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FUR AND FEATHER, RABBITS AND RABBIT KEEPING, MARCH 13, 1952. 

CAVY CORNER Conducted by C. V. B. Taylor 

Information 
Chocolate 

Wanted Abo11t 
Abyssinians 

Mouse Sh ow ca lenllar 
March 22nd : DrifieJd. 
April 5th : F ailsworth. 

NATIONAL MOUSE CLUB 
NOTES AND NEWS Club .Mr. Si mpkins 

h s held the reins of 
secxeiary for m a ny 
years and made an 
exceodingly good job 
of it We a il ad
mired his · pain s t..ak.

I APOLOGlSE LO 
m embers !or a ny 

seeming neglect in 
ies.pect ol m a tters 

By C. H. Johnson 
Hon, Secretar y, Highfiel l!, Driffi€ld. 

.sent to m e for publication As ls known , the 
space at our disposal in FuR A1''"D FEATHER is 

A SUFFOLK fanr ie" w'nLes e.s follows : in America to-day . what c~ ., on e expect? 1imite<l. a nd I ha\'e, of cours.e. to deal first 
.ll.. .. Last year 1 m a t ed a white Abyssima.n We h;1:rn cars that do tremendous speeds, with what I consi der ol m ost Importance. 
boar ~ e"""pt LhaL be had a light brown Jet 'planes, attmtic 'bombs, and so on. Members et1n , ho..-eYer, rest assured th a t 

tch on his n ose J \\' 4Ll-J a Tortoise-an d· E\-erywhere one finds peop1e r ushing t o et anything sent to me fO'T publicat:on, or con
White and a Self R ed Ab_yss loia n so.,.·. and somewhere. I ofte.1 wonder why people ~iden><l of >ulficient mterest w-Jl in due 
t h e re<ul t nnt lttt ers were a queer mixtur e of rush so much course be publish ed . This week, I would 
coioUT . I got G olden Agoutis, Red a nd We American cav~ Ian · r s re usu a lly deal with a rn riety of matters which . for 
Wh ites, a nd BJnck a nd Whites. pretty nice JelJows alld we really enjoy ou r reasons herewit h lndieated, have had to be 

.. I bred from those th at were ro etted . a s cz~ies . When we get together "·e Lalk and left o~er. 
ther e were also three .SD')ooths in t he lltters . t alk about our ca\·ies. And ne,·er seem to be T hree championsh ip certificates h-aYe been 

u t Lhey pr oduced very soft-coated Abys- able to talk enough about them. We enjoy av;arded s ince tne begmn ing of tne yea r . 
:;inians. so I -got rid of m ost of them . tb e com,petltion offered at the shows . Large They are : 

.. l kept one sow. as she was well r osened crowds of people turn out t.o yjew the ca\·ies M T. C. Sim pklns of Shipley for hl• Self 
d harsh in co t and a da rk br in dle in wh ere,·er caY.)' shows are held. T h ere Js a Black doe, Belm ont P rincess. for wm s at 

colour, a nd m a ted .her t o a brin d le boar. spirit of competition in every cavy fancier's Calder Valley ( ~ I. !!lso B.I.S ., end at Leeds. 
and sh e h as now fi:Te youngsters near ly a hea rt . under Judges Beckett . \V a.rd , John on and 
mon th <0ld . consistL'lg of tw o smooth blac ks. .'\.s the winners oi. each class R.re chosen . Edmondson. Charli e solo a lot of stock la.!t 
one red \\.bys inia n . . and a p a1T of Chocolates . the crowds and the fanciers become more year, in spHe of -o.ih icb he is still abl e to 
Unfortunately the youn g Chocola te sow is and m ore tense .and excited . EYery person ret ai n his p osi t ion a s our premier speciR.list 
8moot h coat ed. r:5 b: ~~~~i~~diou-~~stsc;is~L ~~~ta~a~'El~~ in Self 13la ckt. 

.. I should much l ike to breed Choco1ate e\'en best ca\-y in show. T ne judges Mr. N. Gregory for b is Dutch buck. Fcur-
Abyss~n ia ns as I ha~e ne\--er seenyny rosetted ei iminate cavy after cavJ . Then . t h ere lawns Lucky Boy. for wins at. Cald:er VaJ le.:v 
cari es at sho"'s o! tnis colour . Will i t be comes the tense m om"1'!t when onl y two (2 1. Airedale •5 1, and B.LS .. under Jud ges. 
pcss:b~e to use this youn g smoot h Chocolate cavies remain . One o! th em i ! to become the W ard. Fitzwater. Coles and Patchett. I have 

w. or is it advisab le t t o breed from best in show ca ,.Y T he judKe b as a big a n idea that .Mr. Gregory has been wait ing 
smoot h -coated Abyssinian bred cavies ?.. decision to make. and h e w11l m-ake it care- a long time for this champion.shi p· certifi-

