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THE LATEST NEWS 
it is the club rule to send me a ls. for each 
C. of M. and, of course, no C.s -0f M. are 
sent out until I receive the shilling.-Fred 
Ahrens, 33, The Wa rren, Worcester Park, 

OF SPECIALIST CLUBS AND LOCAL SOCIETIES Surrey. 
SMOKE PEARL CLUB exhibi tion it is h oped that they will make at NATIONAL SILVER FOX CLUB (South West-
(JiHESE Jong-delayed notes must open on a least one dummy entry each. I! 2/ - is too ern Section) 
1.1. . oombri;, note. The club's president, Lady much, . 1/ - in the supporters class would be . ITHE adult stock show of the South Wtstern 
Cnilston. !ms been bereaved and in her dis- appreciated. . Section of the Silver Fox Club will be 
tress t.he condolences of the entire club mem- Half of .a large marquee _has been given held on Nov. 15th in conjunction with the 
bers will go out to her. What can one say to Angoras , the other half Wlll be devoted to Fanciers Associalion Show a t T aunton. 
a t such a moment, except to t rust that time Rex.. Pens wlll be arranged so that the Claude Gilliard will judge. The club has 
may tend to soften the blow, and to· assure Judging can take place in comfort In the received excellent terms trom Taunton for 
her t hat we all feel keenly her gr ievous Joss centre !>f the marquee and the public will staging the show but has to guuantee 

0 r L d 
be admitted to the other gangway only. 1 .. I t JI be t t t h ne o a y Chllston 's most recent kind· All rail stock will be groomed by exp •t c a •• es. wan a mem rs o ge oget er 

nesses was the gift of a trophy to t he club. before judging e. s a nd back this show. I have approached two 
It Is to be a challenge trophy (to be com- I sha ll be pieased to send schedules to or three whc have agreed that r ather th~n 
peted for annua lly a t the A.S.S.) and reserve.ct fanciers who want them Entries should •i~ guarantee classes individually, they will 
for normals in members• ownership. Is u1ere made on the form provided. If a rabbit is com!: in tcgether and guarantee the whole 
a member who would like to do the same for fo r sale the price should also be marked. The schedule of seven open classes, prov1d~d they 
Rex? I _fear that the subscriptions tow ards club's usual 10 per cent commission will be are not left to hold the baby on ihe1r own. 
the prov1s10n of a cup for Rex a re in a deducted from any sales trahsacted at the Hew many w1l·l offe: to jom these ~ ta lwarts? 
condition of stasis. some entlnlsiasm was show. Th~ more ~he. rp.errier and the!e will be less 
manifest a t the annual general meeting when Wimbledon F.F.S. wlll hold three An gora dra m on mdiv1dua1 pockets if classes are 
the idea was mooted, but has since faded classes on the following day, Fanciers can n ot fill~d. Of . course, if ev~ryone does his 
away. Have we a benefactor in our r anks? duplica te into these classes with confidence stuff with entries, no one w1H ha:ve to fork 

The 1947 Young Stock show is over It was as I . wlll be r esponsible for the grooming and cut, and the secretary for one will be very 
pleasing to meet so many keen -..Smoke" fe edmg of the exhibits. happy. . . 
fanciers in Manchester and, although the The Y.S.S. targ€t is set .for 500.-B. A. · W. G. Jones, Bn dgwater . had be<;t .m show 
e_. ntry was a little disappointing, the Jong Pratley (Mrs.l, 43. Will ow Crescent Willow- at Exeter a nd Devon County Agricultural 

bank Renham Bucks · . Shew at Exeter on July 30th. 
Journey was wor th While. Some promising ' · · Certificates Of Merit will be offered a t the 
youngster~ were tabled in the noi·m al classes BLUE REX CIRCLE followi n g shows: shi;,p ton Mallet Agricultura l 
and Mr_. .Lord's winning Ma rten was a joy. THE d f Show. Sept .. 2nd, Judge, F. Mayn ard·, Red-Syd G•Iha d s t I · ate o the Blue Rex Circle's firs t f · · th. r en ta very P easing Siamese young stock show is Au:;-. 30th. If mem- ruth. Sept. 6th, Mrs. Bareham· Bridgwater 
rom e west coun ry, and. although it was bers ca.nnot at.tend the show. in North London Nov. 8th. Mrs. Ba reham . R .. FOLLOWS. • 

beaten for best normal, I foresee a grea t futu re for it. the_y can send with confidence by rail. · I LONDON REGIONAL REX CLUB 
Few Rex arrived and they were very young. will see to It that stock is fed and returned 

Eddie Ward did not seem impressed and with- the same evening by ma.in line stations. The 
held the fi·rst card. The leader (awarded 2nd) venui;, is Gratton School, Eburne Road , Lon­
struck me as prom1s1ng and I compliment don. N.7. Frere Kings Cross, Euston and St. 
Lady Chilston on being the only southern fg~~~a'i>i~:~~~;Y p~~~tio~,;'d 0fi:011~~~Y C~~£e~~ 
r epresen tative of the club to provide opposi- ground. members can catch a 'bus to the 
tion to the north. Her young Rex buck won ··Nag·s Head," which is a few yards from the 
the Smoke class in the British Rex Rabbit 
Society's Y.S.S. schedule on the same day and 
~"t~a~~~~:'~e~er~ ~IJ~: certificate of merit 

ln view of the inclement weather in Feb­
rua r y and Mnrch. nnd the loss of ea tly litters 
that was involved . the prospects of heavy 
entries in Smoke clas~es must not be con­
templated until the late September shows 
Adult stock shows can, however, count 011 
good support. 

