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He wants to help to save 
the 'aristocrats of the Fancy' 

out of the postbag 
EARLY in September 1970, Tim Heath gave 
me four Sable does. Personal delivery to my 
door , too , as he is in digs in ~otting Hi ll 
and after eati ng our week ' s supp ly of bis­
cu i t~ he left me with the words 'Get a Red 
buck' from Jack Hartley or someone.' 

So there I was , a novice with four Sable 
does. 

I have tried most of the popular strains, 
and failed , or given up , or both , but had 
fallen in love with the delightful coats of the 
Sables some three months earlier. 

Now, in the middle of January , I have 
eight Sable does and a buck that needs a 
body building course and many many lessons 
f rom an amorous doe. 

Anyway, I am determined not to g ive up, 
-11.nd perhaps , if someone would l ike to cor­

respond with me , we could do our thing in 
saving , to quote Angus Ridley (December 17). 
the 'aristocrats of the Fancy.' 

I think I am probably the only one in the 
Fancy who has the caging system I operate , 
too . My pens are clear Perspex fish-tanks, 
large enough for a trio , or a doe and litter. 

They are ·durable , tough and hyg ienic. Each 
of these slides neatly into a tiered shelving 
unit , four to a shelf. Each shelf is made of a 
f ramework and the underside of that frame 
covered in wire gauze. 

The tanks taper out towards the top , there­
fore there is maxim um air in take , the air 
c irculating through each shelf underneath 
each cage , through the mesh to the cage 
below. 

No tops or lids are required and to feed 
it is necessary only to slide the cage out a 
few inches, drop in food , slide cage back . 
To feed sixty mi ce and a fam ily of gerbils 
takes six minutes. This leaves far. more t ime 
to sit and study them , without having to 
d isturb them at all . 

As there is a heater beneath the unit, the 
does clear away all nest material from be­
neath their litter, and to inspect them , I 
just lift the tank and look underneath. 

I clean out two or th ree times a week and 
use wood shavings (fresh from the under­
taker) . The tanks need a wash about every 
two months. Th ey are kept indoo rs , and are 
disease free! JON STRUTT, Flat 3, 245 Will ­
esden Lane , London NW2. 

Get busy on the 
Tricolour-quickly 
DUR ING the past year several artic les have 
appeared in FUR AND FEATHER on various 
iflatters upon which I offer my per.sonal 
poin t of view on some of them. 

or course the most significant has been 
the rise in rail charges-something that 

-affects me more than most. As I am unable 
to attend many shows due to my work, I 
have to rely on the railways. 

When I started keeping mi ce about two 
yea rs ago I could send a box and two 

Maxeys for 10s. Now the cost ;s nearly £1 . 
However , although my nearest station, Yeovil , 
•is six m iles away I do t ry and support most 
opens and a few club shows. 

I am not a highly paid 'whiz-kid ', but I 
find that accord ing to my receipts from the 
ra i lways I have paid nearly fifty pounds 
over the past six months. Howev~r , I must 
mention that a good deal of this was on 
stock which I had sold. 

A few people have talked abo.ut profit from 
Fancy mice-they must be kidding · With the 
except ion of perhaps Mr J Hartley, who has 
done a terrific amount of winning in 1970 I 
doubt if anybody made a substantial profit , 
unless of course, th ey charged 1excessive ' 
prices ' for their stock. I bel ieve no true 
fancier should expect to make a p rof it , but 
that any monetary gain should be looked 
upon as a bonus. 

To move on to the subject of the Hima­
layan. Unlike many people I don't cons ider 
this mouse to be a true marked variety , no 
matter w hat rabbit and cavy fanciers may say. 
I believe its cousin , the Siamese , started 
l ife in the marke d section but it was trans­
ferred to the AOVs . 

I may appear to be biased as I breed 
Dutch and Brokens and the Himalayans did 
a lot of winn ing in mid-1970 , bu t I can 
assure you this is not the case . Besides, 
Dutch have made a 'comeback ' and can more 
than hold thei r own again. 

