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_T_w_in_ Secrets of Ca.vy t h e Ca liforn ia breeders . re in on the groun j 
fl oor . T h e Eastern States h ad a Yery severe 
winter t h is yea r . so all the Eastern Jabora­
t ries a re ordering their ca,·ies from t he 

Good H ousing 
Ma n agement 

and r:~~d e;; ~~"}~ e ;;; est~~n E~~~te~h~ueW~~t~~~ 
Sta tes h ad a (airly nllld win ter, so we have 
p lenty of ca vie t o sell. T h e mnrkPt is so 
good, t hat most of t he breeders nre pu shin g 
t h eir stock ext ra hard in ord er t o try to fi ll 
t h la rge ord ers. Some laborator ies want s 
m any as 2.000 ca\ ies in a single mon t h , and 
most of the others a re aokin g for all the 
ca vte that can )Je spared for the rest of t h e 
eu mmer. The current pr ices are quite good , 
and t!l is boom fo r cavies should prov e Yery 
profitable. 

... By C. V . B. Taylor 
MR. H. BECKER ,.·rit es: ·· Ab 011t a month 

a go I bought ten Self " 'h:te ows in 
kindle a nd a boa r I wan t to try to ea rn a 
bit of spa r e c•sh by breed ing ca vie.s for t11e 
was ter tra de. P reviou sly I have kepi r abbits 

n d banta ms. bu t t his is my fi rst attempt a t 
gui nea -p ig keepi n g. Alrea dy I ha ve n ad mv 
fi rs t et-back. as two of t h e so ws 1: ttered 
(four each I the day after t heir arr:val and 
a ll t he youn gst ers "-ere stil lborn . and t o 
m a ke m atter wor6e , three more of t he he::1\'V 
jn-kindle sows were found dead in th e hutch 
th is mornin g. 

· Ca n you sug ge.'lt any reason ~or these 
losses? I keep the ca\·ie all r unni n g 
t ogether on the floor a·r a small paultry o!i.ed 
whi ch 1 ~ave r.on\•er t crl into a cayi ary I 
feed them on swed es, sta le cruns ot biead 
and hay. Is t his a ll r ight?" 

The feed ing mention ed by my corre pon­
dent is not on too generous lin es. becaus:e he 

-0es not m enti on an y greenstu ff, and caviEs 
ere lost w1th-0ut a few cauI? flower leaves or 
even ca bbage lea ves . I h a ,•e perhe.ps been 
fortunate during the past win t er as I h a ve 
been able to get a weekly su ppl . from m y 
greeng rocer , a nd n doe help to keep ct:l\' i s 
fit till the fresh grass nd other w'. ld h erb• i;e 
comes along. 

Then there a re some good ma~hes to be 
m_ade f!om sma ?i pota toes a n d peelings m:xed 
with I.he bran ration ti ll cr umbiv moist . 
T hese additionol wi nter it ems d o h elp t h e 
hay. 1\ is possible th a t t h e raJI journey 
u pset the sow. t hat ki'1dled so s oon after 
a rriv al , especi a lly !f they were all sent 
together in one box. '~ithout a n y d ivision , 
:tor no ma ttet ho w mu ch space is •!lowed. 
cavies will ins ist- on crowd ing t og£: ther a t 
one end of a box. un less they ore p&rtitioned 
off. Hea ry-ln -kindle so ws are th en !!able t o 
get d1t maged in such a tJ.-a y as t o cause 
Jn ju r v fa i n.I t o t h emsel\'es. or ce.use an 
abort ion 

Ma n l\gemen t itself may be a t fatrl t Jn my 
c-0rrespondent 's case. for you "·ill not e that 
the cax ies a re. n ot sepa rated in a n y wa y, bu t 
e.re kept running t ogether on the shed floor . 
I! one of th e sows li t ter ed. i t mar h a ve 
caused the oth er to abort Its young. 