The Smoke Pearl Club's A.S .S. will be held 
(by invitation of the National Championhip 
Show Executive) . at the Horticultural Hall in 
November. Unfortunately, it ha s not been 
possible to arrange for n ormals and Rex to 
be accoml!'odated on the same day, but I 
doubt if this will occasion mucl1 in.convenience 
to members . 

Joe Mounter h as undertaken to m ake the 
awards in the normal classes without fee . 
Several members have suggested that I judge 
the Rex classes a nd if I do not get too many 
scurrilous letters in th is respect (or if mem­
bers have no other judges in mind whom they 
:f~gutp~~~e1{.; lbeto~'ub~m prepared to judg_7 

Application bas been made for C.C.s and 
cash specials t<> the B.R.C. and the club's 
own C.s or M will be gr anted to both norma l 
and Rex winners. The Chilston cup will go 
to best normal. If any mem ber would like 
to send cash for specials it would be very 
accepta ble. I h arn guaran teed the twelve 
~b~~i:.s en bloc and I a m counting on a heavy 

"\:XTI LL those Members of t he Natio11al 
l'l' Clubs, Chinre x, Seal and Sable Rex, 

Ermine Re.x, Lynx Rex and Orange Rex who 
have not booked through me, or on. their 
own, and require accommodation tor Friday 
!Ind/or Satll rday nights, Sept. 5th and 6th, 
in Birmingham for the Combined Young 
Stock shows, wr ite to me at once1 giving 
details of ac~ommodation required.-G , B. 
Smrth , 79, Ch1nn:Jrook Rd, Birmingham 14. 

school. The judge will be l\'lr. G. M. Angear, 
a~d the London Regional Rex blue classes 
will be judged by T. Leaver. The schedule 
will be advert.ised in Fun AND FE,\THER. 

. There has been a ~teady flow of applica­
t1oi:.s for club certificates cr m erit.. Amon g 
recent winners are H. Austin, who has won 
four, Reg. Grimsley, J. Love and H Smith 
who had a good win at the I .S.S.R.A. show 
at Bournem_outh . 

One of the club's youngest members Master 
A. J. Davis, West Bromwich , !las been' writin g 
to the B.R.C .. wi th the object of improving 
the rules for Jqv emle classes. His suggestions 
have received ser ious considern.tion by this 
body , and he is to be congratulated on the 
way he clearly stated his views. This bright 
lad lS not the only juvenili;, we h ave Miss 
Fl.orence. Nightinga le. llford. h as been · doing 
nicely with a smart Blue Rex doe around this 
area . 

Charlie Wright, llford , the noted breeder 
of Blue Rex and Argrnte Noirs is ill in hos­
~_ital. We trust .. it "ii . not be long before 