I believe a ruling that no variety shall be 
termed 'marked ' unless its markings appear 
within seven to ten days of age ; or something 
similar to this shou ld be brought into effect. 

The two new marked varieties g iven provi ­
sional standrards, the Rump White and Tri­
colour have had mixed fortunes. 

The Rump Wh ite is prog ressing quite well 
and should be a worthy add iti on to the Fancy. 
However the Tricolour won 't have much of a 
future u~less a lot of work is done on it­
quickly. The main failing with this variety is 
its 'whir ling' characteristic. I have kept 
them on two occasions but have been unable 
to get them to breed sa1·isfactorily. 

I found Mr Tony Cooke 's arti c le on insecti­
c ides interesting. I myself use a louse 
powder wh ich is meant for cattle and this 
seems 10 be very efficient. S G MAYNARD 

Are plastic wash bowls 
successful? 
I INTEND to take up mice again after a 
lapse of sixteen years. Some time ago a lady 
fa ncier in FUR AN D FEATHER sa id that she 
had solved ·her housing problem by • using 
plast ic washing bow ls . 

May I inquire through the Mouse pages if 
she has found any troubles with these . 

a Did they sweat during the recent cold 
weather? 

b Does she use separate nest boxes? 
c What is used to cover the tops? 
The bowls are avai lable in a local store at 

3s 6d each , and would save a lot of lime and 

GENUINE TRICOLOUR? 

trouble •if they have proved satisfactory._ 
Can .galvan ised welded mesh be obtained 

anywhere in i" spac ing? C G SUTTON, 
Woking , Surrey. 

Get rats to the shows 
I HAVE seen several new colours of gerbil , 
including silver , cinnamon , albino, grey and 
cream . It seems that with a bit of trouble 
new colours can be made . 

When these new varieties are available to 
anyone it would be interesting to see how 
many people keep them. 

With regard to the rat , a cl ub was go ing 
to be started by Fred Beach of the Central 
England Mouse Club , but apart from the 
letter that was printed in FUR AND FEATHER 
nothing else has happened. 

There are quite a few people who own 
rats , but only a few of these try to send to 
every avai lable show. People who own rats 
should get them into shows wh ich have 
classes for them instead of leavin g them 
behind. What is the po int of having rats if 
you keep them at home all the t ime. 

A ll rats are wo rth showing. The London 
and Southern Counties Mouse Club puts on 
classes for rats but every show is always 
between Steven Pugsley, Mary Dobson and 
myself. 

I believe the CEMC puts classes on but 
they do not get many rats. 

I know of at least a dozen rat breeders 
so why in the show results do the same 
names always crop up. Are some people 
scared of showing them against others. 

I repeat , all rats are worth showing , so 
Jet ' s see more rats in rat c lasses. The clubs 
are •good enough to put on classes so do try 
to support them. PAUL CRUDGINGTON , 
South East London. 

Standard for the 
Mongolian Gerbil 
SINCE my article about the Mongol ian Gerbil 
Society appeared in FUR AND F-EATHER 
of December 3 1970, many people have re­
quested the Mongol ian Gerbils Standard. 

T he basic standard as laid down by the 
Mongolian Gerb i l Society allocates as follows: 
Type 20 , colour 20 , condition 20, fur 15, 
size 15, eyes 5, ears 5. Total 100 points. 

Penalties are: Disease or intractabi lity, dis­
qual ification: sores , scars or wounds , minus 
20 points (maximum); excess fat , 10; moult­
ing , 10; dirty or stained fur, 10; dirty show 
pen, 5. 

T ype : The bod y shall be moderately firm 
and p lump {but not fat) . The head shall be 
short and broad and set well in to the body. 

Condition: The Mongol ian Gerbi l shall be 
very a lert at al l t imes and easi ly handled . 
The fur should have a healthy sheen and not 
moulting. 