I ad,·!se Mr. Becker to remove the boa r 
and pla ce t he . in-k indle sows in .sepa r a te 
hutches. There are t imes. I know, when 
c_avles a re kept on th e col ons sys t em. Thev 
IJ\"e together as a h :i.ppy !ami:y 1md iosses 
are few and fa r bet~n. but I conside:r i t 
best to remo\'e sows to epar at e small 
hutches Rbout a fortn ight before they a re 
due to k indle. I a lso admit I h ave wh en 
pushed !or room. let a coupl e of pr'egn.ant 
sows run together. and when ohe of t h em 
aias littered , the other has ass isted in the 
cleaning of the youngsters, but at other 
times a different story has t o be t old. 

Be 6Ure t o remove th e boar before s-Ows 
k indle in a ny case, because when 9 sow fa r­
rows. h e w:n not lesve her tn peace. and 
she will mate a gain immed iately, so you see 
there ts a da n ger of sca t t ered dead young­
sters and a ver y unw ise fu rther- mating if 
the boar ls allowed to rem ain in the same 
hutch . I fall to >Ee how it ca n be a wise 
policy to let a sow be carrying a second 
litter ..-hl!st she is attending to th e wan ts 
of her first fam il y. Do not treat your cavies 
a.s mach in es. 

R eply t o B. M. McMillan: Sorry I cannot 
put _you. In touch " 'ith a laboratory or s lmi­
lnr 1nst.1tution 1or tbe disposal of vou r su r­
plus stock. By your descrlpt!on t h e cavies 
are a cross between Abyssin iaM and Peru­
vian• . Your feedi n g methods a re quit e good. 
sawdust for the hutch floors absorbs the 
moisture quit e effe ctively. 

excellent prizes. and an the bne eavies we 
ha\·e In Cali!ornia, this should. p rove t o be 
a \"Ery good show. 

Some very good cavies llle bein g bred and 
r a ised in Calirornia. For insta nce. t here a re 
t he excellent Peru ,·ians of Mr Vernon Cl"alg, 
of Los Angeles, .the ,·ery fine Red .1\.mericans 
and \Vh1te Am ericans raised by Mr . J _ E­
Love of Compton. Ca liforn ia. and some of 
t h e finest Red Dutch cayies i:l t he cou ntry 
are being bred lly Mr A B. Scheer of La 
Crescenta. Some very good Abj'Ssinians are 
a lso being r a lsed In the Sta tes. 

On top of this. the bi ggest ca\'Y sho .. · (in 
im portance ) in tile Uitited Sta t es will be 
he1.d this ye~r in nearby Portland , Oregon. 
T h is will gi ve the Ca lifornia fanciers a 
cha nce to show what tbe;· ca n do 

The la boratory market in t h e Unit ed 
States Is very good a t" t b e p resent . Agaln, 

H seems that the whole country h as 
suadenly become " ca vy conscious," as there 
a re reports th a t ma n y of the Fane:; b reeding 
and youn g stock is being bought. 

With all th is buying of ca ,·i es and t h e 
new interest in them , the ca\'y show should 
h ave larger entries tha n e,~ er thi yea r . 
After a ll. it only costs a little money to send 
prize envies to a show, and the reward is 
so grea t . If ever:1 person could send jus t 
three or four cavies to at least one how 
th is yea r . I nm sure the entries would be 
YEry good, and the inten,ct in fan cy cavi :, 
heightened . 

In my next art lc1e on ··envies ~ 1 n 
Amerlcn." I hope to have more complete 
resu lts on the Baker field show. a nd .a.II t h e 
re. ul ts on the Santa Ana show. Until then 
keep on raising you r ca vies with th e int en­
tion o! breeding a wi nner. 