Cheerful Cha rh e • is with us aga in.- Wood 
~~~s., 226 Homsey Road, Holloway . London, 

NATIONAL SILVER FOX R.C. 

For six months every effort has been made 
to enrol members. T he club Is barely 50 
Etrong but I feel that there must be many 
Smoke enthusiasts who have not yet joined. 
Expen ses h ave. been kept down to a minhnutn 
but I a m a bit di sappointed that I am still 
unable to grant cash specials to club secre­
ta_ries when ~hey a pply, Tile club's position THE National Silver Fox Club h a d a very 
w1Jl not. JustifJ! any extravagance or permit suc•essful executive meeting on June 
progressive dramage. Will all members please 22nd, all sections being represented excepting 
endeavour to enrol one n ew member each? the Midland. T he chief item -0f discussion 
A few. 1946 mem':lers have n ot renewed their was the Northern Sect ion 's resolution to 
subscriptions. That is inexplicable for I accept members who :were not members of the 
know that some have many Smokes. Na t10n al Cl ub. This wa s very amicably 

No ch:unpionship has yet been Claimed by debated. and I am ver y pleased to report that 
any Smoke Pearl , either normal or Rex since th_e Northern Section has since held a com­
t he club's inauguration. Bearing in ' mind m1ttee meeting a nd rescinded the resolution. 
that over 200 C.s of M. have been granted The second c-0mpetition was a great success. 
and dispatched to winners as and when and it was on the strength of this tha t it 
notified by show executives, the absence of a was decided to stage a grand Y.S.S . with 
club champion to date is inexplicable Do extra gua ranteed prize money, but tl1e re were 
members r ealize tha t when 5 C.s of M. are only 52 Foxes at the show, yet on the same 
obtained by one r abbit under the r equisite day at Arn-0ld there were 44 Foxes. so the 
numbe: of judges, application should be made plea of Jack of stock can be qua shed . 
to me for the award of a championship? Arnold alS-O helc! a show on the same day as 
Until such award is confi rmed fro;;1 my records the National ch. show last Novemb<r had 54 
and documentary evidence is furni shed that Foxes. Although I like to see all shows well 
a champion h as been made. no claims to supported with Foxes, I th lnk there is uo 
i;uch honour can be permitted. doubt about a member's duty when his club 

T HE London Regiona lo Rex Club's young 
stock show will be held -0n S at., Aug. 30th, 

at the Grafton Schools, Eburne Road, H-0llo­
way, L-Ondon. N. 7. T he club will entertai n the 
Blue Rex Circle show, and Mr. T . Leavel' a nd 
Mr. 0 , Dickens will judge, 

It ls most impo;·tant that all members make 
a special effort to support the Y.S.S. as club 
fu nds ar~ very low. and its future activities 
will defimtely depend upon the support given. 
T he. prizes a re good , and there are plenty of 
specials to be won. The stock will be well 
h-0used and cared for, and rail stock will be 
returned on Saturday n ight. T he committee 
have done all tha.t is possible to make the 
show a success. 

One of the high spots of the day will be 
our I.8.R.R.A. brnnch club competition match 
with the Bucks. Rex Bra nch, Members have 
been holding their own at the shows recently 
and did well at the I.S.R.R.A. Y.S.S. at 
Bournemouth . Mr. Goddard won the young 
Erm1~e clas3 with a grand youngster ; Mr. 
T omlin.son won !st a nd 3rd in the Lilac class, 
and Miss Dance won the team class with her 
Ermines, thus taking the cup from the 
r edoubtable Mr. Hyde. 

I appeal to all members to ma ke a ners-0nal 
effort to enrol a new member for there must 
be thousands of Re>< breeders in L-Ondon and 
thi s recruiting drive should put the club' in a 
strong position and maJ:e it worthy enough 
to call itself L-Ondon 's Rex Club. Appiicatlons 
for membership wlll be welcomed by the secs ., 
the Wood Bros., 226 . Homsey Ro ad. Holloway. 
London.- S. G. Abbott. P ress Rep. 

MIDLAND CHINCHILLA CLUB 

I REMIND membero that closing date for 
. entries for the Midland Chinchilla Club's 

young stock show is tomorrow. Aug, 16th. 
Ring n umbers should be sent with the entries. 
Rail stock early-it is as much a disappoint­
ment to me as tu exhibitors when stock 
arrives too late for judging. StoJk coming 
a ny little distance should be railed Thursday 
night: thty will be fed on arrival and well 
cared for. Judgin g will commence promptly 
at Ll o'clock on Saturday as indicated on the 
schedule . 

an~ ~?0~e;';~~r~u~~~Tgi~a"t~n a~fe~~?~:dt~~r s~~~ 
they should indicate on the entry form if 
they require lunch; this wlll ensure plenty for 
ever yone . Rah stock will be returned at 
5.20 p .m on Saturday · 

The Midland Havana Club will also hold its 
Y.S.S. at the same venue. and members of this 
club too wUJ be very welcome. Lunches can 
he booked by them when sending in their 
P.n tries to their own secretary. 

I h ope a few of the " local lads" will turn 
up on Friday evening. Aug. 22nd. to give a 
hand ertcting pens. Members of beth clubs 
are welcome.-Mrs. H . M. Haynes. 318. Church 
Road South Yardley_ Birmingham. 
SOUTHERN CHINCHILLA CLUB 

J UDGING at the Southern Chinchilla Club's 
Young Stock Show on Aug, 16th will com­

mence at 10-30 a.m . A committee meeting 
will be held at JO a.m.-L. Brewster. hon. sec. · 

Club certificates of merit ha,·e been issued is staging a show. 
for the following shows: Aug. 16th , F arnh am T he Midland Section were not " the -Only WELSH CHINCHILLA CLUB 

FROM TOWN 
COUNTRY 

Scotland 
By DANIEL BELL. 

AND 

THOSE who were fortunate in spendinlJ 
Aug. 2nd at Perth Agricultural Show were 