Fur: The fur shall be th ick and short as 
possible and soft to the touch. Attention 
should be made to the belly fur which shall 
be as dense as possible. 

Size: The Mongolian Gerbi l shall be as 
large as possible and the tail shall be the 
same length as the body when fully adult. 
The length of the tail will be judged in 
relation to the age of the Gerbil. The female 
size wh ich is smaller than the males w ill be 
taken into account In mi xed classes. 

Eyes: The eyes shall be large (not bulging) , 
widely set and br·ight. 

Ears: The ears shall be fa irly small, not 
too rounded and carr ied erect. 

Colour: The top colour shall be a soft 
golden-red evenly covered with black ticking 
over the back and sides and carried well 
down to a dark grey at the roots. The belly 
fur shall be as white as possib le. The under 
side of the tai l sha ll be a slight ly lighter 
colour than that of the body. The top side 
of the tail only shall be the same as the 
body , ticked with black , showing a ridge the 
full length of the tail, shading to an almost 
black tip . The ears shall be covered with a 
fine ligh t g·rey hair bordered with a soft 
golden-red free from t icking. The eyes shall 
be jet black and encircled w ith a d istinctive 
l ight grey hair. The toe nails shall be black. 
K W SMITH, secretary Mongolian Gerbil Club 
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Calder Valley 
suggests reduced 
fees for 
early entries 
AT THE annua l general meeting of the Calder 
Valley Mouse Club , held January 12, the 
following officials were elected for 1971. 

PRESIDENT: Mrs E Longbottom. 
VICE-PRESIDENTS: B Longbottom, J 

Moreland, C Beckett, E Fletcher, J Hartley, 
J Kellett. 

TREASURER: J Wormald. 
COMMITTEE: Mesdames C Beckett , J 

Wormald, K Pridgeon, Messrs M Bleazard, 
D Taylor, K Pridgeon, S Smith . 

SECRETARY: E Longbottom. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS for 1971 are Adults 4s 

(20p), juveniles 2s (10p). 
SHOW DATES for 1971 : March 13, June 26, 

Nov 27. 
Over the past years the number of entries 

that show secretaries have been asked to 
accept on the day of the show has been 
gradually on the increase. At the last Calder 
Valley show 150 entries were given on the 
day of the show-nearly an impossib le task 
for a secretary if judg ing is to commence 
on time. To make the show a success these 
entries could not be refused. 

However, after a long discussion It was 
deci ded that at Calder Valley shows, for 
entries received during the week previous to 
the show the entry fee would be 1s per 
entry , but the entry fee for entries brought 
the day of the show would be 1 s 6d per 
entry. E LONGBOTTOM, Secretary. 

BRADFORD-AT-HARROGATE 

In spite of the strike of postal 
workers approximately 1000 
entries have been received for 
the mouse section at Bradford­
at-Harrogate. Fanciers have ral­
lied round and either sent off 
early or telephoned. 

If owing to the strike you have 
not received pen and rail labels, 
please send or bring your stock 
and they will be labelled at the 
show. If you mean to visit the 
show and have not already 
entered and wish to do so, please 
telephone your entry to J Kellett, 
Shipley 55621 , by tomorrow (Fri· 
day). 
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'ONE OF THE MOST GRACEFUL OF­
EXISTING QUADRUPEDS' 
Eric Jukes continues his history 
We now come to the varieties of Rattus des-
• cribed by Mr Brooke as ' one of the most 