NATIONAL MOUSE CLUB NOTES AND NEW S 

The Fancy Past and Present 
Mouse · Show Calendar keen on exh ibit ing . I have made t hfa p oint 

19 Apr il.-Rotherh :im (Sptin g Cup). because several members regu larly come to 
3 May.-Ca !der Valley. see me who ha v~ not as yet entered the l ist 

A NEC of exh ibi t ors. And yet h rre Is the ma in 
'::l. . DOTES and rem iniscen ces are al-.:ays poin t They a re '>rim!ul of enthusiasm and 

..L mt·erestmg. and with t his m mind I interest. I ca n o-1ly trust they will branch 
a p j)roached Mr. Percy Ashley to €Ive a out later on the s·lOw bench. 
review on the mouse Fancy from early days 
a nd compare it with the present. As 1B •· Js the F ancy a s sound .a nd a.s unite-0 as \o 
kno"'n , Mr. Ashley is one of ou r o!des:t. mem- days gone by? The answer oo a broad bru;is 
bers. His mem\ler> h ip dates back to ;ffl)S, ls yes. bu t with over !00 members 1t can~ot 
an d, apnrt from during the first v.~or:d ~1", be expected that ther wtil all see eye to el:e. 
ho s never_ b~en relinquis hed . Adm ' tted lY, hr It wou!d .. ln !act. be a bad da y i1 such a thing 
has been 10 alld ou t of t he F l\'.11CY. mR in!y >n a pprnea. 
but n ever h as h e cea ed t o have a love and " I ha ve been a member of m any societ ies 
a ffect lon for th e Longtai !s. and from my exper ien ce, lt can safely be 

"I propose to undertake the t ask ailott ed said that mouse f anciers · o.gree to d iffer · i n 
to n:ie by Mr. Joh nson in two ch apters_ F irs t, a more am ica b '.e pirit tha n others. In t his 
I will deal with the Fancy. It is now over is the secret of tbe mouse f'ancy·s success. 
50 years since I first became lnterest ed in From t ime to t ime. there have been 
fan cy mice and i t ca·n , therefore. be said that differences of opinion an d argu ments, but in 
I h a\"e a good idea of h ow the Fancy is far ing the end everything has been th"rashed out 
at present comp ared with the past. and . th e episode forgotten . That ls ..-h y, in 

" The Nat ion a l Mou se Clu b has been tn my opinion . we have over the year a lways 
existence for 57 years. and much lon ger, had a healthy, uni t ed and sound club. May 
therefore. tha n most !ur clu bs. There ls n ot It rema in so. 
the s lightes t doubt that we have progressed "Our fouader . the late Mr. Wa lter Ma xey. 
a long wa y s ince t he club was In au gu ra ted was a man with th e coura ge of his own con­
Unl ike most fur sections, tne mouse F a ncy victlons. and pos essed ster lin g quali t ies. 
has n ever ha d excessive boom -llf'r lods. It One of Mr. Maxey's oft-repea ted prophesies 
has. of comse, had t imes w~' were bet ter was t ha t mice would eventuall y become a 
than others. but genera !ly ei\ ing lt h a s !actor to be reckon ed ..-1th in the small Jive­
been a case of progress a:id .~teady plodding . stock world. H ow r ight he was . I ca n 

" I n the early da ys. It -w as a diffic ul t job remember some wonderful times spen t In 
ta get mouse classes included in sho w scbe- his compan y. B e d id not have a n y con ceP­
dules a nd then on ly wit h • cap In hand.' t lon or t!he Mendel theory. but he k n ew wha t 
Today, we have no trouble .at al l t o get mice lt t ook to create a good mouse. 
Included and if need be. t h e Fancy can and ·· In 1h e ea r ly days. we wh o kept m ice 
does run its own shows. T hrou ghout the were looked upon as child ish . cra nk or even 
"·hole of m y members'hip of th e cl ub. there Insane. li has. howe,·er. often been s aid 
have always been mouse fancier s prepared that th e difference be.tween insanity a nd 
to run a show. As an exa mple. during the gen ius ls very little. A question \\' hl ch migh t 
war we did not close d own but ad justed. the be asked Ls whether the type of peop!e 
cogs bl the mouse mach ine and h eld a series - interested in !ancy mice has a ltered s ince 
of shows. roughly one a month , ln a)l parts those early da ys. I do not t hink so. We h R\'e 
o! the country which were undoubtedly a al ..- ays h ad people from all wa lks al life. 
grea t success. As a result. the. F ancy. even And many who were at the top in other 
in wartime mad e progress. When the wa r spheres. 
was over . th e norma1 work in g or ou r F ancy ' 'The ma in d ifference which I see in the 
wa~ re~um~d and. as a result of it s wartime F a n cy is the tixtension of duplica te cl a s~es. 
actH"l t1es. It co_uld hold gra nd shows with T h is , in my opin ion . h as been a m a rk ed •tep 
plenty of entnes and a gal a :o o! club forward. Our judges are just the sam e. T h ey 
m~.mbers. , bave always judged for ~he love of judglng 