amply rew arded with excellent weather and 
the pleasure of meeting fanciers from the 
shores of the Forth and T ay. Entries were 
less than last yea'r; some classes were large, 
others small, but the quality ot exhibits was 
very good. 

'l'he honours in tl1e fa ncy r a bbit classes were 
divided between those two stalwarts from 
Lanarkshire, ''Bob" and ••Ton1" Alla rdice. 
"Tom" gained three firsts and B.I .S. with a 
young English. "Bob" won three firsts and 
best a dul t in show with an adult English. 
His youn g Dutch gaining two firsts and two 
seconds. Best Normal Fur breed went to Mr• 
Allan, whom one always expects t<> be in the 
honours with blue Beverens. He and his wife 
are also interested in Rex. 

Best Rex was won by Mr. Allan , Coatbridge, 
with a very fine Ermine. This exhibit won 
four firsts. 

R. R. Anderson h ad some outstanding cavies 
on view a nd his Self White was best adult. 
His red Dutch. which is nine m-0nths old and 
has never been shown previously, was awarded 
first. . , 

I visited the mouse tent but fai led to con-
tact Mr . Nh!hol. T here was a "'d arra1- o-: 
Jong tails which were well staged. 

I r ecently h ad a Jett. from Mr. NielaD, 
J edburgh. F anciers in J edburgh are anx.iou• 
w !mow what has happened to the Borde~ 
Fur Club. The late Capt. Tulloch, Newstead, 
was a stauncl1 supporter of the B.F.C., but· 
since bis death the activities of the club have 
been limited . T ravel facilities are agai nst 
Border meetings, but these might be overcome 
with a little enthusiasm a nd init iative. 

Mr. A. Bain, 6. Herby Street. Alloa, is the 
secretary of the recently formed Alloa F.F.O. 
The club will hold a show on J an . 24th. 

My visit to Perth was followed by a visi t 
to Wishaw where the Y.S .S. of the S.D. and E, 
Club was being held . Entries totalled 450, 
wh~h was less than last year. T he only two 
Fancy exhibits. apart from Dutch and Eng­
lish. were two Polis)1. 

The Fur classes were disappo!ntlngly small 
and the quality was not top level. In this 
section, Mr. Allan , Coatbridge. repeated his 
performance at Perth with his Ermine but 
went one better by winning the grand adult 
chaJlenge class. 

• · Alla rdice (it would be a peculiar 
show where he didn't do his· stuff). won best 
Dutch with his black. It won numerous firsts 
a nd the La n arkshire 'cup and S.D. and E. cup 
for best young Dutch. 

T he cup for test young English went to a 
Tortie exhibited by G. and A. Whyte. Bucks. 
burn. 

Inverurie Club will hold an open show on 
Saturd ay, 29th Novt>mber . The secretary ts 
Mr. J. A. Wormald, 12. Charles Place. Inver­
urie. He Is a n old cage bird fancier but has 
taken up Tortie English, of wh ich J1e h as a 
good strain. There are two Charlie Renn1es 
who live within reach of the Granite City. 
They have no connection whatever. Charlie, 
of D utch fame , hails from Bucksburn. the 
other from Kintore. 

In The Isle of Wight 
By W. N. SHEPPARD, 44, Sta11tes Road, 

Newport, Isle of Wight . 

CARISBROOK Olub's Y.S .S. on Jul)' 
17th was a success from th e poin t of view 

of entries and quality of stock. Messrs. F; 
Maynard and C. Fricker judged. 

The quality of the leaders was very good, 
The best fancy rabbit wei; a young blue 
Angora , well sh own and exhibited by Miss 
Prett. Southampton ; best fur was won by, 
Lew Bretts, Kent, with a first-class black Fox, 
a .young Ca stor from Riverside Stud was 
awarded besL Rex. 

Frank Colebrook won the memb ers fancy 
cup with · a premising baby black Dutch. Mr. 
Bucknell , a local fancier, was best English 
und won the Nat. English Club's medal with 
a nice black. There were 324 entries. 

Mr. Pouncy, !Jhristchurch. staged a displa.Y. 
of fur gloves and handbags. 

On July 19th nt the Portsmouth Y.S.S, a' 
strong cont ingent of Island fanciers and their 
exhibits spent a successful day. Miss Hay­
der's black Dutch was best f ancv and best 
in show. Mr. L. West's Chin. doe won the 
Chinchilla C.C. R iverside Stud won best fur. 
nnd ' the Rex B.R.C. cert. with a youn2 Castor, 

Cowes and Ryde F.C. will stage a young 

(N. and R ) . Nortbants Rex Club (R) · Aug s~ct1-0n t o let the club down as Mr. P ink was 
.23rd. Kent Rex (R. ): Sept. 6th, Moulse~oomb tne only Home Counties member to make an 
(N. and R .); Sept. 10th, Bath IN and R ) · entry. To me a win at a local show the same 
Sept 13th, Basingstoke; Sept. 18th. Tban1e day as a club show is worthless. and the 

stock show on Aug . 23rd. The judges will be 

T HE advertisement of the Welsh Chinchilla . Messrs. Moss tfancy). Ince (fur) an.~. B~rker 
~lub's young stock show a ppears in this (Rex). Mrs. ~el s:>'· Bngb ton._.i-;"·1_,, ., Judge 

issue. All ages of young stock will be Angoras. _Theie \\Ill be 30 cl~ - e.- .. 1 the 
catered for , and I appeal to all members for rabbit s:..e:..c:..ti:..o_n_. __ _.M4_. __ (N.); S~pt. 28th, Worthing (N. and R. ); Oct. club lost £22 4s. lid. -0n the Y.S.S. 

18th, Oldlands, Bristol (N.); Oct . 25th, Fam- I have a list or some twenty or so members 
ham (N. a nd R. ); Nov. 29th. Eastleigh (N. who have guaranteed the losses at our stock 
and R.), Cranleigh . (N. a nd R .): Nov. 17tll- J.hows. I do not think 1t fair for so few to 
22nd, S .P .C.A.S.S. (Horticultura l H all) (N. stand the loss through the fault of so many. 
and R.) . I suggest thr.t they send me 5/ - each and da re 

Wi!l club members please let me have their I hope that we "'n find another sixty mem­
n ew&-Stanley G. A. Stephenson "Ravens- bcrs among the other 350 to help -0ut with 5s ? 
wood, " Milford, Surrey. · I ~hall be resigning from the secretaryship 