I have repli ed by Po<t Lo t his fa ncier. tut fully . Finally. the big mom eni arriTes a n d cate, and all h onouT is due i o h im. 
l::; 0~~;,. t~.;,dae~'·e mlght pro•e of interest on e of t h e two ca\'ie< is Juc1ged bP,st ca\' y Dominator of Hollins , a Ch ampagne doe, 

1 h ave at various times in the pa.st used in show and the OITTier is •er:; happy indeed. owned by Mr. and Mrs. Marriott, hru. qua li-
Abys<in ian smooth 

50
,. . and the htLers The other fancier• grin ~nd shake hands fi ed for iLs fifth championship certificate 

. h a,·e contained some "e::y typicRl al l-ronnd ~;~~;;~e ~~:t'i::-e~f1;~eh~s\~?or ~·e7 ~:"i for wins at Alfret.on. Airedale !J i and Shil
Al:>ysslnians. But 1 have al wa i·s made a point good sport. a nd ;:i romises t o hilru;ell l1'at go~, un~er .Judges, ~k.l nn er. Fitzw&ter. 
vr mAting to an Ab)·ssiniao boar t h aL h as next year h is ca\'y will '1e iudged best in b~ es :in r Sim~kms . T le mou se has -also 
excelled both in rosettes and harshness of show. o a w our sts towards its sixth cham
coat. l would neYer for one moment lhlnk Ah, cavies! Where can on~ fiod so much pionshlp, ,.·hJch. e.s Mr . Marriott potn ts out, 
of using a smooth-coated Abyssinian bred joy a nd a.chie,·ement fo r such litUe t roub!e. .roust be som eth) n g of a record. Bow Mr. 
boar for further Ab ·ssiniao breeding. and as the envy a ffords ? :Marr iott has kept t.his m ouse in• condifioil 
h a ve onJ y used a smooth sow "Then I h a ve for SU long. I do o.ot. know . 
been eager to geL a. pa rticular colour field. I h • •'e not as >et had lime to get- out tne 

!~/bgeoo~re= i:~ i~e s~~·e aA~~~~~~nii A ROUND THE CAVY CLUSS ~~~tsbu~1 ht~r~ ?."sti/~~~~t ~~mr~li:a':in i~~ 
"9l<>urs t.hat l t wouJd be a waste of time to ABYSSI N~ AN CA VY CLUB · elud ing Airedale Show on Feb. 9th: C. H. 
experiment wH.b any smooth-coated variety Johnson 52·; A. De.Y 49 ; T_ Fitzwater 45: 
f or colour. " TENUES are r equi red for the Ab,-ssini a n c. and R. Lock.,.·ood 44 ; E. Hil!l{s 36: N . 

By a coincidence. t his week. a H ampshire V Cavy Club's young st;ock and adult Gregory 54 ; R . Esp1ey 26 : Mr . and Mrs. 
fancier send.s me L'1e followin,g letter on the b'.ock shows. I sbould be glad 1f mEmbers M arr iott 24 : J. Watts 23 : Ashley and Kcn 
crosslo~ of cavies. woul d try to interest their local societies. yon 22 ; G . Lumb 20 ; s. Dobson 19 : A. Whi t-

"I have been breeding cavies for resea rch part icular ly in the Midlands ·and South . to .,.·orth 15: J. H ardman 14 ; o . Cole and Son 
Jnii-·poses foT severa l yea.rs n ow. a nd am ong send along their terms for runn in g these ~: ~-·~· .... ~ i~p~~s ~ ~ : ~ ·. ~· -;.~~~rse,,. . l~: 
m y stock I ba ";"e a red Bu tch sow with <: good shows. ;:)l.'t:~J~ u, ;::,. na-wn~ iey 1 Q, ,1 . l.V.l.t:'• Juf ~ . v. 
.addle and stops. but hea vy head mar)!: ings. Arra ngemen ts are well in hand !or the Beckett 8: Coies and Heywood 8 : J. Hustler 

