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PIGEONS
ENGLISH OWLS AND GENUINE HOMERS

I—The Fascination of The Owl

By ''Mac”

NE of the most beautiful fancy pigeons is
the English Owl, I can recommend it to
anyone looking for am attractive variety. In
2 good dry loft, with plenty of fresh air,
glish Owls will keep in good condition, They
uire just the same feeding as other pigeons
as, beans, maize, tares and a little wheat
are the principal food for normal times. In
gl;ese days ‘“‘makeshifts” sometimes have to

used.

* English Owls, being a short faced variety,
require foster parents (or “feeders” as they
ere called) to rear the you Owls, The
“feeders” must be long-faced breeds such as
Racing Homers, Exhibition Homers, Genuine
Homers. Some fanciers use cross-bred feeders
such as Scandaroon and Homer cross or
Homer and Dragoon Ccross.

I have tried nearly every pure breed and
erosshreed bug I find that Genuine Homers
are the best. They are usually so quiet and
tame when sitting that one can do almost
anything with them. This is a great asset as
when breeding Owls one must look at the
eggs and young ones very frequently. Gen-
uines are also much_ smarter and nicer to
look at than crossbreds and acdd a nice side-
line to the breeding of Owls, as one can also
shew a Genuine or two.

The breeding season is most interresting;
it has its pleasures, and a few disappoint-
ments at times. The hatching and rearing of
& pair of healthy young ones from a favour-
ite pair give one much pleasure.

When breeding one must try to have the
Owls and the feeders layincF at the same time,
The Owl eggs are put under the feeders and
the feeder’s eggs are put under the Owls. Let
the Owls hatch the feeder's eggs, and let them
rear the young feecers. This they will do,
ggc?(use they are long-faced and have long

s :

aks.

anId pelieve in tlemng ttht‘a Owls hatch, feed
ear youngsters, as it is more natural and

I find that the Owls breed much better for

this natural experience.

If the “feeders” are good there should be
no difficulty in rearing the young English
Owls.  Sometimes, when due fo nest again,
when the young ones are about three weeks
old, they may just neglect them until the
feeder hen lays again. If so. one must feed
the young ones by hand with a few peas. I
d2 not use steepéd peas. When the crop is
half full I dip the youngster’s beak into the
water and it will take a good drink.

If any hand feeding has to be done it should
always be done in the evening, It is a very
simple matter to hand feed a youngster. Just
open the beak and drop one or two peas down
the goungster's throat or gullet, A few
minutes will complete the feeding.

Al four weeks old I take the young Owls
away from the feeders and place them in
the young bird loft. At this age I find that
they learn to eat and drink for themselves
much sooner than when they are left in the
nest till a later date,

English Owls of all ages, like all pther
pigeons_require grit constantly before them.
I use Health Grit with a little crushed char-
coal added to it. They also require baths,
but when giving them a bath, be sure to do
S0 on a very warm, sunny day, so that they
can dry themselves soon and properly.

English Owls have a “softer feather” than
Homers and absorb more water. They there-
for take rather longer to dry. If one has open
flights to let the Owls out into the open, it
is always best never to let them: get wet
through with rain. Always try to have them
ggytgfsfo;gyt};;y L-(Z)O <])‘n tpntrlée perches at night,

< the Owls will ke
andé condition. S DLk

Il—Genuine Homers

By Edgar A. Brookshank

I HAVE been asked to revive my notes on

the Genuine Homer for the benefit (or
otherwise) of the readers of FUR AND FEATHER,
and it is suggested that the notes be not
solely of interest to existing breeders, but
directed in Jpart to the general small stock
lover.” You'll readily see I've quoted from the
€ditor’s letter to me, so I shall have to watch
my P.s, to say nothing of my Q.s, or else
out comes the blue pencil, and well—you've

{1:& it—to oquote one of the silly modern
Well, to begin with, one thing of interest

about the Genuine Homer is the simplici
of it as a breed, Don’t misunderstand g’lei. e/ 4
don’t mean that a pair can be bought to
ggggdt;n:uershanyhovg. mi that they can be

show and win W
like th?lt'dy a red card—just
Tovided the owner gives them decent
housing, good corn (if he can get it), baths,
and attends to cleaning the lofts and nest

boxes, there ‘sn’t much  he need werr
about. They are very eclean birds: theglr
like baths, and they practically prepare

themselves for show. They feed their own
young, and some of the old cocks “‘will take
on all comers.”

