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Commercial 
C<iv.Y Keeping 

Begin In A Small Way: 
Increase Gradually 

Advises C. J'. B. J'A YLOR 

APRIL lo a happy month , for breeders 
look around and .ee the frMh wild 

sreen food growing fo r their cavie6. The 
younpter.s :ump a bout and seem to have 
tl>at extra b!t of llveline..s, as much as to 
say, "Now for some fresh grass. dandeUons, 
etc., instead pf roots. wh ich v;e are getting 
fed up with!" 

At this sea on of the year a!so m any new 
fanc ~ ers are anxious to commence cavy 
keep!ng. W(len I tell you that I get " n 
average of a dozen letters a week seeking 
adVice and in!ormatlon, readers wi.ll realise 
tha t there Is plenty of activity in the 
guinea.pig world. 

S ome want a start just to keep one or two 
cavies as pets for the children. Not so long 
ago I saw a cavy in a pram as a paS6enger 
(w ith the baby) and quite tame too. On 
inquiry I found it was a pet in the home 
and had full fr eedom. 

Others wi<;h to start cavy keeping with a 
view to exhibiting. b .. t I mu.st adm it that 
many who write to me are anxious to make 
a start ln a fairly big way. Many are 
Na tional Service young men who nave now 
r etu rned to civilian Jlfe, and no doubt, after 
the open-air life, are not content juot to 110 
back to "pen-puthin g." etc., oo a re lnqulr lnir 
about cavy farming on a commercial basis 
with a vie w. in most caseo, of meeting the 
n eeds of the waster trade only. 

The breeding of cav1es !or research work 
wUI, no d oubt, prove a profit able under­
tak ing ilf ..-orked on commonseD6e lines and 
n ot .started in too hurried a manner, and i! 
the owner understand'5 anima16. which i6 not 
always the c..se 

destroyed. The main points whll!h I look 
!or when exa mini[\g youngsters are width 
between eyes. width between ears, and size 
of eye. I leave colour !or a while unless lt 
is really bad. as I find t.his featur e varies 
very much until the b<tbies are 10 to 12 
weeKs old. One generally can tell then 
which h ave the best colour. and those that 
are !lkely to be fit for t he show pen. 

When exhibiting be sure that the cavy ls 
in good cond ition. Good sweet meadow hay 
is a _ good conditioner. I always give the 
best of plain foods. hut I never give water 
as the cavles get plenty of moisture from 
roots and greenfood. 

Handle the youngster often and groom 
regularly so that when they are on the 
Judging table they will show off all the 
good points they possess. A cavy that runs 
~~d o~~r Ji"e vs~~~:r':J~oying both to t he judge 

Never lose heart i! your cavy returns from 
a show cardless. Everyone suJier• tb!s re­
verse at some time or other. If this brief 
article is in any way h elpful to those start­
ing with self cavies I shall be pleased to 
enrol them as m embers of the Engl ish Bel! 
Cavy .crub. Subscriptions are 5/ - adults, 3/ ­
juvem !es.-Charles J . Wilson, 3~. Dale st., 
Ra wmarsh. nea r Rotherham. 

AROUND THE CAVY CLUBS 
SOUTH-WEST OF ENGLAN D CA VY CL UB 

Mr. C. G ale. Lanceston, Cornwall, and 
Messrs. Olds and Vincent, Redruth, Corn­
wall, h a ve recently joined the South-West of 
England Cavy C)uh. 

I shall be pleased t o hear from any mem­
ber who would like to guarantee a class at 
the club's young stock show. This will be 
the first club show held for many years and 
the committee is anxio:.is to m ake it a suc­
cess. Guaranteed prize money will be offered 

and club funds are no: to blgh, guarantors 
wlll be welcome. 

Club opecials will be offered at Penryn 
al:ow on 2 June, and the Royal Cornwall 
(Judge F . Overton) on 11 and 12 June, at 
:Redruth.-G. C. Tremeer, 16, Th e Crescent, 
Bud e, Cornwall. 