" As I wa s breedj ng for wasters only. I s pring show at Speoborough on April 5th. 8; E. Longbottom 8 : T . Me..,den jn r . 8~ L. 
11'-"ted ner to a wbite boar with a ginger- Eleven classes 'Will be staged and Mr. E . Walker 8 ; W . J. Margan 7 ; J . T unnic1i!l'e 
co,oured Cheek only. I was .sur prised when Beverley will judge. There wi ll be a cba:l- "7; J . K . Palin 6. .,,.. 
the l'tter of four arrived. for it consisted o! len ge cer ti ficate for best Aby sinlan, a nd 5/ - As the result of a spurt on the part of 
11 Self Red sow. two red a nd white boa r 'for best rese rve i'n strnight cl asses. Mr . A. Day, Mr . T . Fitzwater and myself. 
(m.orked a lmost like " zebra crosslng !l and A fur t her dona tion of 10/ - to the sbow Messrs. c . a nd R . L ockwood lost t he lead 
one really decently m " rl<:ed Red Du tch boar. guarantee .,Lun d h as been recei ved from obtained at Brad ford . Mr . F itzwater had 
g ood bead and add le d two stops. al- Mr. R . F armer . a birtbday a.t AJfre!JOn and p:icked up no 
thoul!b th ey are urreven in length. I have I had hoped that the suggestion from the lei.s than 30 points. M-r. E . Higgs also did 
~~~~a;?cbtore~~l~e~s i:,0dru;,~s ~:ekasm1;J~~ a nnual general meeti n g "tnaL Judges be well with 23 poin ts. This. of course. was 

asked to pay m ore a ttention to l!a t backs·· not unexpected, fo.r local mice a lwa.vs have 
are excellent 1n spite ol " very small white would have brought forwa-rd some comment .a pull Jn condlti on on their cousins that 
gpeck on· one ear. Wben he is a bit o lder I fr om our members. but no. we ell sit Light. have to tra·vel b_y rail: once mor.e empha.s.is
.g '1 11 cross him with .h ' mo.t:be-r in the hopes lhlnki.n,g some other person 1'11J do it. and ing the lmportaoce of conditi on . lit Airedale. 
~a;.J ~~~_.!0 time , ret together a stud then complain about the Jack of cavy ne.,.·s Mr. N. Gregory had his birthd2v and 

My obserrntion . on th i<_ are that. much in J~~ !:~~~hope th.at someone will r1'e to te~:;~ w1~s Pg;~i'- e,;;_b!~s .M;he G:!~~~~~~ 
w_1ll dep"'1d on ho\\' the whire boar Wl~h the · the bai t. I will sUck m y neck out and say claim a champi onshlp . Mr. A. Day also <lid 
l?'ln.!!°er cheek on lv ha~ been bred . He may that I think that !lat bn.cks and bad •h""" w.e.ll with Z2 polnts. 
h '1 \'P llern bred frnm_ Dutch .. but he may be (typel go together . Breeders are all so' bm By Yirtne of the rule w.hereb.v a judge 
~;,. Ti,;~~~s:cf'!.s~hi~~~r~.' ~ h1:,e isoo~~~ putt ing rosettes _in the right IJlaces .. and .scores a proportion of the points gained at 
Dutch bred. then m~ eor.re>pond ent m ust feelmg su re th at ii rosettes are right. ndges previous shows. Mr. T. Fitzwater kept wen 
not build his hopes too h im 00 irettlnJ? a must _be, that they forget s~pe. I ! eel sure up the tab1e. I would at thls point. clarify 
good percen tage of t_v pica l Dutch-marked tnat l f we keep our Abysstnums cobbJ'. .ind the r ule appert ain ing to Judges. for it was 
p i2'S ror a few generat;ons. for I a m con- .shor .t In back, we_ sha.U be on the way to omltted ln th e Tecent ano-0uocement ;wjt.h 
yjnced · be will come across a few set-backs puttmg the baek ndge right. "'~~a.rd t o 'the compet ition . In order that .a 
and disappointments. and most likely wm Don·t m.J stake me wh.en I say "cobby a nd '.Judge m ay fultll a Judgipg .engagement 
hnve 'iome surp:rjses d'uring hls bree<lio 2 short backed." I do not mea n small. W e without a.Jfec ting his position in the compe
ooe-rat:ions . H owever . T wl sh him the best want a hefty pig. alm~t as deep thToug-h tition. he- is a \\1a.rded a proportion ..on 1s,~er
flf luck and shall be p:1 a d to hear o! h is the shoulder as be is Jon g . Th!~ ma~ be -.n .aJ?e of the points gained at pr£v!ou.s sho..-s. 
p roo:""51i. but personaUy I wonld swzeest that -exaggeration . but rea<ler.s w1111'now what rm T hm. 11 a Judge at. sa..v. the tixth show 
a oU.:cker s nd better ws v of buildin" up a getting at. has an aggrega te total of 30 points, he wHL 
~t>1d would be to start w i th pure-bTed !outida- Look at t h e smooth Self . N ot all of Jor the e\•ent lo question. be awarded six 