I had an old boy some years ago that used
to load himself up with corn (in the days
when we could get all the corn we wanted).
stand in the middle of the loft, and call young
ones to him and give them food ad lib.
&:’,n some are like that, and we are glad of

Of course in these days of corn rations
(and almost every other thing rationed) we
just con’t afford all that, and it must be
very difficult for anyone wanting to start in
the pigeon Fancy to-day. but surely, although
one shall have to grin and bear it, some time
the powers that be will grant us a little more.
Maybe the N.P.A. is_seeing to it even now.
What did you say? What has all this to do
with Genuine Homers? It has everything to
do with it. How can I expect new members
to join our club if they cannot get the corn
to_feed the birds?

Intending Homer breeders should go to a
few shows and find out who is winning. Then,
Af they can find out what lofts are turning

out the winners they should then try to buy
birds from them.

Not all winners are bred by the exhibitor
by & long chalk, but the leading Genuinc
Homer Club members breed nearly all their
own winners, They buy a bird or two now
and again to help to out-cross for certain
characteristics that may be down & point or
two in their strain. They buy birds not only
because they are good i particular
points, but also because they are related to
their own birds.

Watch the adverts, for shows, and try to
show every bird you can from the breeding
loft; I know it is a lafe season, and you’'ll
want to try an extra nest or two, but don’t
let the shows down which are giving classes
for our variety without any guarantee. At
guaranteed shows members know it's up to
them to see that the classes are filled.

One of the oldest members of the club has
written me_ offering some silver spoons to the
club, he and I have decided that thcese
should be given to novice members; I'm not
giving his name yet I forgot tv ask his
permission to do so.

- Harrogate's first post-war show is being held
on July 26th., I've been asked to take charge
of the small stock section. There will be
about sixty pigeon classes, and I'd like io see
a big entry in every class. There are very
few societies which offer so many classes for
pigeons: make sure of as good a classification
next year by sending a bumper entry this time.

There are lots of specials in the schedule,
and perhaps more will be in the catalogue.

Rabbits also have a good classification. and
we hope to do better another year with these
and cavies.

YORKSHIRE COLUMBERIAN SOGIETY
ORKSHIRE Columbarian Society held a
verv well attended committee meeting on
June 18th. Those present were: Mr. E. P.

Mcrion, Chairman, Messrs. E, Bottomley, A.
Bebb, G. E. Holroyd. J. Meek, Hugh Morse, T.
J. D. Fawcett, F. Turpin, P. Barrett, E. Pear-
sen, T. H. Singleton, E. A. Brooksbank, T. K.
Child. R. Baldwin, S. Mclachlan, and J. W.
Walker, hon. sec. Mr. Morten gave a hearty
welcome to all and expressed thanks for such
a good attendance, E

It was passed that we have a 12 months’
advertisement in the club register in “Pigecns
and Bantams.”

The following new members were accepted:

essrs, W. J. Empson, . Frost, ol
Rowntree, J. Gledhill and Son, Mrs. Hepe and
Mr. and Mrs, L. R. S. Freestone.

After some discussion it was decided to hold
> Club Show in the Green Lane Barracks,
Baildon, Shipley, on Dec. 13th.- All inquiries
are being made to see if the Drill Hall is
available on the date.

Mr. Brooksbank mentioned that Harrogat
Show was bei 1d on Saturday; July 26th,
-so it .was_ deciged tc give 5/- and diploma for
the best fancy .pigeon and best. racing pigeon.
Qnly paid-up members willsbe ble t0 com-
g;{.leib,tgg; Mg'heie lsDecmls., ,Clul bmembexr'g

i any show receiving club suppo:
should mark their entry forms Y.C.S.

J. W. WALKER,
21, Rowlands A‘_'E" Dalton, Huddersfield.
BIRMINGHAM COLUMBARIAN SOCIETY'S
YOUNG BIRD SHOQW

FIRST young bird show of the series held
June 25th at-H.Q., Tne Wagon and Horses,
Greet, Birmingham. Present: Messrs, F.
Challinor, C. O. Brettell, H. S. Welch, W. H.
Cowe, T. Davies, J. R. Barker, J. P, Beckett,
A. Matthews and several visitors. .