How does th~ mouse Fa ncy fare today Q.nd their fee remains , on the whole, a mere 
when most . se~t1on15 are crying out. for ·thank you .• 
entries? It 1s. in. my opinion. sitting pretty. " Summarised, t h e mouse fancy has 
The uerage entri es at shows nowadays are ret a ined all its good points erad icated 

CA VIES JN AMERICA around a bout 15 per cla.ss. This !ea ves a good most of t h e bad ones a nd 'added some 
ret~rn for both the show promoters and the good ones. We have In deed progressed 

By Jack Ball 
e xh1b1tors. !or the p r ize money 1s usua lly 6/ -, si nce the ea rly da ys of th e mouse f aney, 
41;; ?!- for 1/ - entry. a nd it has been grand to ma •ch along wit h. 

SAN JOSE, CALIFOR NIA. T her e Is. bo wevei;. another point. namely such a fin e body of people." 
th a t one can .send s1 x mice to show for tbe * * * * 

,H ERE tn America the cavy shows are p r ice of one rabbit . Com pared with the 
starLln g up again. T h e San Gabnel rabbit Fancy, our pr!r.e m oney is generous H AVE you made your entrles for t h e 

Cavy Breeders' Association of Calll orma and ! / - entry fee tends to keep our Fancy a National Mouse Cl ub· Spr ing Cup show 
sponsored • ca,·y show m BakErsfield , Call- real hobby In ~hi& respect. the Fancy has at Rotherham, on Saturday, 19 Apr!! ? Mr . 
fornla on 15 and 16 Mar ch. There were 71 never altered . T he mou•e F ancy was inst!- C. B. Peters. 82 Lowfield Avenue. Grea.­
ca"les a t the show, which was considered a t uted as " a Fancy ," and has remained so. borough. Rotherham l• waiting. A one who 

. good entry. Mr. Vernon Cra ig won several · Adm.l ttedly. there h ave been a few breeders has been In constant correspondence with 
ribbons a_nd t ook best Peruvian wit h his (only a few ). wh o ha"e come ln and tried to Mr. P eters. I know him to be a man o! 
m agni ficent Peruvian cavies. make the F an cy a business. b ut without ster ling worth who is anxious to ~ive of h is 

The same clulb, "'ill sponsor anot h er sh ow success . be•t !or the mouse Fancy. He ls backed by 
on 5 and 6 April, at Santa Ana, Call- "How are we faring today as regards •everal !ellow-members. and stock at Roth er­
!ornia. Cups w!ll be offered for the best •tock? I should say t hat there are more ham on 19 April w!ll be in good hands . 
American , the best Abyssinian, a nd the best fan ciers keeping a nd exhibit lng stock th an Several cups will be up !or competition. but 
Peruvtan . _along with ~nether cup !or the ever. What I cannot a ccount for ig the per~ " even e.. u commended•• card at a club show 
best op;ios1te sex Peru vian. The.re will be a centage or erhibltors relative to member- l• someth ing or merit. Let Mr . P• t er s have 
special cup for the best Agoµt1.. with both ship . T hJ.., however . is n ot as great as it every po,sible en try. out of regard !or the 
S ilver and . Golden Agoutls competing. A used to be . I can only conclu de that many work he ls carrying out on ou r beh:i.lf . 
pa ~ r . of Ra cm g Homer pigeons will be , ~en people like to kEep m ice as a hobby an d seek .o. H . J OHNSON. H on . Sec., 
fo1 the best Chocolate cav7 With all t h e-se the fellow•hlp of the N M.C. witho.i being ··mghfield," Dritr!eld , Yorh. 