BRITISH ANGORA RABBIT SOCIETY at the .end of t he year for my famHy is a bout 

to be mcreased, and I have gone mto a n ew 

ON Friday, Sept. 5th, the British Angora home with a very large garden and I Just 
Rabbi t Society will hold Its young stock canno~ spare so much of my time. Mv one 

sho.w ':'t West Side, Wimbledon Common. by ambition has been to pull the club t-Ogethcr 
invitation · of the Wimbledon Produce Show and to leave it very sound fin ancially 
committ ee. It is hoped tha t there will be T he Northern and Home Counties Y.S 
a reco~d number or entries. I! only to show shows were also very poorly supported. 
appreciation to t he club's hosts. When I foresaw this and proposed -0nly three 

There will be stock. wool. yarn and gar- sections a t the A.G .M. I was outvoted, so it is 
ment classes and a class for commercial up t o members to back themselves up 
· 111oollers in 3 ins. coat. in which only the The club has guaranteed clas~es at Brad­
wool w1ll be Judged; the finer potnts o! the ford . the Nationa l Ch. Sh-0w the Dairy Show 
rabbits "'.ill be ignored. Mrs. Kelsey and Mr. etc., so let us see tl10se Foxes. We do n~i 
Power will judge the stock section. and an wnnt t,n r evert to A.O.V. again 
expert spinner; Mrs, Eizzard, though a new- I hope soon t<i h ave the ihe handbooks 
e
1
omer, t o the JJ!dgmg table, will judge the from the printers. I am also having c . -0! M. 

~ ass •• handspmners. pen cards printed for issue to club secre-
~ !f meJ!lbe'1 ~,av~ 11?.,ra,bl>lf,s worthy of t arles. These will remind the winners that 

( ..>< ..:. j ~ c , f"' • 

suppor t and j ustify the expense of staging 
this show on its own.- A. P . Will iams. hon . 
sec., 4, Homelands Road Whitchurch. Ca rdiff. 

EASTERN COUNTIES HAVANA CLUB 

ENTRIES fer the Eastern Counties Havana 
Club's youn g stock show at Sandy on 

Aug. 28th, close on Aug. 18th. Full classifica­
tion was in last week's issue. 

A committee meeting wm be held at the 
sh ow to discurn fina· arrangements for the 
joint National and Eastern Ciub'& adult stock 

shows at Peterborough .- W. R. Handf~d. 
~hairman and Pres~ Rep, 
WEST REGIONAL HAVANA CLUB 

[
N th e report of the Na•t. Havana Y .S .S., 

published on Aug. l st, the results in the 
t wo novice classes a re identical. The correct 
results were-Novice Ex. and Ex., 6: l Good­
win (8 193 ); 2 Stewart: 3 Brown : 4 P innock; 
5 Stewaiit; 6 P innock. The jucge. was G. A. V. 
Andrews . Nat. Club Novice Member, 20: l 
Goldup (07395); 2 Gold up: :i- Southern ; 4 
Newman; 5 Brooks; 6 Hiscox; 7 Gregory. The 
Judge was S. G. Francis.-F. A. Beesley. 441 . 
Portway, Shirehampton. Bristol. 

HAY RACKS FOR RABill TS 

[ 
HAVE been !>reeding rabbits tor Le:; yea rs 
a n c.;. I find that accidH1t& to ycung stock. 

a r " prevented bY fixing a home-made hay 
rack with a sloping lid , having a ~5 degree 
fall. I should never dream of do1 m~ away 
with hay racks. 

I canilot see ho-w Capt. Sm ith can feed 
h ay and grer,nfoods to r abbits without usfng 
some kind of a rack. as I ha1·e foun d that 
a ny greenfood lef t oYer from one meal to 
another is bound to be soiled. 

If my stock is to be healthy. thev should 
be fed under hygienic condi tions. The-Y a.re 
given as big a varietv as possi ble of good 
clean food . The hutches are cleaned daily, 
especially in t be summer months. when 75 
per cent. of the •abbit·s food is grcenfood. 
The only way to keep greeniood an d hay 
from being soiled is by u si ng so1ne kind of 
n rack. either in side er out.side the pen . 

I a Jso 1:ive water daily all the year round. 
Und <. r this system I lrnve lost no voungsten 
once they are out. of the nest, and I have 
n ever h a d any accidents throu gh installiDC 
inside hay r acks. E. BOWES, 
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CAVY COMMENTARY 

WILL-0'-THE-WISP BREEDING LEADS 
TO NOWHERE / 

']"'HIS week I would like to take a different 
: line in my notes. From all parts of 
Grea t Britain I have r eceived letters from 
l!avy fanciers in response to the notes I ha ve 
written the last few months. Not a ll of them 
agree with all I ha·ve said, but almost every 
writer ha s thanked me for trymg to help the 
novice, interest the old band, and, ati the 
same time, give the ca,·y Fancy as a whole 
a lift on th e way to greater successes. 

Case-hardened critic though I am said to 
be, I readily admit that the many letters 1 
have received haYe done much to encourage 
me to continue writing, a lid I here wa nt to 
thank the. writers of all those letters-lthose 
who p r aised and those who b lamed- a ll are 
helpful, for thei r words of encourage!Tlent and 
and help . They have helped me in many 
ways. Most of the subjects on which I ha ve 
tuoched have been suggested in one Jetter or 
anot l1er, often unintentionally on the part of 
't he writer. and I have tried to dea l with them 
fairly aed educationally. In this way my 
correspondents have hel)l'ed -me to help others 
and if we ·would only continue en those lines, 
with a desire to help uppermost in our minds 
and hearts, we could accomplish great things. 

One of the letters I have m mind came 
from tha t old fancier , Mr. J. H. H a rrison, of 
Leicester. .How long we have known each 
other I would not like to say, but our ftiend­

, ship goes b ack a long, long way . In his 
letter Mr. Harrison asks me to go on writing 
my notes, saying th at. though so:ne who 
wri te to t he p3per will try to create a jarring 
note. tl~erc is usually something I write.-it.hat 
is b rlpful to the novice and interesting to 