tlon sbock f rom a reltablf' brreder. althou~h them by any means but the b st and you points. or In othe r woTds. a d ivision of SO 
hem P"..,tl.in"!1 ci·nerttahienl!a:"ht. e"°sume stfusn. by exper j- are getting n earer. ·. b v fi ve. To explajn further. Lli.e judge a t 

• g . . gge . L ook at a good .shire hor~. a great hefty the pre\'lous fi v• sho,., has averaged si x 
C•v queri es are welcomed . but please don. t an.ima' really bla but by no mearu Jona ,poio.t-s. and Uris. tb erefor.e. is the amount 

fortret that stamn i! '8 """]Y by post JS " e• - ere<tite<l to him for the -current eYent. for. 
requested.- C. v. B T AYLOR . No. I think il we watcl1 &bape for a i t is assumed thet his aYerage would ha ,·e 

CA VIES IN AMERICA 
By J ack Ba ll 

THE San G abriel Co''Y B reeders' Associa
tion . in Calilornla. bad a b ig Chrisbruls 

p art] and caV}" sbow. A ha11 was r ented 
R.nd ear~h member brou2ht s.ome articles of 
f rod An 1nter-'C!ub ca \'y sbow was held. 
There we:re c1asses for th~ berl caY_y o1 each 
cavlary. and a cla 1or the worst cavy of 
earh caviary. A cavy bu:rer ~RS on hand at 
1-11e show and the -worst cnvles were. sold to 
t he lm7er. The m oney from the e sales 
helped to pa_v for the expenses o r rent in!< 
t he hall. L ater. a dtnner was he' d. and 
JJresents were .e.xclra:rured among th e mem
bers. All the member who atten;led the 
party will long remem ber i t. 

In m 7 last article of · • C aYies in Amer ica.'"' 
I t old readers that we AmLricaos are a blt 
Im pat ient and lazy wben it comes t o breed-
1.ng cavies. :But, with the wa y t hings are 

!'enson or two we sh all reap the beneflt. been maintai ned.. Wh en t.b e .rule wag in~ 
Now. pick up your bricks a nd throw , or u 1gur ated. Jt wa& felt that. without come 
better still your pen s a nd write! er1'll.!l e.nent ol this kind. jud 2es. espec.ially 

PO'ints Shows Li!rt those .. in the running." might .h'B<e been 
April 5th.. Spen borough (-challenge certi fi- inclined to dodge a lll<lFing en211;gement. 

The rule ls fair and eau.itabl~ end. accord-
cate ). in<: to Mr. P ercy Ashl ey. in kPepln,g with 

Ma.Y 17th. O tley trosette1 . ·..,bJ!t has been <lone in Competi tions of a 
J une 5th. Chester (rosette).-J . P egler. 17, slln.ilar character. I luirn gone to s<>me 

Stansfield Road. Fa ilswortl1. Manchester. pa.iru: to explain the rule so Lhat no 
m.isun<l eratanding wrn -ensue. 

YORKSHIRE CAVY CLUB 

THE Yorkshlre Cavy Club will bold lts 
young a t ock show at Spen borough. 

Cleckheatoo, on AprU 5th, w.hen lt w ill 
entertain the Abysslnlan Cavy Club·s 
spring show. J udges for the Yorkshire Ca,-y 
Club wtll be:-Selfs. Mr. C. J . Wilson; 
A-goutis and marl<ed wtriet les. Mr . J . Jenki n 
son : Y.C.C. members ' clMSes. Mr. li 
Craven : and :Abyssin1an C.C . class-es. Mr. E. 
Beverle:;r.--C. Henderson . hon. sec. pro tern., 
16, George S treet, C leckheaton. 

Jn a subsecruent i$>Sue of Pua .'IND 
'F'£u1n:R . I shall publlsh the Te&ult of the 
Oompetition Jnclud in" N.E .M.C . Show. Feb . 
23rd and Ca lder Valley. M a rch !st. Accord
ing to reports I beve receh•ed. wr can eXJ)rct 
$ome cbanlft's 1n position. for Mr. and Mrs . 
'Marr iott did well at Sh ildoo fN .E.M..C. 1 a nd 
M essrs. C . Rnd R . Lockwood dld .,.·en ... t 
Calder V11.lley: obtain ing at th e Tespecttve 
shows. best mouse . 

I.t ls with n:gret that r hJ>ve to record 
the resignation of Mr . C . Simptins from 
th e >ecretaryshlp of the Airedal e Mouse 

ing a nd t.horough manner. hn ch eery 
smile a nd his words of wek ome. Che-He, 
as secretary, \\•l1 be sadly missed. b ut 
I have nat the sligh~est doubt t hat his 
in teresl in t11e a ffa irs of the Ai1·eda.!e Mouse 
Club 11;l! be as st"ong as e\-er. Mx. A. D«y 
o! Ke; !1 .ey h as stepped mto the breach . n<l 
I call upon the Aireda :e m1'I!lbers lo ra:ly 
r ound h im aoa e>CteDd Lhe Utmost h elp a nd 
co-oper a t ion . T lrnnks a lot, Charlie, for 
whe t you ha\~ done. and you, Arthu-r. l or 
wh a l rou a-re 1!bout lo do. 

R ead!'rs will r ecollect the fund "'h ich was 
s tarted la.s t 'Yea r for Old Age PEnsioners 
V1.'bO were un able t.o keep up tbeir N .M .C 
subscr1pt1ous. I have a suin in hand of 
£ 1 17s . 60. Will any members wh o know 