LONGTAIL WINNERS 
AT DRIFFJELD 

Consider ing the short notice given !or 
Driflield sho w, t he entry of 620, on 22 
Ma rch. was remarkably good. The task wa<; 
a he <i YY one for two judges. Classe~ wer e 
big, a nd qua li t y in most cases good . Than ks 
to my two stewards, who d id a hard day's 
work.-R .W. 

Mr. R. Ward's Classes 
T AN.-CHAM., SILVER OR DO VE, 23 : 1 

J ohnson , Cham. doe, a s h ade da rk , good 
tan . \'e:y good .ype; 2 Ashlev. Ch am ., lnel 
top. just bea ten t nn; 3 Holland Bros., 
Sil"er, goo.d sh ade top, good tan , beaten 
feet: ' Ma rriott . 8 WKS. , 16 : I. 3 Ashley, 
Dove doe. beautl!ul level top, no ligh t nose 
her e. rich t a n . sound feet , lovely condi t10n; 
3rd Do,·e, on ly a bnby. s hould ma ke a good 
adult. !only top colour ; 2 Sim pkins . Cbam. 
doe. sha de d ark on top. ,ich tan ; r Forp . 
A.0 .C., 21: 1 Ashley. Black T an. good top 
colou r . exception a l feet. well shown ; 2 Day, 
t ,·py Cha m. . good top a.nd ta n . very clo e 
to winner ; 3 K ellett. unusual exblbit . S ilver 
Grey T a n . lovely exhibit, llnrd lines t o be 
in su ch a s trong cla scs. b~auti !u l top_ dea d 
level nose t o t all , fails tan. m a y ma k e u p 
better with age. ve ry att ract ive; r E p!ey. 
8 WKS .. 21: 1 Ashley, Bl:ick doe. good top 
a-nd tan , IO \"P!y feet , splend id cond itiou : 2 
G . Smith. Chocolate doe, rich t op colour 
an d t an. feet quite good for this variety; 3 
E pley. Black . gOQd t op and feet , beat en 
tan . CHALL .. 33: 1. 2. 3 Ashley ; r J ohn on 
AGOUTI OR CINNAMON.-14 : 1, r Lockwood , 
Cmn nmon doe. level , good ticking. soun d 
feet. good und er : 2 Watts. r ich coloured 
Agout i. goo-J t icking, very close: 3 Ashle)' . 
Cinn amon doe. good colour and feet. beat €n 
t ick!ng. CHINCHILLA OR FOX .-11 : l 
John on , Fox doe good top and un der , good 
t ickj ng : 2 Wa tts. Fox, not qu it e •o good 
under: 3 Marsden, Chin . buck . good 
top colou r . nor pure en ough under ; r R obi n­
son ; a rea Uy good Chinchilla m t his cla'S 
" 'a s put hac k for h ead shaking. 8 WK .. I l: 
1 Roy, Pox , lovely top and tickong, good 
cond1t1on: 2 T h a eke.ray , Chi n . dor. lf',1eJ 
t op. cou ld be better under: 3 Carr. Fox doe. 
p a tchy top ; r Ba tty . A.O .V., !2: An interes t­
ing class to judge five varietieF. mcludmg 
Astr ex. l F orbes. n ,·ery good Sa'11e. richi:.st 
colour in this vn riety for some t~me. under 
as nch as any Red. very attracti\•e: 2 Hey­
wood. Pearl. ery pretty example of th"is 
scarer Y::\. r iety. h a rd lines t o m eet sueh a n 
ou i.tand in!' Sable. a bit ou t of con dition 
to-da y: 3 Ke~lett . St!ver Grey_ we:l ~ilvt:rfd . 
a sh :l de dark nose : r J ohnson . 8 WKS .. ._ : 
Another m ixed grill. full of qu ality. some 
good mice car dless . 1 K ellett. very pretty 
RilYPr G rey. d ead le,:el tram nos e· tc t nil; 2 
Lockwcoct . Cinnamon . rich colour level 
ticking, sou nd feet: 3 H iggs. Agouti d oe, 
well t ic.ked, beaten feet . little In th ese th ree ; 
r Yeadon . A.0 .V. CHALL.: I Lockwood: 2 
K ell ett: 3 Wntt s · r Roy. STUD BUCK. 23: 
l Walker , Cham .; 2 Fle tcher, P .E W.; 3 
Moorse: r Dav . DOE. 32: l pen 151 ; 2 
Ma r r iott: 3 A<hl ey ; r Watts . JUVE!'.'1LE: J 
Ma rsden: 2 Yea don: 3 Oliffe: r Holland 
Bros GRAND CHALL., 31: J Mnrriott : 2 
Ash ley: 3 Moorse: r Lockwood.- R . WARD. 