the old hand. Th.1r. Harri son has been breed­
in g iu 1<l exhibitin g ca vies for 47 years. ha\·­
ing exl1 ibited a ll yarieties except Himalayans, 
t hough we always most closely associate h is 
name with the Self Red. with which va riety 
h e secured his fir st win 46 yeaTs ago1 at 
Thorne sh r1w In all those years. Mr . Harri­
son t ells me, he has only once in Lroduced 
Ire~h blood int o h is s tud. a nd the experiment 
was a fa ilure. so he ha s stuck to his one 
Jme o f breeding ever s ince. I mention this 
as a. lesson to t hose youn g fanci ers who, like 
1.J1e will o' the wisp. flit from one stud to 
Mother . bu ying a boa r here and a sow there, 
yet won der ing whv they never make progress . 
Concentra tion. both in thought a'1d on t he 
materi a l one has in the stud, is the surest 
way to lasting success. 

A110thei· l e tt~r is fro m an old friend whose 
r.ommunications a lways giYe me a fP.Pling of 
lnfe,·iority. H is letters a r e full of cheerful­
ness, and display a li vely interest in the cavy 
Fancy anct it s follow ers. Twen ty years ago 
he was nn active cavy breeder and exhibitor , 
winnin~ many prizes at good shows , including 
Bradford Cham pion show. and well known 
to a wide circle of friends . For a long time 
now. he h as beei1 a great sufferer from the 
effects of in1uries sustain ed in the 1914-18 
wnr. For years he has been obli ged to spend 
his tim e lyin g on his back in bed. his days 
of pain being more frequent th an his days 
of fr eedom from it. On the former days he 
Is even una ble to write or r ead , :vet it is 
amazing how he keeps up his spirits . In his 
letters he often mentions fa nciers he met in 
the old days. He keeps himself well posted 
lS to the changes that take place in the 
F-a ncy , and offers me opinions on the many 
questions I raise from time to time in these 
columns. 

His hapniest memories a re conn ected with 
the cavy Fancy, and those memories. he tells 
me. do much to 11elp him keep up heart when 
averything seems to be aga inst hi111 . How he 
leeps up his spirits I cannot imagine, but he 
does. R ead what he said in a recent Jetter: 

" Just a line to thank :vou for sending 
FUR AND FEATHER every week. I thoroughly 
en joy every word you have wr itten, the 
a r ticles bein g inter est ing. education al . and 
very enjoyable. I par ticula rly liked the 
one describin g the meetin g or f anciers 1n 
your cavia ry. I still miss my cavles but I 
never envy other fanciers the pleasure they 
get from their hobby." 
At present he is spending a few weeks !n 

his n ative village in Staffordshire . havin g got 
there throu11h the kindness of the Br itish 
Legion . He had to t r a vel by t r ain in his 
Jnvalict ca rriage as walking is altOaether out 
of the question. yet this is what he said in 
on e letter:-

"God has been very good to me and I 
have a lot to be thankful for, especially for 

· friendships made through the F ancy." 
Arthur Swingler. for that is the name o! 

the man I count it a privilege ,to ca ll friend·, 
can give us a ll a lesson in patience and for­
bearance. When his holiday is ended he will 
return to Worthin g, where his addr ss wiU be, 
as before, Ward 1. Gifford House, Boundary 
Road. Worthing. If any cavy fanc ie1· feels 
that he is in need of a little encouragement 
when the outlook is not so bright as he would 
like. let him drop a lin e to Arthur Swingler. 
The writing of the letter , which should be on 
cav:1 rr.atters . will of itself he lp to clear the 
clouds, but •the reply, which will come when 
my fri end is fit to write, will be a ray of 
sunshine. · 

I .ha.ve, at . d ifferent times, baa l ett~rs 
in smular vein from other fanc iers whom 
fortune has not dealt so kindly with as It 
has the ma.Jority of us. Whenever I receive 
such a letter · I feel d eeoly thankfu l tl1 at I 
have been privileged to be one of t he great 
fraternity of livestock lovers and to heln in 
the small way I have b~en able !n build ing 
up a still s tronger brotherhood of fanciers 

The Fancy is a great source of haopuicss 
to th ~usands of men and women in all parts 
of thi s l and of ours, and there a r e countless 
homes th a t a re t.he better for the hea d of 
the house taking an active oart in the D'r eat 
hobby of breeding small livestock with" the 
object of Improving the particular species in 
which his' interest· most closely lies. This is 
a side ot t'li~ 11'ancf 'tM.'t! ''-w~ do« not r ·am. 
atra~~· pti~n; lil>J - mllcb .as. ,wt '-= mlo'nt i ifo~ J_ /1 
• .... . t • ll.- Mr j _ .J '•' t J , 't f 5 ~.. . ~ . · 

gcod fancier is in va ria bly a good husband, 
a good father, a nd a good citizen . · 

Its queer how keen 1ancieh can be to beat 
each other in producing i;ood qu ali ty animals 
and "whacking" the ot h er fellow In the show 
pen, yet at ali t imes r eady to lend a helplng 
h and to those who need It. Tl1e good flmcler, 
too, 1s ever ready to give credit to others 
for achievements desen 1ing 1t , and , when he 
is beaten , to offer sincere congratulations to 
the man who does it. He does not count. the 
winning of prizes as the beghming and end 
of a fanci er 's career. H e l ikes to win, 
naturally, but he likes to see the best an ima l 
head the class, irrespective of ownership 1 

scorning to t ake mean advan tage of Jus 
fellows. . 

If this true fancier spirit was n ot so much 
in evidence we sh ould h aye a fnr poorer 
Fancy than we have to-day. Where would be 
a ll tfie splendid shows we have each year 
if it were n ot for the great work done by 
volunta ry workers, secretaries, stewa rds, and 