of desernng cases please let me 'know? 

I ha d e le tt er from Mr . Walter Coles the 
ot heT day t o say th a t arrangem en't.s for 'the 
Su mmer Cup Sh ow, at Barllile.v on J uly 
19t h , aTe m a king satisfactory progre s. 
There will be no less tha n 40 cl ass . 
Furth er a nn ouncement later. 

I am hap py to say t hat th e N.M.C. 
11 F ill th e Ga p " Show I p r oposed to hold 
a t Driffield 0 11 March 22nd is now fixed 
u p an d I am 10-oki n g f orward to a deluge 
of en t ries. As I said bct or.e, th is is a 
s how arra nged by th e N.M..£, to r your 
benefit. It is, therefore , YO UR show, and 
u o to you to make it a complete success. 
Rem em be.r th a t 1 if we make a p r-ofit, ri t 
will .all co.me back to you in one for m o.r 
another . See t he Mouse Co lu mn of last 
week 's " Fu r a nd Feat her 11 for prelimfJ1 -
arv Jl"rticul a rs. Specially note that 
-entries must be sen t to m e at H1ighfield. 
Dr iffi cld .and that the closm;: date is 
Ma rch 17th . It is. t h e-refore, n ecessa ry t o 
Post ent nies th is weekend . T h.,nks a lot, 
f anciers. 

WAR ·TIME SHOWS 
DOLLO\VING some correspondence con
r oerning the late wa r-time shO\l'S . I 
..-oulu say yes. lt Is true that ..-hen lhe 
"President· " - shows ended I imme d ia.te1y 
star ted a serJes of shows lmown a s 
"N. M. C. " sh ows. T h ese shows were 
similar lo lhe " Presiden t 's" Shows . .nd 
c.o-ntinued for the remain der of the w.a.r and 
for some ime afterwards. ending only when 
a majorjty of members expressed a v·ew 
thaL tbe type. of show was no lon~er 
needed. 

"'!so I feel I ought to say that <the 
.. N .M .C. " shows. t oo , were a. fi.nancifil 
success to the ben efi t of the N.M.C. ! They, 
too. sen•ed s useful purpose and helped to 
keep lb mouse !lag ll yin g_-A. C. JUDE. 

SOWER BY BRIDGE 
Calder Valley Mouse Show 

C..lder Va lley Mouse C:ub held its sllo"' at 
Sowerb!' Bridge on March 1st. A t.ota l entr y 
o! ~c5 was a splend:d elfort !or 30 c bt,;ses. 
T here 11.·a-s a o excellent atte.n.dance from R..11 
parts with a good contin gen t from ol'er the 
" border," Lanc•shlre. r had to p:ass a few 
in the ei,ght ..-eeks class.es as tbey ,...,. too 
d"''eloped.-P -". ." 

Mr . P . Ashley's Cl asses 
BLACK.-TAN , 12: I Watts , speci.n] best 

T a°' good Lop. spl endid deptb of ta°' only 
f.a ult feet; 2 Moorse. good but lost size and 
b ea d ; 3 D obson. good all round as first two 
but thin in coat on bell y; r D 'l.Y . 'CHOC. DR 
·TAN.- 9: 1 Esplev, easy win. only fau lt feet ; 
2 Longbottom. not as g<>od either t op or tan; 
3 D ay, !a iJs tal l , head a nd ear.s; r Long
bottom. BLACK OR CHOO. TAN: 8 >VKS •• 
16: l D ay. choc.. good tao and top. little 
pa~e i n undercoat: 2 Moorse. black. no.t as 
good Lan. laUs ea.rs: 3. r Espley. b2.eck . close 
up, not M good !eet. A .O.V. TAN. 6: l.. r 
J onnson. cham .. sp:endi<l tan . good ta.'J R.n d 
bead. li tt:e thin be!ly coat. snade on dark 
side: 2 Day. cham .. on dar.k 'Eide. fails ta n 
round • en't: 3 Si:npkins. not as good bead 
and I.op. b>t rough. 8 WKS., 8: l. 2 Ba int.on, 
l st best T an and t op: 2 loses tao : 3 Simpkins, 
t.oo dark bop: r Espoey. Not a great c1 ss. 
CH.ALL .. 22: I Watt.s.: 2 Moorse : 3 Doboon; 
r Longbottom. T h e finst, second and thi rd 
v;ere all placed t,ho.t way ln adult black and 
tan classes_ They stood out from the ot:her 
colours. DUTCH.-15: splend:<l class : J 
Gregory. good cheeks. •adle and eut. s llght 
cllp betv;een saddle and cut. m y oomina.t!on 
for best in sh-0w. lost on a_rbi tration . . won eup 
class: 2 H.._mpsoo . close. not .as good saddle, 
and dr~ one cheek; 3 Dobson. good 011£, 
..00.dle litt~ e tar b ack: r Yeadon . 8 WKS_ H: 
1 Menor. choc .. good e.11 round onl y !er 
cheek>; runnlng u nder jaws. only just 1l"-Ot. 
through on age; 2 H a.r!lman. good b!>iclt 
b:l.bY. real ly too y-0un.g to exhibit. will beRt 
win ner when ready: 3 G ree-ory, bl.Jtek. loses 
stops : r S teel. EVEN. B·ROKEH OR VAR.-

~?e~ll p~a':'J_e. cl6~~t.:~i~cksp1:~~~ o~~. 6 .!',;'! 
Son , va r .. €:1)la15hed not btind!ed , on t h t> 

(Continued on p a ge 180) 
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Breed of the Week 