Mrs. A. P la n t ' s Classes 
Sl'.Lf., WHITE, 15 : I Pa tch ett. shnpely. 

good col our : 2 Lockwood_ good . li ttle part s 
t h em ; 3 Walk.er , not the shape ln head . 8 
WKS.. 18 : 1 Lockwood, a lovely doe. as 
nea r perfect Rs I have seen : 2 Downs. good. 
bea.ten -eye and head: 3 Fletcher . · ~ood, 
same fa ult . BLACK AND BLUE.-15 : !. 2 
J ohnson a good Black: bot h ver y good. firs t 
bes t sha pe : 3 D ay. bea t en under . 8 WKS .. 
n : I Simpkins. good young buck. should 
ma ke up well: 2 Johnson. very good buck, 
fails u nder : 3 WRtts. Blue. even in colour. 
s p ity to meet the Blacks. but it h eld its 
own. CHAM . OR FAWN,-21: Wh a t a class 
1 Marriot t . good doe : 2. 3 Walker. very good 
buck . le\"eJ colour : 3rd doe, n ot so fit a 
buck. 8 WKS. : 1 Day. doe, p leasing shade. 
level ; 2 Thack eray . . buck. should ma ke u p 
well : 3 Ma rr iott. doe. sound In colour. ver 
good. A.O.C.. 12 : 1 T indle. Cream. good 
shape a nd lovely pye: 2 Johnson. S ilver doP. 
good type and size : 3 Cash. R ed. good 
col our. smnll . 8 WKS .. 10 : I , 2 Johnson, 
S ik er doe. good cojou r . size and type : 2nd 
doe. li ttJ e da rker than winner; 3 T :ndlr, a 
Blnck-Eyed Cream. good head and eye. 
CHA L . . 33: 1 Ma r r iott: 2 J ohn son : 3 Lock­
w_ood : . r T ind le . 8 WKS., 39: 1 Lorkwood ; 2 
S1mpkrns: 3 Da y : r Johnson. OUTCH.- 9: J 
Ortgory, Black . good head. slight dip. but 
wms. good co!our: 2 Da,•i5on Dove. lovelv 
b• ·by, s!i g-ht run u nd er . very plea ing : ":l 
Gregory. Black doe. wavy under. out on e 
ch eek. \"P ry good . EVEN, BROKEN OR 
VARIE~ATED.-11: 1 Moorse. 6 Spot 
Broken . bu t good colour. real spots : 2 Coles 
a nd Son. Broken doe. spots not so good 
or clean as w:nner; 3 H arrison. Va r ierated 
doe. well spl ashed on top. under a tr ifle 
brindle m a rked . CHALLENGE. 9: I Y. Mrs : · 
2 Gregory : 3 Davison . GRAND CHALL .. 8 
WKS.: 1 Lockwoqd : 2. r Ashley; 2 S im p ki ns. 
-(Mrs.) A. PLANT. 

Special ist Clubs Invited 
Far Cotton and Dallington R.C. will hold 

its open pen show on 6 Dec. Will anJ 
specialist show club secreta ry who u1ould 
like t o hol d a club show ln con junction 
pleate contact Mr. S . W. Adams 18 Bectlve 
Road, K.in~stilorpe, Northa mpton? ' 
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