graceful of existing quadrupeds, a thorough 
aristocrat. • It used to be thought that its 
extreme activity and timidity unfitted it tor 
shows but H C Brooke considered himself 
the only person in the country to tame ii. 
Mr Brooke goes on, ' but the fact that_ I 
won well with Rattus, both the Old English 
black variety, and the agouti Alexandrine, 
at Wadebridge and Newquay Shows In 
1914 and 1915, shows what can be done. 
The agouti variety, with or without white 
belly used to be but little known, and its 
occu~rence gave rise to reports of the 
existence of hybrids between Raltus a~d 
decumanus. Or Lewis Bonhole, now of t~e 
Cairo Zoo, first produced a fawn Rattus; 
when he left for Egypt Or Eagedorn took 
over his stock and produced more lawns or 
yellows, some with fawn bellies, which we 
have not yet attained in our fancy Rats, 
also dove·coloured or blue.fawn, with a very 
blue tinge, and choc~late. Skins of the~e 
were inspected by Miss Douglas, Mr Til­
ling and myself. Sir Claud Alexander in­
forms me he has seen some BE cream 
Rattus and at the moment of writing I 
posse;s two lovely BE whites, the like of 
which Mr R I Pocock of the London Zoo, 
writes me he has never heard of. I also 
have a beautiful BE lawn Rattus . 

One of these " white Rattus has at the lime of 
writing just won first and best in show at 
St Werburgh ' s and first and best in show, 
NMRC Summer Cup Show, Bristol , 1920: 
thus again proving the value of Rattus for 
exhibition purposes. The presumed mother 
of these Rats, a beautiful lawn doe, was 
unfortunately killed in Bristol in August 
1920. 

acraped out and renewed when damp and 
soiled-How often this Is nace ... ry dependfli 
largely on the size of the cage and thll 
number of rats in It. 

For the nests I prefer to use hay ao the 
rats can eat this. It should be used 
th-oroughly dry of course. 

Feeding 

The feeding of rats is basically the same as 
that of mice except that a little more 
variety can be introduced. 

The staple diet for my rats is soaked bread 
_ which Is squeezed dry and a little milk 

added, except in hot weather . I use brown 
bread but white bread would no doubt 
be just as good as there is probably not 
much difference in bread these days. Dog 
biscuits, boiled vegetables, clean house­
hold scraps and greens can also be given. 
Rats also relish a meaty bone occasionally. 
The fancier should not be afraid of giving 
his rats change of diet so long as the 
change is made gradua lly. Food is better 
given in heavy dishes which cannot be 
tipped over rather than laid on the saw­
dust. Rats like a drink of water although 
ii moist ·rood is given it is not essential 
except in hot weather. Unfortunately rats 
have an unfortunate habit of soiling the 
water and putting sawdust in it so water 
bottles would really be better. Do not 
forget that rats have strong teeth and so­
lhe water bottle should be of good quality 
glass. 

Obviously rats need more food than mice. 
They should be g iven as much as they 
can eat as they will not overeat. I hav• 
noticed that my rats delight in burying 
their unwanted food and so it Is best to 
see how much they leave and adjust 
the amount of food accordingly. I feed my 
rats once a day which Is quite sufficient. 

A basic feeding rule for rats is ' II you eat it, 
they eat it, ii It does you good It does 
them good.' 

Grooming The Club description is as follows: In build , 
the varieties of Mus rattus (the typ ical 
representative of which is the Old Engl ish 
Blac~ Rat) are much more slender and 
elegant than the common Rat, and con­
siderably less in size. The head Is long, 
nose well pointed , ears (as large as pos­
sible) about twice the size of those of the 
common Rat and so thin as to be almost 
transparent ; eyes very black and lull; coat 
rather long and shiny; tall very long and 
slender, tapering to a fine point. In the 
black variety the tail is black. The colour 
of the typical Rattus Is a slaty black, the 
belly being of a bluish tinge. Slate-blue. 
greenish, blue.fawn or dove colour, cream, 
yellow, and chocolate are existing sell 
co lours. In the Alexandrine varieties the 
colour is, first in order of merit, a rich , well 
ticked r_uddy or sable agouti , with pure 
white belly (Mus rattus tectorum, Bonhote) ; 
the next, .agouti with grey belly (Mus rattus 
Alexandrinus). 