PICEON CLUB NEWS NAT. ~OUSE CLUB NOTES 

SURREY COLUMBARIAN SOCIETY (Continued from page 177) 

AFRICAN OWLS 
THE monthly meeting and spow of the 

Surrey Columba rian Society was held on 
March 5th at the Prince of Wales Hotel, 
Guildford, when the president, Mr. Arthur 
Allum, presided. supported by vice-presidents 
w. B. McCombe and John L. Sears and 30 
members. 

right track: 3 COie, var., long way behind, 
too much like a brindle, not splashes ; r 
Keers . 8 WKS., 8: I Cole and Sons, repeat 
of the adult; 2 only better under, here was a 
real attempt to be splashed underneath as 
well as the top ; 2 Whltworth, 7-spot black 
broken; 3 Ha rdm an, var., not as well 
splashea as winne r ; r no name. MAR KED 
CHALL., 22: 1 Gregory: 2 Moorse; 3 Cole; r 
Dobson.-PERCY ASHLEY, Judge. 

By R. 

I N inviting me to send him a !ew com
ments on the African Owl, the Editor has 

suggested that I might say something about 
the way I interpret the standard of the ideal 
African. 

Well, I don't suppose my views differ to 
any material extent from those held by 
other breeders and exhibitors, and I really 
can find little to add to the very clear inter
pretation m ade by Mr. Watmough, which 
appe<1rs on page nine of the club's year book 

Those who were responsible for drawing 
up the club standard and allocating the 
number of points to each property were. to 
my mind, very lucid in their m od e or expres
sion and h ave left little, if any, margin for 
mis understanding. 

I would like, however, to refer briefly to 
the !act that, whereas one often hears it 
said that the Africa n is essentially a small 
p igeon. the same commentators fail to add 
that the African is essentially a round 
sk u ll ed pigeon, with a short thick beak! A 
reference to the standard will bea r this out, 
as does our bea utiful drawing of the club' s 
ideal. 

In my opinion, where some Judges go wrong 
Is th a t once they find a bird possessing a 
small body and great width immediately 
behind the wattle, they look for little else. 
Too often, such birds have no sharp rise 
from olf the wattle and are almost flat 
above the eye. and lack fullness of cheeks 
bel ow t he beak line. 

Looked at "face on." they present a !rog
like appearance, and by no stretch of 
imagination do they possess "a bold and 
regular arch from front and side view," as 
the standard demands . 

Likewise, a bird with a thin or "shelly" 
beak should be sharply penalised when com
peting against others blessed with one o! the 
short and thick type. 

However, it's a case o! "other men, other 
minds." That veteran authority on the 
African , Mr. Al! Robinson, said In a Jetter 
to me recently, "I! the cards were not 
shuffled about a bit there would not be 'many 
shows." Fanciers soon tire of entering birds 
that never touch the money. 

The entry or 163 birds at the club show on 

8. FAIR 
Dec. 1st must be considered a great achieve
ment, and surely provides evidence that the 
African is again on the upgrade. Nothing 
gives me greater pleasure than to look up 
the records of bygone days and recall the 
many happy incidents associated with the 
shows that are long since past. It was, 
therefore, with much interest that I dis
covered how close we had come in 1951 to 
the entry o! the last pre-war club show, 
held a t Alexandra Palace in November. 1938. 
On that occasion there were 173 entries in 
the 19 classes standing (two were cancelled ) . 
and at our recent event we had 163 entries 
in 21 classes. 

When one considers our present-day d iffi
culties-the scarcity and high cost of corn, 
heavy transit charges. etc .-I think there a re 
solid grounds for satisfaction, but much re
mains to be accomplished in a ll the colours 
other than the ever-popular dun . The latter 
colour accounted for rather over 25 per 
cent. of the total entry at the recent club 
show, whereas whites led the field for num
bers in 1938. 

Going back still further, we find that so 
numerous were whites and blacks that both 
these colours were provided with yearling as 
well as adult and young classes, and the 
premier specials almost invariably went to 
a white or a black. What has happened 
before m ay occur again and there is no 