NATIONAL AGOUTI CAVY CLUB 

RESULT of the National Agouti Cavy 
c :ub's ballot for 1952 ls: President (I), 

R . P . Woods 17, J . Dufton 14, W. P ipe 6, 
A. Hartley 5. Vice-presidents (2 ) : J . Mus­
grave Sharp 13. R . P . Woods 13, A. AJ;quitb 
IO, A. Gilbert 10, J. Dufton 8. w. P ipe 7. 
N. S tennett 6, A. Hartley 6, F . Overton 6, 
C . Ramoden 3. Chairman (I ): A. A6qu itb 22 , 
R. Tetlow 10, J . Mitchell 8. Committee (6): 
A. Asqu ith 23, J . Smith 22. Mrs Hurrey 17, 
B. Waterhouse 16, R. Tetlow 16, J . Mitchell 
15, E. Biddle 15. A. Bentley 14, R. J . Met­
calf 14, C. R amsd en 15, J . Carter 14, J. 
Fawcett 13. A. Smith 9, H. Hinchcliffe 8, A. 
Ackroyd 8. W. M. Simpson 5. C:ub Jndges 
(I O): J . Dutton 23. A. Gilbert 22, R . P . 
Woods 21 , W. Pipe 21 , H. Trigger 18, J . 
Smith 18, Miss Radeglia 15, N. Stennett 14, 
A. Hartley 14, A. A.squlth 14. R. J . Metcalf 
13, C. Naylo r JI . J. M. Sharpe JI, B. Turner 
10, T . Robinson 10. F . Overton 9. A. H. 
Braglll 7, N. Orange 7. W. Vlcker6 7, C. 
Ramsde n 6, R. Tet: ow 7. H . Hinchcliffe 6, 
J. Radcliffe 3. G. R. Lodge 30. Judge for 
young i;tock show. Batley, J . Dufton. Judge 
for adu: t stock s how. A. G ilbert. Auditor: 
Fra nk Overton. Serutineer: Ha rry Craven. 
Hon. See.: G . R. Lodge, 50. Pontefract Road, 
Ferr:;bridge. Yorks. Papers returned. ~2.­
Harry Craven , Ecru tineer . 

Obituary 

W. JOHNSTON 
U TITH regret I Inform all EngHsh rabbit 
l' l' fanciers of the death. on 4 April, of 

Willie Johnston . of Wisbnw, partner of 
Johnston and Stewart. 

The late Mr. Johnston was highly 
r e<;pected by all fan ciers , and a great friend 
of the late Tom Millar. He was alw a life 
member of the National Engli sh R .C. and 
the Scottish R abbit Club, and wns a com­
mittee member of b-Oth clu!Js for many 
yea rs . 

He possessed a happy disposition and a 
keen sense o'!" humour, a nd will be greatly 
missed. The funeral took place at Cambus­
nethen Cemetery on 6 April, and the Fancy 
-.·as repre<;ented by his partner. Tom 
Stewart. MeSE- rs. Matt . Bt"ndelow and Son. 
Mr. Charlle Robertson. Mr . Bob Wallace, 
and myself. All fanciers will join lo extend­
ing deepest sympathy to h is widow aond 
family . ROBT. M. ALLARDICE. 

There are, however. several factors to be 
taken into con.s ideration when large-scale 
ca vy breeding is contemplated. First 
t here 16 tte que..tlon of accomm odation. as 
overcr.owding \\"iil not make for success. 
Then there is the coot of keeping the otock. 
If a fancier is able to grow hi<; own root 
and vegetable crops it will be a big &aving 
to the food blll. 

Then again. one mu.s t take into considera­
tion. losses . Where a large number of cavies 
are kept together continually, on what ls 
t erm ed the colonv system. my experience has 
been that losoeo have been larger than It 
sows have been placed in small oeparate 
bu tches prior to kindl ing. 