RACING HOMERS.—Grand Class: 1, sp., 2,
r F. Challinor; vhe, c . H. Lowe; he T,
Davies. Judge: J. P. Beckett. ROLLERS.—
i, sp.,, r, vhc W. H. Pensom; 2, 3, he J. R.
Barkey. Judge: F. Challinor. SHOW HOM.—
1, 2, 3, W. Troman, Judge: F. Challinor. All
birds bred by exhibitors and exhibitors are
allpwed to show only three birds, Next show
July 23rd.—W. Troman, hon. sec, and treas.

In the schedule fﬁa;;ogate agric. show on
July 26th. class 200 should read: Racing
Homer, likeliest hen, adult.

AROUND THE CATTERIES

BLUE NOTES

“ E motored down to see Mr. and Mrs.

Brunton recent.y and spent a very en-
joyable afternoon with them, and their
aaughter Rosemary, wno hag recently been
demobilised from W.A.AF.,, and is spenaing
scme time at home whilst she awaits a
vacancy at the Slade Art School, They are
all as busy as bees turning lovely old Marl-
post Farm into a country home with modern
amenities. It is very secluded and nestles on
the foot of a hill among acres of fields and is
a delightful place to breed cats.

There are a number of fine outbuilqings,
and one, which is really like a rocom raised
on brick pillars, provides a place where the
kittens can play in bad weather. Each queen
has her own wooden cat house where she
sleeps and rears her families, but is allowed
complete liberty in suitable weather. )

Champion Dream of Dunesk was lcoking
very sweet and in tip top condition,
especially as she had just finished nursing a
litter of five bonny  kittens by Miss
Campbell's Adrian of Pensford, This
fine family _were romping about and
were a very level litter with good heads,
sound coats and neat little ears. They were
a credit to their parents and Mrs, Brunton's
care and attention. Mrs. Bailey, Derby, has
purchased one for a future stud.

Mrs. Jacksen, Worcester Park, will buy a
female when she returns from ga holiday at
Worthing, and Mrs, Manning, Cambriuge, is
also to buy one. -

The remaining pair may be retained by Mrs.
Brunton to make their debut at the B.P.C.S.
show in October.

Sweet September of Dunesk, bred the same
way as the above quintette and best kitten
in show ai the N.C.C. show in, January has
grown into a robust young cat. He has a
good head, weet expression and exception-
ally small, well placed ears. He also will be
exhibited this coming season. His litter sis-
ter, Dainty Delphinium of Dunesk, which also
won so well at the same show, being first in
the 3-6 months female kitten class, was away
visiting Mokoia Tafete and is now in kitten.

Champion Dream’s Dam, Apple Blosscm of
Dunesk a hale veteran of 13 years, elected
to stay out during our visit. Champion Dream
will be visiting Miss J. M. Fisher’s Cedric of
Hadley for her next litter and it will be in-
teresting to see her family.

Another enjoyable visit was to Mrs. and
Miss Montague, Hampstead, to see their pet
Robin of Pensford, which is intended for the
foundation of a smal]l cattery. Robin is a
very big kitten in lovely coat and condition.
He weighed over 11 lb. at nine months.

Although Miss Montague does not like the
idea of cats sleeping out she realises one can-
not keep adult males entirely as house pets,
so she ig having a roomy house built in 2
very large run the entire width of her gar-
den, which encloses trees and a rockery so
he can play around and above his house.

She has had bad luck with her two queens,
but is starting again and hopes for more suc-
cess when she is able to mate the kittens she
intends to buy her own stud.

Many Blue breeders will be sorry to hear
of the death of Playmate of the Court bred
by Mrs. Oglethorpe. Mrs. Bailey writes:—
“TI thought, you would be interested to know
thet Playmate dled on June 22nd from an
internal growth, which developed very
quickly. He had devoted care and attention,
but nothing cculd save him.”

“The veterinary surgeon, who attended
the late Miss Albrecht's animals and
knew Playmate, said that he must have had
the trouble for a considerable time and it
developed with age. I think he missed his
late mistress and perhaps fretted although
I cared for him so much. I feel very sad
as he was such a lovable cat.”