A litter, thirteen days old Regular grooming does much to Improve the 
appearance of the coat and keep it In the 
glossy condilion which goes far towards 
securing red cards. A small drop of 
g lycerine should be placed on the pa lm of 
the hand and then both hands rubbed 
together until all visible moisture has 
disappeared. The Rat shou ld then be 
placed in any conven ient position- on a 
table covered with a cloth . or on one ' s chest 
so he can hold on with his claws-and 
then stroked rapidly hand over hand from 
head to tail . 

The rarest fixed variety appears to be 
greenish, an exotic form . I possessed 
1pecimens of this beautiful form in 1903: 
It d id not appear to become known to 
scfentists until 1905, when a spec imen was 
taken in a London granary. Judging from 
descriptions, the later known specimen• 
were far inferior in colour to those I 
possessed , which Included In one litter 
greens, agouti, sandy and blacks : the 
mother I was told was a beautiful green 
specimen, but too wily for capture.' 

The -clubs 

have dealt In some detail with the history 
of many of the varieties of fancy rat , but 
I have said little on the club1 which were 
loitering the rat Fancy. I have been unable 
to ascertain whether or not the National 
Mouse Club was founded In 1895 as the 
' National Mouse and Rat Club' by which 
name it was for some time known. 

The London and Southern Counties Mouse 
Club, of which I ha,,. the honour of being 
secretary, was founded In 1915 as the 
London and Southern Counties Mouse and 
Rat Club, and Included In Its founder mem­
bers was the late Waller Maxay. I would 
Imagine that the years from about 1905 
until the outbreak of the first world war 
-ra the heyday of the rat Fancy. Tha 
London and Southern Counties Mouse and 
flat Club dropped support for rats at Its 
annual general meeting In 1934 on a pro­
p_osltion of a Mr King and Mrs Blowers " as 
the rat Mellon of the Fancy was now dead 
as far as competition was concernad. " 

It w• not to be for another twenty-four years 
that the National Mouse Club was to take 
the same course of action at Its annual 
general mealing In 1957, although this dDH 
not 111ean the Natl-I Mo-. Club was 

actively supporting the rat Fancy during 
this time. 

It was probably the work of some sharp 
eyed member who noticed that the club 
was still " supporting " the rat Fancy and 
the proposal was merely to set the record 
straight. 

In that same year (1957) the London and 
Southern Counties Mouse Club unanimously 
voted to reinstate classes for rats to its 
table show schedule. This was as a result 
of pressure from a Mr Edwin Gay of 
Portsmouth and a Mr Rayfield . Both of 
these fanciers did a lot of work in the late 
fifties In a vain endeavour to popularise 
the rat Fancy, including articles in FUR 
ANO FEATHER and classes tor rats at the 
Portsmouth shows. 

In the early 1960's a ' National Rat Club' was 
formed but It never got off the ground and 
nothing further was heard of it. 

Two or three years ago the London and 
Southern Counties Mouse Club again com­
menced including two classes for rats at 
Its monthly table shows, the practice hav­
ing lapsed alter the Initial enthusiasm in 
the late 1950' s. Central England Mouse 
Club followed this example and now these 
are the only two clubs in the country that 
Include c lasses for rats. 

At the annual general meeting of the National 
Mouse Club In September 1970 I proposed 
that the NMC should 'promote the breeding 
and exhibiting of fancy rats for a proba­
tionary period of five years ' . Although more 
were in favour of the proposition than 
those against II the proposal failed to gain 
the necessary two thirds majority to bring 
it Into effect. 1 

have dealt now with the origins, show and 
club history of the fancy rat and I shall 
now go on to deal with the care and 
breeding Of the rat, after which I shall 
deal with the existing show standards of 
the rat. 

Turning firstly to the keeping and breeding 
of the rat, although many of the views 
expressad will be my own I shall be quot­
ing extensively from Fancy Mice and Rats, 
by Waller Maxey, the section on breeding 
of rats being revised by Miss M Douglas 
and H C Brooke. 