NATIONAL MOUSE CLUB NOTES 

It may look very tempting on paper to 
r ead that by purchasing , say, fifty sov;o and 
r eari ng three litters a year from them. with 
an average of three to four per litter, the 
breeder can produce ab-Out 500 cav!es per 
year. But try it out .first by actual experience 
before assum ing thi is correct. 

It boi:O down to this. Cavieo, although 
qu ite ha rdy and easily m anaged . cannot be 
left to take the'ir chance. The breeder m ust 
keep an eye on them . 

The demand for cavies for re6earch work 
fl uctuates, and breeders do not, !f they can 
help it . want to have large stocks of young­
&ters on hand "eating their heads off" when 
the outlet for them is not brisk. It is only 
fair to point out these "•nago" to those who 
Intend to go in for waster breeding on a 
large scale. 

This l6 my advice. Take up cayy keeplng 
as an exhibition hobby, or for the Jove and 
Interest of breeding the animals themselves, 
and look at the waster trade as a profitable 
bu t secondary aim. 

Start with a few well-bred cavles of the 
chosen variety. Aim a t breeding cavles for 
the ohow pen. Ali the youngsters come along, 
by careful selection proceed to build up 
your •tud. 

There a re 6Ure t o be a certain percentage 
flt for wasters oa:y. Others will be good 
breedlng stock. either for the breeder him­
self or for sale to other fanciers; and a 
winning pig of any variety will find a ready 
gale tor the price of a dozen or two wasters. 

This three-fold policy or cavy keeping has, 
without the shadow of a doubt, many 
advantages over the breeding for research 
a lone, although the latter can be made a 
good paying bobby. But the fullest pleasure 
and interest of cavy breeding belong6 to the 
m an who says . ' 'I am out to breed a winner 
for Bradford champioD6h ip show next year.• 

FOR THE BEGINNER IN 
SELF CAVIES 

SELF cavy fanc iers at this time of the 
year w!ll be looking forward with in­

terest to the a rrival of those Jong-awaited 
litters with a hope that some of the young­
sters will be good en ough !or the show pen. 

As soon as youngsters are born they should 
be given a good look over and any weaklings 

By C.H. JOH NSON, Hon. Sec.," Highfield," Driffield, Yorks. 
MOUSE SHOW CALENDAR 

3 May, Calder Valley. 
10 May, Hillingdon. 
17 May, Airedale. 

H EREWITH the second portion of Mr. 
P ercy Ashley's article on the Mouse 

Fancy, past and present. On this occasion 
he deals with stock. . 

"There ls not the slightest doubt that stock 
has progressed since the early days of the 
mouse Fancy. In the lntern>nlng years there 
have been periods \\·hen m ice have excelled 
in certain points and failed in others. At 
one time we bad wonderful size, type and 
colour in P .E . Whltes. They were , in fact, 
almost perfect. At another period Self Cham­
pagnes were bard to fault. and so it has 
gone on . First one breed and then another 
has had its ups and downs. 

" How do the variou breeds stand today? 
It is the purpose of this article to try to 
a sstss the present-day stock compared wlth 
the past, and point out if possible where it 
can be improved . 

" Deallng first with Self . P .E. White have 
Jost size and colour. In general they have 
Jost ground. With Bl aCJ<• there is a general 
improvement. T a n vents are not as preva­
lent a nd colour is good. Ears a re a littl e 
better and other points ha've been main­
tained. There are not many Blues about 
nowadays, but what there are have gener­
ally improved, but have lost ground In 
colour. They a re not soHd enough and are 
inclined to be rusty . 

" Reds and Chocolates a re hardly shown 
these days. What . Reds there are about are 
definitely behind those of pre-wa r days. 
Chocolates are lncllned to be pale and carrY 
white hairs. B.E. S ilvers are hardly ever 
seen . now. but P .E. Slivers are holding their 
own. Not much wrong with this var iety, 

"The colour of Creams ls debatable. In my 
opinion, those shown at present are 11off 
white" as women wo•1ld sa:v. More depth 
ot colour is required-not buff or yellow. 
Devonshire cream is our standard. but un­
fortunately some of the younger generation 
have never seen cream. As rega rds type, 
present-day Creams have definitely Im­
proved . 