reason why the duns should be perpetually 
'

1 top dogs. " 
There are few varieties offering the same 

opportunities for development to the enter
prising fancier as exist in AfrJcan Owls 
today. 

I cannot conclude these few observations 
without referring to the high honour achieved 
by our patron. Mr. M. C. J . Sparrow. In 
winning the medal for the best young pigeon 
at the recent Dairy show with his 1951 dun 
cock-a bird of great merit a nd thoroughly 
deserving the many cards which decorated 
his pen. Coming so soon after the award 
of the Jones Trophy for best adult pigeon . 
to one of my own African exhibits, it is 
clear evidence that our variety is right In 
the !ront rank of high-class fancy pigeons. 

There were 60 entries penned which were 
Judged by Mr . Anum. Mr. McCombe and ~1r . 
A. Anscombe. Stronge t sections were Arch
angels and Nuns. 

·The next meeting and show w!ll be held 
on April 2nd-all varieties. 

Results at the show were: ARCHANGELS.
C. : I, 3, spl. Nicholas . 2 Pope ; r P innock. 
HEN : I , 2. 3, spl. Harvey: r Pope. NUN.--0.: 
i, sp l. Pope; 2. 3 Fitness ; r CObbett. HEN : 
l. spl. Pope: 2 Cobbett: 3 Fitness: r Nicholas. 
A.0 .V. FANCY.- ! . 2. 3, spl. Luck; r Harvey. 
RACING HOMER.-C. : 1, 2, spl. Cook and 
son; 3, r Smith. HEN: I , 2, spl. c ook and 
Son; 3. r Smith. 100 MILES: I Cook and 
Son; 2 Herbert: 3 Sta mp. A.V. JUVENILE : 
1, 2, 3 Purdie: r Bailey.-CHARLES H. 
POPE, hon secretary and t reasurer. 

GENU INE HOMER CLUB 

THE A.G .M of the Genuine Homer Club 
was held ·on March 1st a t the Grosvenor 

Hotel, Ma ncheste r. T~e president, Mr. S . 
McLachlan, presided There was only 
a moderate attendance. A letter or 
apology for non-attendance was read from 
Mr. Rackstraw. The hon. secretary gave b is 
annual report and financia·l statement. and 
reported a better year . 

Election of officers: Mr. E. A. Brooksbank, 
hon. sec. and treasu rer; Mr. E . Pearson, 
president: Mr. W. Taylor, vice-president; 
1952 N.P.A r epresentative, Mr. W. J . 
Empson . 

Correspond ence: The action taken by the 
secretary in regard to all the letters read 
wa.s unanimously approved. 

I t was decided that the club would give 
support and guarantee classes at the Dairy, 
Birmi ngham and Bradford, and to offer the 
usual specials at Al trincham and Bingley. 
The club judges would officiate at these 
shows. 
. The hon. secretary was requested to com
mun icate with other secretaries to tr y to 
arrange terms ·ror holding the club show 
this year, and it was left to Mr. Brooksbank 
to make the best arrangem en ts he could. 

New members: J . G. Wolstenholme. Filey; 
A. G ilbertson, Bingley; and P. Leah, Tod
morden. 

PIGEON POST Votes of thanks were extended to the 
retiring president. Mr. S. McLachlan. and 
to the hon. secretary !or work carr ied out 
during the past year. 

WHODUNIT? 

CAN any of your reader• offer a solutl. on 
and a remedy? Six weeks ago three 

small doves were killed in a loft 24ft. x 
12ft. (wire netting tin.). They were so com
pletely eaten that only a very few feathers 
were le!t. The heads were gone; and in 
! act all that r emained were the feet and 
the breastbone, which was picked so clean 
as to look transparent. At the back of this 
loft there are 3ft. x 6ft. breeding compart
m ents with tin. wire. Three days a!ter the 
first three were killed, two more met the 
same fate. 

I removed all the doves except two pairs, 
which I put in a 6!t. pen. While I was lll 
in bed, the sm allest pair of these doves was 
killed a nd eaten and only a few feathers 
left. Toe other pair-Burmese- were perhaps 
double the size and were not interfered with, 
nor were pigeons In the same loft. 

In another loft, separate and away from 
where the doves were killed. I had 12 pairs 
of Muffed Tumblers on eggs ; these were due 
to batch. Recently I found hal f an' egg
shell. and I thought some had hatched. I 
had a careful look and foun d every egg In 
every nest had been eaten, and In one n ight. 
Ali that remained was eggshell In small 
p ieces. and it could be plainly seen that 
these e~gs had contained young birds due 
to hatch. The loft Is ratproor. with Un . 
m esh wire In fro n t . In 63 years such a 