Housing 

less than 2 feet by 2 feet by 2 - feet. 
Miss Douglas recommended a ' Tates Sugar 
box' but I presume that Tates Sugar pro­
bably comes in cardboard boxes, as is the 
case with many other goods these days. I _ 
have found, contrary to popular belief, that 
rats do not gnaw their cages any more 
than mice, and some rats never gnaw. I 
keep my rats in a cage with an open wire 
mesh front (half inch mesh) which is 
hinged and opens outwards . A tea chest 
or an old rabbit hutch would make an Ideal 
rat cage . 

Rais are gregarious an imals and they like 
company. They will soon go out of con­
dition If left on their own . In my opinion 
the greatest advantage that rats have over 
mice is the fact that male rats can be 
housed together and will seldom light. Ob­
viously care has to be taken here. It is 
not advisable to Introduce a strange male 
Into a cage already occupied by other 
male rats. The rats, including the stranger 
should be all put Into a c lean cage and 
then there will be no trouble . 

Some time ago I saw a television programme 
in which a number of behaviour experi­
ments had been carried out on rats par­
ticularly regarding 'territo ry ' . It has been 
discovered that ii a strange male rat Is 
Introduced to a cage already occupied by 
a male both rats will fight but the 'stranger ' 
even If bigger than the ' occupant ' will 
cower down, and, if left in the cage, will 
eventually die . Scientists have found that 
the dead ' stranger' usually has no marks 
which could account for death. Upon per­
forming a post mortem on the rats the 
scientists have found the rat to be suffer­
ing from ulcers In the stomach, but this 
could not cause death. A mystery Indeed! -

Rat cages should be clear from damp and 
draughts as these will pro,,. fetal to the 
rats. 

Show cages for rats are of the standard 
'Maxey' pattern, but d iffer from the mouse 
cage In size, also In not having the front 
lid or shutter. The colours are the same as 
Mouse Maxeys. (Specifications for a rat 
Maxey will appear after the rat show 
standard&.) Extra care should be given to 
the matter of travelling boxes for the rat 
show cages, and their ,,.nlllation, In order 
that no draught can reach the exhibits as 
there are no Ilda to the Maxeys. 

Cleaninir 
It Is quite obvious that rats require more D 

space than mica and this may be one of 
the reuons why they are not popular. A The floor of the cage should be strewn with 
cage for two to five rata should be not a thick layer of sawdust, which should be 
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By this means all loose hairs are removed 
and the coat acquires a beautiful gloss. 
Care musf, however, be taken to use as 
little glycerine as possible, or more harm 
than good will result. 

In white rats the fur, alter the first moult, 
is very apt to become stained, or to 
acquire a cream or Ivory tinge Instead of 
the pure while required by the standard. 
To keep the fur a good colour man!i'" 
fanciers dust into it arrowroot, cornflour 
or powdered chalk. This should be allowed 
to remain for a few m inutes and then be 
carefully brushed out with a soft bruslJ 
The Rat may then be groomed with clean 
hands, and the greatest care taken to rub 
the hands well dry as well as to bru1h 
all powder out of the coat before grooming 
Is begun. (The words in this section are 
by Miss Douglas and Mr Brooke. Per­
sonally, I disapprove of the use of white 
powders on mice or rats, or any other 
white animal). 

Breeding 

The gestation period of the rat Is twenty-one 
days and the young are born naked, blind 
and deaf. They are fully furred at I-Ive 
days and open their eyes al fourteen or 
fifteen days. At this age they begin to eat 
solid food starting on the soft food that 
the doe brings Into the nest. They eat 
freely from Iha food dish at three -ks. 
They are mature at twel,,. -ks, wlll 
probably mate earlier than that, but It Is 
not advlsabla lo breed with them until 
fifteen weeks. 

The buck should be removed from the cage 
before the Utter Is born as otherwise he 
will mate the mother straight away. Two 
does can !Illar down together If space Is 
short. flats often have very large litters, 
fifteen In the litter Is not uncommon. I hne 
noticed that cannlbatlsm of the young by 

"the mother Is very rare, In tact I can go 
so far as to say that I have had no cases qj 
this. ·· 
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