ethers, who a re actua ted by the one motive 
of helping the Fan cy an d. thr ough it. their 
fellow-men? Ca n anyone name any other 
section of our national life wherein there is 
so much so freely given with a Ji ttle hope or 
expectation. of financia l rewar d . Mere £ s. d . 
never r epays the true fancie r for the work 
!1e does in the Fancy. His reward is in see­
ing the Fancy prosper and m afle a better 
means of recrea t ion and pleasure for others. 

This F ancy of ours h as been built uo by 
... u.t! •_.,ing like three-quar ters of a ceritury 

of volull!tary effort by thousands of just 
c.rdinary peuple like ourselves the secr et of 
their success being that they 'put the Fancy 
first and self las t. T heir efforts h ave created 
a great and glorious heritage for those who 
ham followed. and who will follow them 
and it should be t he pleasure, as well as 
the duty. cf every fancier to see t ha t noth­
ing he does shall in any way prev nt that 

ra ge being handed on to future genera­
tions of fa nciers in an eYen gra nder sta te. 
If we a ll took up that a ttitude we should 
hea r l e~~ of bickerings over club management. 
competi tions a t shows would be keener and 

·11er th "' n eyer, and men and wom en 
would value ""'being known as a true fancier 
more highly than anythinir else. 

ALLAN WATSON. 

Here a re Juni or Me mbers at t he Erith and Belved.ere Rabbit Club Show on August 
3rd a.11~ 4th. These enth ~s iasti c youngsters ran the ir own section anti secured 
94 entries. Master Clarke 1s th e secretary of t he Jun ior Sectio n, Best J un :or Exh ibi t 
was won by ei ght years old Alan Edwards, one of th e kee nest tanc i8'S in t he club. 

DURHAM & NOR TH UMBERLA ND 
CLUB 

THERE- will be a meeti ng of th e 
and Northurr.berland Cavy Club 

castle on Au g. 23rd, in the show 

CAVY 

Durham 
a t New­
field of 

Northumberla nd County show . Any member 
who has anything to put for wa rd for tlrn 
go od of the club should brin g it to this 
meeting. Subs. are now ore !"d'i.;.e. 

NATIONAL MOUSE CLUB NOTES AND NEWS 

The youn g- s tock show will be held a t 
Bi.shop Middleham on Aug. 30th.-W. T. 
Dmnmg, h on. <C C., 39, Albert Roa d, Consett, 
Durham. 

" TELLING THE WORLD " ABOUT M ICE 
Ron. Beard 's.Great W ork a t Stroud 

By Dick Ward, 57 , Cha n trey Rd., Sheffield 8. distribute among Interested spectators I should 
Gaming Events be happy to send them to him. 

Aug. 22nd .-Blackpool. 
Aug. 23rd.-Hat!i•ld. 

[ 
APPEAL for support fer Hatfie'.d show on 
Aug. 23 rd. There will be 20 classes for 

mice, and Mr. F . C. B erton will judge. Mr. 
Tom Bamford will act as chief steward and 
has a lso promised a special of 5/ - for the 
bE.s t mouse. Schedules m ay be had from 
Mrs . I. Bishop. "Highdene." Great North R oad 
North Mymms, nr. Ha tfield , Herls. · 

Mr. Horton is very anxious that this effort 
should be a success as it will be breaking 
new ground for the N.M.C. It is very near to 
Blackpool. but even so I hope m embers will 
scrape up some entries. 

A few weeks ago when I appealed for sup­
port for Stroud show . l pa.5sed the r emark 
that if these sma 11er shows were the result 
of one new fancier joining our ranks thty 
were well worth while. ~tr. Tanner , the sec. 
of Stroud show , writes:-

" ! am not a mouse fancier. but I am that 
new member. If Archi e Blackmore a nd the 
small band of sportsmen who came to Stroud 
show on Saturday are typical of N .M.C. 
members then indeed I shall be proud to be 
associated with them. T h t. entry was only 

small , but the interest taken in the mice 
more than made up for t hat." 

Mr. C. H. Johnson at Driffield had tbe 
marquee well suppli ed with posters and 
details of where to apply for information In 
fact I don 't think I have ever seen a sh ow 
better disj)layed. I am sure that like the good 
sport he is he would be glad to loan some 
of these posters to any interested secretary 
provid ed they were looked a.fter and returned. 

I apologise to members for apy delay in 
correspondence, due to my being on holiday . 
I_ n early h ad a hear t attack when I saw. tht· 
pile of letters awaiting my re turn . so If I 
seem a little long in replying, please forgive 
me ; I will do ir.y best, but even a secre­
tai:y's wife likes to be taken to the pictures 
now and again . 

I add my appeal to that of Mr. Wal ter Coles 
for fanciers to keep an eye open for any 
abnormalities In their stock. especially in the 
hmd f~et. They will be of very great interest 
to the Institute of Ge:ietlcs at Cambridge, 
and may easily be the means of helpin g to 
alleviate . human suffer ing. Mr. T . C. Carter. 
~ho ts in charge of the experiments th ere 
1s a member of the N.M.C. He told me that 
he had r eceived so many kindnesses from 
fanciers that he thought the least he could 
do was to join the club. 

ENGLISH SELF CAVY CLUB 

[ 
HOPE a ll self fa nciers will do their best 
to m ake the English Self c avy Club 's 

young stock show a success. It will be held 
at Silsden on Sept. 6th. The advert. appeared 
1n last week 's FUR AND FEATHER. 

Mr. Crabtree has r eceh·ed the followin g 
specia ls: 5/ - best young black boar ; 5/ - best 
young black sow: 5/ - best young white: 5/ · 
best young crea m ; and 5/ - best adult cream. 
The E.S.C.C. offers 5/ - best young self, 2/ 6 
second best young self, 216 best adult self, 
a nd 1/ 6 fourth prizes in a ll self classes. The 
Tcwnsend trophy, Black cup a nd Greenlees 
cup, will be up for competition. T he N.C.O. 
will also offer 4th prizes in all straight se l~ 
classes. 

New members are W. A. Statham, 37, Kirk· 
