
patent enclosure. Post free 23, 9d. "Fur
and Feather,” Idle, Bradford,

SILVER BROWNS.
BROWN TO BROWN BRED.

Four maiden does and two bucks, T mtha.,
Fenwick-Jameson, these are bred from
winning Open parents; all on approval at
£1 ewch or £2 i0s buck and two does, or
£4 the lot. Phillipson, 3, The Hawthorns,
Woodbridge Rd., Moseley, Birmingham

SILVER BROWN buck and two dous,
adults, ¢can win anywhere, 313 each;
Silver Grey doe, winner lst Hinckley a
Dbeautiful tween f0s.- another, au good,
little darker, 305, Phillipson (sec Cavies).

SILVER GREY doe and four youngaters,
six weeks, I6a.; ditto with three, !3s.;
ditho with two 13a.; four, ten weeks, youns-
sters, beauties, 183 &l . also other bucks
and drea, slso blue FHeverens, Havanas;
write requirements: =all pure-bred; bar-
gaina; compelled to give up faney. Xing,
5 Ceorge St (ireat Yarmouth.

GREY doe, 8 months, 10s, 6d.; 10 months,

1%a. 6d. Arnold, 47, Bostock, Abingdon-
* on-Thames.

RICH, even, hright coated Silver Grey
doe, Bilver Club winmer, 10 months, in
kindle to my noted winning buck, win.
rer seven 1sts, two specials, Znd, Open
wing, only £3 10z ; sure litter of winners;
lronest bargain; full satisfaction or money
returned : high-class fawn dos, in kindle,
423. 6d.. noted winning fawn buck, d40s.;
othera cheap: room wanted for young-
sters. F. Middle, Alston House, Consett.

SILVER FAWNS. Owing to busineas
reasons I am disposing of my whole atud,
winners and sound breeding stock: some
of these are sired by Champion Brilliance;
all are Mr. Brown's strain; also 12 hutches,

cheap. Norman Boswell Norval
Dﬂ‘en%a.m. Evesham, e Hoves,
TANS.

GRAND vyoung blue doe, struck by

Ward's cap winnper, 2%.; topping black
bupk 8 months, 15s.; hargains, Ewbank,
Bookeeller, Walmgate, York.

BLUE-AND-TAN doe, in kindle to win.
ning buck, 158.; Blue, also Black-and-Tan,
buck, & months, 10s. to £ each, or ex-
chiange, Gould 11, Little South St., Cov-

entry.
OQOOPER BROS, can apare nice Black-
and-Tan doe, 218, ; also buck, 203, See stud.
BLACK Buck, 18 months, 3rd Gloucester
(Tan Club Show), also many wins, 20s,
Blue Doe, T4 montha, rea, Altrincham, 20s.

AGOUTI Duteh. boar and three sows, ong
a Club Show winner, Hargreaves direct,
£5 the pen. two red Dutch, sows, one win-
ner, £2; exchange winning £elfs or Rab-
bits, anything useful. Green, Nursery St.,
Market Rasen.

COMPELLED to sell all my high-clasa
whites, so0 my loes will be your gain; two
eows and boar, all these will hold their
own in the best of compiny, a gift £4 10s.;
three sows and boar, two sows, heavy in
young, £3 the four. three sows and win-
ning boar, one sow in young £2 10s.;

| Beven sows, 2 menths, £1 lot; particulars;

approval, deposit. Harry Jones, 45, Cold-
Bath Rd.. Kings Heath Birmingham.

ALMOST a Dblack Abyssinian sow, 12
months and her young sowa T weeks, 27a.
6d. W. G. Quartermaine, 23 (eorge St.,
Wellinghorough,

A GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY
Owing to removal 1 have decided to dis-
pose of my entire stud of red Dutch, my
winning young boar, four adult boars,
one young boar, geven adult sows and ning
sows, nearly full grown, selected and line.
bred for five years_lot £10 10s. or separate;
stamp reply. J. Walsh, 33, Lydia Street.
Accrington

' T WANTED, adult waster Cavies, exchange

English Rabbits, Wright, 39, Park Grove,
York.

TW0O adult black sows, Forster-Bowden,
10s. each; “ditto, red, 7s. 6d, each: youngz
pair, tortoise-and-white, Greenlees’, 7a. 6d.
Jefferys, Mozergh Houee Kendal.

SALE, few pens of Cavies, blacks, Abys-
sinians, 258, pen. L. Sutherley, 81, Oak
Street, Burton-on-Trent. -

MUST eell, room wanted for Terriers,
pen red Dutch, headed by T. Robson's
winning boar, winner 14 prizes, Open, £2
10s.: pen Agouti Dutch, boar winner, 308.;
odd’ sows, either ¢olour, 7s. 6d. each; two
chocolate sowa direct from Bert Leacl,
10s. each: selected trios, chocolate Dutch
Mice, bred from the best, 3. &d. trio.
Busby, Newsagent, Selston, Notts :

PAIR splendid golden Agouti Cavies, 6
months, 12s. 6d.. two Self black sows, 10s.
6d.: approval: worth treble. Newhouse.
Police Station, Btourton, 3

GRAND white sow, 2nd Grimsby, res.
Bradford, adult, 30s,: sow, 4 months, vho
Bradford, 15a.. another, vhe Bingley, 10s.:
adult cream sow, can win, 10s; approval.
Adin, Draper, Ashbourna

OREAMS. Overstocked, can spare a few
real good sows, T to 8 montha old. These
are not rubbish but I must have room for
next batch of youngsters, 158. and £1 each,
Apply early to eave disappoinment. H.
Gu.rriuoﬁ 22, Clifton Bank, Rotherham.