"B.E. Whites are not rece jvlni: the support 
they should; there are only a few exhlbitora . 
The variety has Jost colour and type, and 
there bas been a definite declin e in quality. 
From 1927 to 1932. classes of around 14 
B.E. Whites were common, and ln 1929 a 

l!.E. White won best in show at the 'Anm1al.' 
"Champagnes are holding their own, but 

some of them are too dark. As against that, 
the lighter ones are not sol!d enough, i.e .. 
too light on flanks and losing belly colour. 
On the whole, however, the presEnt-day 
Champagnes are a good lot . 

" Doves are very scarce at present. The 
variety. in my opinion. is sadly neglected . 
What w~ a r e seeing on the show bench have 
good type and size. Watch the colour. The 
standard says 'dove grey,' and no darker 
than ls necessary to retain ruby eye. We 
do n ot want l!ght blues. On the whole the 
variety is holding its own. 

" The quality of Tans has, in general. been 
m aintained . and some good animals are being 
exhibited. CompetiUon is keen. Black and 
Tans are as good as ever . bu t . alas, there 
are more with tan feet. Blue and Tans are 
almost extinct due. no doubt, to having to 
compete with Blacks. 

"Chocolate and Tans show a slight loss of 
ground , t op colour is not as solid and tan 
spreads round ears and tall roots. 

"Champagne and Tans are splendid in all­
r onnd quallty. Top colour could perhaps 
be a little lighter. but as the deeper tops have 
usually the better tan. judges have a hard 
task In deciding the winners. 

.. There are n ot many S ilver and Tans 
about. What there are are as good as ever, 
but could do with a llttle more depth of 
tan . Dove and Tans also are as good as 
ever. The only fault ls too m ani' shades in 
t he top colour due. do doubt. to varying 
opinions of what constitutes dove grey. U 
light blne or lilac is avoided all wm be well. 
Por A'.O.C. Tan w·e m ust rely on S!lver Greys 
and others. and they are seldom seen 

0 We arrive at the m arked sect.ion, and 
with Dutch there has been a g reat all-round 
improvement with m ore stock nearer per­
fection. Saddles are getting further up, 
undercuts becoming straighter and more 
level with saddle . The worst fault ls on the 
cheeks which are inclined to run untfer 
Jaws. 

.. Red . blue. chocolate and grey Dutch are 
not so common. Brokens have definitely 
gone back. and one seldom sees any with 
10 to 14 spots. Brindllng is a bad fault. 
Black is the predominant colour. 

"Variegated h.ave a lso deteriorated in 
quality and quarl ti ty. At one t ime we had 
classes of from 10 to 18. With Variegated 
we want more than an intermixing of t.he 

black and white ,hairs. Remember th e tan­
dard says, ··evenly splashed over and under 
body." A good even only crops up now nd 
agam. With the variety we are 'where we 
came in.' 

"Concluding with the A.O.V. section, 
Agoutis have m aintained their general stan­
dard. Could do with a little more fi re in 
coat. T here are some good Cinna m n about. 
With Cinnamons we have two line f. 
tr.ought for if fiery we do not get the choco­
late ticking with the same ef!ect as it the 
colour ls dull . If, therefore, we a re not care­
ful, we Jose sparkle. 

"Sables have nlways come ln fll.5 and 
starts. I do not think there are any spec1 • 
lls t br<.eders at present, but gener lly spe k ­
ing the var iety is as good as 'ever . 

" Silver Greys a re at present coming into 
fashion again, but they are not qulte as good 
as (hey were. They Jack top lustre. The 
silvering should be J!ke need.le points. 

" Ony a few Silver Fawns about. 11 abort 
of sih·ering. This also applies to Br wns. 

"Chinchillas have m ade progress. A good 
many mice of quality are about. The t p 
has improved , hairs are more evenly tipped 
with black and. show more sparkle. 