Owing to the war Playmate had few cppor-

tunities of being exhibited, but when he
appeared at three suummer shows
gt Beeston, Notts., he was 1st

twice and 2nd to Deebank Michael once.
I admired him very much the first time I
saw_him in 1943. He was very well bred and
sired some lovely stock. His passing is a
loss to the Fancy and one sympathises with
Mrs. Bailey in losing a fine cat, owned for
many years by her friend Miss Albrecht.
Mrs. Carnell, Elderton Lodge, Thorpe Mar-
ket, Norwich, sent me a plan of her large
house, which is five miles from Cromer and
ten frem Wroxham Broads. Mrs. Carnell
owns a few Siamese but also intends breed-
ing Creams when she can procure a suit-
ableg female kitten,
_ Mrs. Benbow sent me a photo of her house
in Cornwall, Down Derry Ledge, and an in-
vitation. The house certainly is situdted in
a lovely spot facing the sea among glorious
trees and looks most inviting. Like a num-
ber of breeders, we have the problem of
leaving the cats. The ideal way is to leave
them at home where they are happiest, but
it is difficul. nowadays to get a suitable
person to cire for them.—Mrs. F. H. Thomp-
son, 130, Wickham Way, Beckenham.

Southern Counties C.C.
Y the time these notes are in print, the
K.K. and N.C. Club show will be over.
The first show of the season is an event;
we all eagerly look ferward to the youngsters
maklmg their debut and meeting friends for
a chat.

Mrs. Thompson has been helping me to
build up my knowledge of L.H.s. She is a
most able teacher, and thanks to her help,
I shall in future approach the L.H. pens
with enthusiasm, not my usual puzzied ex-
pression,

_ Most Siamese breeders have_been busy with
litters—and large litters. I see that Mr.
Dean’s Queen has a litter of eleven. This
reminds me 51 my very first queen, whose
litters were never less than nine. Some queeng
have this reproductive ability, but unless one
has a foster, it is a mistake to over-strain
a nursing queen. Siamese have been most
prolific this year,

Kittens must have shade; sunlight and air
are excellent but the intense sun of the past
weeks i§ too great for kittens unless shade is
provided.

Mrs. Bruce Webb's Rexina May Morning is
in kitten to Oxley’s Smasher, and she hopes
for a good litter.

Mrs. Major came over one very hot after-
noon, and with ereat Datience, took snaps
of the cats.

. Mrs. Brunton's Dream of Dunesk has a
litter by Adrian of Pensford, and Honeysuckle
of Dunesk a litter by Ch. Southway Nicholas.
All the kitteng are beautiful.

My new seal point stud, Doneraile Dekho,
goes everywhere on a lead. Our definite
appointment is the post each evening. If I
am late he shouts his loudest. He has a
few selected friends on his walk, and majest-
ically ignores others. He has the delightful
gature of his grandsire, Ch. Jaques of Abing-
on.

I thank those members and friends who,

hearing I had not been well, wrote to cheer
me up.
WiI]i) members please send news and adverts.
for the next issue of the ‘‘Southern Bell.”
This is an urgent appeal.—Kathleen R.
Williams, 92 Chiltern Road, Sutton, Surrey.

Notts and Derby Show Manager
MRS. I. G. HANCOX, 3 Heatherley Drive,
Valley Road, Nottingham, will be show
manager for the Notts. and Derby ch. show
at the Victorla Baths, Bath Street, Notting-
ham., on Tuesday, Jan. 6th.
Offers of support from the various clubs and
help from frieads and intending exhibitors
will be gratefully received by Mrs. Hancox.

®
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NAT. MOUSE CLUB NOTES
AND NEWS

By Dick Ward, 57, Chantrey Rd., Shefficid 8
COMING EVENTS—
July 19th—Barnsley.
July 26th—Stroud.
Aug. 6th—Cartmel.
Aug. 9th—Eccles.
Aug. 22nd—Blackpool.
IT seems to me that the appeal of the “long-
tails ”’ 1s becoming wider as time goes on.
Fanciers ~will remember - that I ‘mentioned ‘g
week or two ago an inquiry from an Americ:
fancier. This week I ve ‘been delighted to
hear from ‘a mouse fancier in Holland. H
tells me he is a member of the Dutch llous§
end of his letter apologise
~for his English; guite needlessly, by the wa{.
W ‘half 1),

rite his tanguage as we!
Here is his letter in full, as I think it will be
of. general interest: & 1

‘““When you get this letter you’ll not know
from whom it is coming. Now I am a mouse
breeder and a member of the Duich Mouse

Club. I am a breeder of white, black an
spotted mice and I have about 50 at
moment.