CREAM hoar and two sows, each have
won 4 firats in o shows and can still
win. My 7 10s. the pen. Cream
Boar, 5 months, a gem, and sure winner,
30s. Agouti Boar and Sow, both open
winners, and can still win, £3 10s. Agouti
Boar and Sow, 5 months, sow won two IZnds
at Bradford: a gift at £2 10s. Agouti
Boar and Sow, both unshown, but ean win,
£2 the pair. Agouti Boar and two Bows,
4 months, the very beat for £2 the pen.
All cards and full partieudss given, and
approval willingly. Philipaon, 3, e
Hawthorns, Woodbridge Rd.,
Birmingham,

EXHIBITION Cavies, from 2s, 6d.
gon, Cavy Farm, Woolwich.

MICE & RATS.

Moseley,.

Pear-

Oards sent with both. Blue Doe, Blu
Belle, mother of the above, late the pro-
perty of Mr. Irving, 40s.; only parting with
above to make room for Loga‘ Shaw,
Station Street, Sutton Coldfield.

NEW ZEALAND REDS

NEW ZEALAND RED maiden doe, £1:
pair Japanes=e. winners, 50s. 20, Nile Rd.,
Gorleston-on-Sew.

CAVIES.

W, H. GREENLEES Lily Bank, Davyhul
Manchester, Tortoise-and-whites an
A niana always for sale, at reason.

. stamp for “pl{ia

BERT LEECH. Olubside, Dereham, Nor-
Ioo.l;.m gelfe. ?llﬂeolonu a speciality.

ondencs in

a.v. BF?I'AYI.OR, 64, Southern Street, Seed.
ley, Manchester. Breeder and exhihit_r
of high-class Abyssinians, “off”’ colours
a speciality; stock generally for sale at
reasonable prices; satisfaction guaranteed

R. H. B. WILSON Langmere, Seole. Nor-
folk, Tortoise-and-whites; enquiries in-
ﬁs.ll: %ood alelact,lon from winners gen-
erally for sale.

J. A. BUTLER, 39, Rawmarsh Hill, Park-
gate, near Rotherham, breeder and
exhibitor of high<class BSelf Oavies, all
ecolours, stock for sale, correspondence
invited. : :
WANTED, cream, white er licht Dutch-

marked Caviea, from 6 to § ounces, 18a. per

dozen; sender to pay carriage. Shackleton

& Over, Teadenhall Market, London.

WE have had two Cavies—cream amnd
Dutch-marked—ent into Jigeaw puzzles,
There are ahout 100 pieces in each and the
price ia 2s. 61. post free. “Fur and
Feather,” Idle, Bradford.

PBALPH BLAKE, Rock Villa, Greytree Roses-
on-Wye. Breeder, Exhibitor and Judge of
fancy Mice and Rats. I epecialise at
present in self blacks, chocolates, reds,
gilvers, and whitea; aleo brokens, chooo-
lates, evena and Dutch-marked Mice. In
Ba*s I have Japs, brokems, and black-
eyed creams. Exhibition or breeding

stock at reasonable prices. Novices
gpecially catered for. Advice gratls.
Stamp reply.

J WOpOD, 10, Newlaithes Gardens

Leed d ‘m%uop
Lt , WL, 8. er and ex!
o?"i’gncy Mice; exhibition breeding
stock in most varietiss rupplied: corres-
pondence a pleasure; stamp reply.

I CAN purchase surplus Mice, also Rats,
five weeks old John Marsh, 123, Lavens
ham Rd.. Southfields, 8.W.. 18.

FANCIERS havinz surplus Mice to dis.
pose of p write me. Child, 88, Parks
hill Road. Hampstead, London.

REDS, chocolates, blacks, whites, 2a 6d.
pair: stamp reply. A. g Tooley 7, Quay
Mill Walk, Gt. Yarmouth.

SHOW ocages, 2s. 61, each; case made
to order from 53, 6d. upwards; carriage
1a. extra. Gould Cage Manufacturers, i,
Little South 8t Coventry.

WANTED, A 1,000 RATS
Five weeks old, best price. Ralph Blake,
Roga. R T TR
10 MIOE, mixed colours, first offer. East-
wooid, Agshdon, Fssex.

POULTRY & PIGEONS.

-

MURT be sold, eight pure-bred White
Fantails, five birds worthy of showings
Beat offer gecurea, Eastwood, - Ashdon,
Essex. .
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