"Silver Foxes have made great strides ince 
their inception ln 1936. Breeders must con­
centrate on top colour and they will th n 
be almost perfect. P earls, Argentes and Ast­
rex are almost extinct on the show bench. 
What few I have seen ba ve lost on all 
points." 

A summary on Mr. Percy Ashley's article 
will appear in next week's issue oi FUR AND 
FEATHER. At the same time I wm J?!ve the 
position of the cash points competition to 
date and other news of current interest ln­
clud.ing a short review on t he F ailsworth show 
where the 1.000 entry mark was topped. We 
CCl'gratulate Mr. Ashley on this achievement. 
-C. H. JOffi'ISON. hon. secretary 

Show Promoter's Thanks 
I THANK all t'be exhibitors who malle lt 

possible ·ror us to stage such a grand Jot 
of mioe at Manchester on 5 A,Pril. There 
wa a total entry of 1.044. T hls is the third 
show in succession at Manchester t o b ve 
over 1,000 entries. 

Thanks also to all the Judges. to Mr. 
Jessop. the secretary, to IMr. A. Day and 
Mr. J . Ryan. who took over the books dur­
ing Judging to Mr . • '. Watts, show manager. 
and also Mr. C . H . Johnson , N.414 .C. oec. 

All stock was on rail by 6.30 p.m. 
For the benefit of all show promoters It 

can go on record that the experiment of 
charging half entr y fe es for duplicate 
classes was a hu2e success . There were 
classes 1duplica te1 of between 60 and 78. Ex­
hibitors ln the rabbit section on th ••me 
day were amazed at th e l arge duplicate 
classes.-PERCY ASHLEY, show promoter. 

NATIONAL RABB IT AND 
CAVY ASSOCIATION 

C UBSCRIPTIONS are the m ain source of 
~~ any club's Jluances. There are no good 
fairies Just round the corner ready to make 
up any club's deficiencies, and all fanciers 
should make lt a point of honour to pay 
subscriptions as soon as they become due. 
There are several members of the National 
F a ncy Rabbit and Cavy Association wh have 
not pa id their subscriptions, although they 
have been reminded of the fact. This sort 
of thing puts much unnecessary work on the 
secretaries4 

Unstinted praise is due to those big-hearted 
well-known Midland judges and fanciers, Mr. 
R eg. F a rmer and Mr. F. Greathurst for their 
untiring efforts o n behalf of the N.F.R .C.A. 
They a re great assets to the association. In 
the south we have fanciers who work jolly 
hard to assist the progress of the N.P.R.C.A., 
but, unfor tunately, there are not enough of 
them. 

Once more I appeal to all clubs to become 
affiliated to the National Fancy R abbi t and 
Cavy Association. It only C<Sts 5/ - per an­
num. Specials galore then become yours just 
f<>r the asking . 

While ou the subject of affiliation I must 
again impress upon club secretaries that 
soecials cannot be granted by t h e N.F.R .C.A. 
uni s a club is affiliated. Another point 
which I must bring to the notice of club 
secretaries is that it is of the u tm t im­
portance when a show has been granted 
specials. that results are sent to the 

.F.R .C.A. secretaries immediately after tbe 
show. 

T here has been some little delay in send­
ing out some specials to winners. This bas 
been entirely due to delay by p rinters. Rest 
assured they will all be sent out as .soon as 
possible. 

Like a giant monster whose appetite Is 
never satisfied. so lt Is wlt'1 the joint secre­
taries of the N.R .R.C.A. Their appetite has 
only just been whetted as regards the num­
bf!r of members. They wa nt more and m ore 
fanciers to join-must reacb the thousand 
m ark this year, I am constantly informed_ 
So what about it fanciers? Write to Mr. and 
Mrs. Dargue, 7, Kingston Road, Romford, 
Essex. they will be pleased to tell you all 
about the association. When you do write 
please send a stamped addressed envelope. It 
will h elp considerably. N.F.R.C.A. badges 
can be had from the secretaries at 2/ 6 each . 

Clubs affiliated to the N.F.R.C.A. now num­
ber 92.-A. Matthews. 