dale &~ad. South Wigston. nea r Leicester ; 
Mr. and Mrs. W T . A. Hall. 18. St . Andrews 
Read. Coventry ; a nd Mr . R. Teilow. 7, Bethel 
Street, Brighouse, Yorks. 

I appeal to all self fanciers to .loin the 
club . T he subs. a re 5/ - for adults and par t• 
n er ships, 3/ - .Juveniles .- Charlcs J. Wilson , 
hon. sec. a nd treas.. 50.- Rosehill R oad, 
Ra wmarsh. n~ar Rotherh am . 

OBITUARY 
WE regret to announce the dea t!J on J uly 

supporl~~\f 0fh~~o~th~rc;,ur6a \'~cc1':;t" a~dk:."a'! 
one of the few r~maining men.loers of the old 
Loodon Cavy Clu b. He h ad been m the cavy 
Fancy for 40 years. 

Archie Blackmore has sent me a most 
Interesting letter on the same show which I 
should like to give in full as I thin'k it con ­
~'i:l~ei~."... atmosphere of a show admirably. He 

RAILWAYS TO CUT OUT HAMSTER DELAYS 
" J ust a few lines about Stroud show on 

J uly 26th. The N.M.C. special winners were · 
Best adu:t and B .I.S ., J . w. Stephenson: P .E: 

FAWN, best 8 weeks, Ellis and Son. black 
Dutch. well balanced 

" Entries were 100 · and quality was good, 
out the stock fo und the heat a bit too much . 
Full prize money was paid on a class with 
two entr ies: that good old-timer, 'J oe' Holder. 

s tood the bill. 
"Mice had never pr evi ously been shown at 

Stroud and they were the centre of attraction· 
th ere were crowds r ound classes a ll the time' 
and questions were asked by colle(le professor.$ 
and humble schoolboys, Ron . Beard was in 
his. element lecturing to the crowd. 

" Jim Ellis and I went out to have a look 
at the general show. which was also good . 
We came back and Ron . w&s still lecturing. 
He woul d put some M.P. s to shame. It would 
be a good idea in future to have a small 
leaflet printed for agricul t ur al shows. setting 
out details of the club and its alms with a 
few words on t he Long- tail and its uses in 
r esearch . 

"I heard TIA ny iriquiries for stock at 
Stroud., People saw a va r iety they li ked and 
:mmcd1 atel wa nted to buy !:Orne mi ce If 
br eeders have i;:ood breeding stock there is 
a market for . th em 

"It was a hot ~nd tired pr.rtv th a t arrived 
back a t Bris tol. but all had tn.ioved the trip 

to Stroud." ARCHI E BLACKMORE. 
I alread y have some leaflet s for shows. and 

if·; illllY c. sho!- _secretary · would like some t o 
.l~• ... ~; }~· ._, -' • .i; I . 

Forthcoming B.H.C. Shows 
Ha tfield- Aug. 23rd . 
Summer Cup Show-Aug. 30th. 
Halifax. Sept. 20th. 
Dover- Oct . 28th. 
Kelvin Hall. Nov. 13th. 
National- Nov. 21st. 

ON J uly 19th Hamster fanciers h ad one of 
the best opportunities of propaganda th ey 

will ever have, but they failed to make use 
of it. Thanks to an unofficial show supported 
by guarantees and entr ies by a few Ha mster 
Club members, the entries were spilt, amt 
the secretary Of the Nort h Kent F .F .S. was 
left wondering by t he magnificent tota l of 57 
en tries fr om eight exhibitors. Messrs. White. 
Ba ldwin, Firth, Morgan , Oldfield. Battersby, 
R eynolds and '.Jowell. 

It has been argued that rabbit clubs have 
dates that clash and consequently split entries. 
Ever y fancier knows that this is a problem 
that forms one of the greatest headaches in 
t h e rabbit Fancy, and one which rabbit fan ­
cier s are eternally trying to solve. 

What some members do not seem to realise 
is that th ere is a certain etiquette in the 
Fancy in arranging shows, and unless the 
secreta r y be first contacted . date' are bound 
tc clash. I don't. mind how many shows I 
arrange. but if more shows mean split entries 
and smaller suppor t then you can count me 
out. I'm here to praise the Hamster. not 
to bm·y him. and if there is · a quicker way 
to klll the Hamster as a benchable a nimal 
then I've yet to discover it. 

Had t he entries been Impressive enough at 
Welling to convince the officials, Vic., T a te. 

wh o as sec. of tl' e S.E. Smallstock Assoc., 
has a pretty widespread iillluence in t h a t 
section . could, and would, have t aken up the 
cud gels of the H amster 's behalf. As it was, 
a grand opportunity to hel p the club and 
the Fancy was lost. 

I h ave been blamed for n ot 11iving publicity 
to Bollington- that doesn ' t worry me. I should 
have been blamed If 1 bad. and r ightly so. 
The present standard does need revision badly, 
ever ybody know' that. but until the Council 
has revised it the B.H.C. recognised sh ows will 
be run according to that s tandard. They will 
not be arrange~ to suit a handful of mem­
bers whose idear are n ot accepted by either 
the Council or the complc!.e membership, 

The railway companies h av e been h earing 
a lot from me recently, and I am now assured 
that steps will definitely be taken to cut 
out delays If members suffer delay or 
damage thev should either ask their station 
master to take up the mat t er. or better still 
writ e to the commercial su pcrintendant, car t • 
age section. of the railway a t fault. 

Recent entries make me feel pretty hopeless 
but I ask m embers to sui:;p or t th e club show 
at West Bromwich. This. held in conjunction 
wi th the horticultural soc iety's show, will · 
bring th e Hamster before a new section of 
th e public . If accommcde li on is wanted th~ 
three hotels are "Lewisha m." "Star and 
GR.rter. " an d "Beechwood :" all In High St. 

I acknowledge with aporeci ation t he follow­
ing specials: Mr and ~r.S. Everist 10 / - tKelvfn 
liall anrt NR.tional\ : Mr. S . Dibben . 5/ -; Rev. 
B. 0 . M. Alexander. 5 / - IKelvin Hall : W. J ,; 
10 / - <Kelvin lialll . JE.AN E. COOK .. 

Duke's· Hill. W61dlngham, Surref; -