“1 want to ask a favour: I would like t@
have a pen-friend in England wno also is &
breeder of mice, a boy or girl of about my own
age—17 years. Is it possible to send me the
address of some English mice breeders?”’ «

Here is a good opportunity for some of ou¥
juvenile members to make an interesting
friend. The address is- Jan Vriens, jun.,
Leenderweg 173, Eindhoven, Nederland, N.-Br.

Here is the second part of Harry Booth's
grand article*on Bx:'?kens:*—

*
IN my first article I said that patience is
essential when breeding Brokens. ‘lhis
applies to all the marked varieties even more
so than with Selfs, Tans or the ticked varie=
ties, although these require that se-called
virtue to no little extent.

For those who want to build up & stud X
suggest they purchase the best Broken buck
they can afford and a pair of the best Pink-
eyed White does. The buck should be of the
colour the breeder prefers. I suggest black,
chiefly because when mated to p.-e.w. does
several colours are almost certain to appear
in the litters. Black, chqcolate and blue ar@
most likely. |

There will then be a variety of colours ta
work on, as both blue and chocolate can bé
mated to black. But, and this “tip” is of
value, let the colour of the buck be black for
at least a couple of generations. When the
young from the original black buck and
p.-e.w. does are about five days old, destroy
all the bucks, allowing all the does to be
reared, unless the number is too great for the
two mothers.

When these young does have been reared
the two p.-.e.w. does can be dispensed withy
they won't be needed again. Any young
p.-e.w. does in these first litters can be reared
and mated to their sire in due time. Oncg
again, destroy all the bucks from this mating,
The marked youngsters from the first litters
can also now be mated to their sire. and again
all the bucks are to be destroyed. I purposely
suggest mating the young p.-e.w. does to their
sire first as I have found these to grow quicker
than their marked sisters, i

Any p.-e.w. youngsters in these second lite
ters must be dispensed with: they are useless
for producing Brokens but are invaluable (if
does) to anyone going in for b.-e.w. L

The marked does from these second litters
should be allowed to get large enough, about
twelve weeks old I find the right age. If one
lags behind it should not be used for breeding.
When these are ready for mating write to the
breeder who supplied your original buck and
ask him for a young black adult buck. The
old buck will be “knocking on.” If, however,
he is still serviceable mate a couple of the
young does with him. At the same time mate
up ka couple of them to the newly acquired
buck. 4

The stud should now be taking shape, with'
anything from five to eight young deoes and
the new buck, together with perhaps the origis
nal buck. All the does used in the second
mating should be discarded; they can serve no
further useful purpose.

The second buck must be of the same strain
as the original with a few clean, well coloured
spots one of which must be a nose spot. It
must be without any markings on the rump.
If this is not possible, the marks should be a#®
light as possible. Any body spots should be
placed well up to the top of the back but not
even anywhere,

When the youngsters from this round arrivey
sort out all the does with the colour undere
neath breaking through to the vent and all
the better if the white comes on top round
the tail root. There may be a buck worth
keeping in this round. If it is just very near
but not quite the thing don’t be tempted: just
put him out of your sight and forget him. It's
time now for a closer inspection of colour and
markings. Evenly marked ear and shoulder
spots “are very bad placings and should be
avoided both in bucks and does. When there
is sufficient stock to be able to pick and choose
the mice with clean cut markings, pure whité
background, end with a good tail, thick at the
root. not kinked, should be selected. ¢

It’s more or less up to the breeder now from
this point whether he succeeds or fails,
have heard it expressed that Brokens are “the
heartbreakers’” of the Fancy. They have never
appeared as such to me, as every litter holds
something of interest. I suppose one gets
used to the fact that ‘ Brokens are just
Brokens” and you never can tell beforehand.

Don’'t breed from mice which have even
shoulder spots, no nose spots, or which are
brindled or poor coloured. Breed together the
best coloured, clean spotted, most uneven
specimens. The spots should be_ as large as
silver threepenny pieces because I find this a
safe margin considering solidarity with size,
No doubt the much talked of ‘‘pea” spots will
come along later with good colour but at first
such spots (if they be“ca'ed spots at all) aré
just open “blurs” and in some cases are slight
“ticks” the like of which I prefer fo leave
the canary breeders. -

(te be continued)