thing has never happened to me before. 

I now put a cat in each night. I have 
three cats and they will sit beside pigeons 
on the nest a nd never touch them or the 
d oves. but should a sparrow get in then it 
Is quite a different story. In a case like this. 
one .lust doesn't know what to do as a pre
vention and a. cure. My own ·idea- stoat or 
weasel. A. G . COWLEY. 

Tt!E DAYS OF £100 P"GEONS 

I READ with interest Mr. J. Rose's letter 
on the English Owl, "Why so !ew 

r ecr uits?" 
It appears ! rom what he writes, the 

English Owls do not requ ire a stud of 
feeders . I agree. You can hand-rear them 
from birth to m aturity if you are enthusi
astic enough. 

In the days of Mr. Watmongh, senior , Mr. 
Forrest, Sir Prince Smith, and in T urb lts 
such successful breeders as Lobb. Widger and 
Branham . there were not th e diversions fr om 
the pigeon Fa ncy there are to-day. You m ust 
h ave pigeons In your blood today to keep 
them at the expense or corn-65/ - cwt . A 
Dairy winner rarely cha nges hands n ow 
o ver £ 20 . In the old days, when corn of 
t h e best quality cost 10/ - cwt., birds were 
sold and claimed at s l>ows for £ 100 . 

Mr. Br a nham told me he built a row of 

houses in Barnstaple on the profits or his 
Turbits. It ls called "Turbit Avenue" tod ay. 

Determination is wha t is wanted, and 
these varieties would again come back .
C T RUSCOTT. 

IDEAL EXHIBITION HOMER 

AS a breeder of Exhibi tion Homers
probably one of the oldest-long before 

the breed was called 11 Exhibition H omer." I 
think It would be to th e general good of the 
breed If this m atter of an ideal could be 
agreed on, and so gather ail breeders into 
one fold . 

T here ls. not the slightest doubt that the 
so-caned modern type wins most or the 
highest" honours . I prefer this type. and I 
don't like to think I 've been breed ing back
wards for fo r ty or m ore years. I do at least 
cla-l m to have bred a !ew o! the modern 
type , wh ich have more tlian held their own 
In the show pen . 

Our f riend. R. Allan , says ther e Is only 
one Ideal, or standard, and that ls the one 
! onowed by the most successful breeders. 
G ran ted, the most successful ones are those 
breedi ng t h e m odern type-see this last 
season 's r eports of the classics and other 
shows . Is this the one we mean? 

Many years a.go there was much corre. 
spondence on this ma tter of Ideals, there 
were at tha·t ti me three ideals, but l!ttle 
progress was made In reaching" a solution. I 
think the time Is now more favourabl e. 

Let us hea r from other breeders, and if 
they a re Interested I am prepared to give 
them my views on why I prefer the modern 
type. T. H. WILLIAMS . 

PIGMY POUTERS 

I T HINK Mr. Hale and I are a.t cross 
purposes. The standard of the Plgmy 

Pouter !s all right: it emphasis globe and 
action in two long paragraphs. These two 
points have been sadly neglected In the past. 
and I wished to m ake the poin t that the 
globe and act ion ·a r e just as important as 
any other-more so at the present ti me. 

It used to be an easy matter to breed 
c•ops-much easier than sllm, higb
shouldered. fine-bone, typy birds, so the 
latter points were concentrated on, until, 
after a time, it was rou nd t hat the globe 
was nearly lost. and it hn·s not been so easy 

EDGAR A. BROOKSBANK, hon. sec. 

J. WOODHEAD 
BUYS THE CLEEBERG TURBITS 

W E hear that the entire stud or 'l'urbits 
owned by the late Charles Cleeberg 

bas passed into the hands of Mr. J ohn Wood
head. o! Thongs!.lrldge, Huddersfield , thus 
adding yet another string to t h is fancier's 
huge conection or Fancy breeds. Turblts 
seem. at long last. to be looking up a bit, 
and a broader interest developing in this 
grand old variety Recent recruits include: 
Mr . A. Anderson . of Moffat, and Mr. D. G. 
McLaren, of Longniddry, East Lothian . It is 
also reported that Mr. E. Bottomley ls 
ret urning In force to his old love. so entries 
at the 1952 shows should be on the upgrade . 

COOINCS 
FROM Mr. R . P . Van der Mark , of 

Honand . we ha1·e received some in
formation concern ing the silhouette of a 
p igeon under the heading " Behind the Iron 
Curtain," in our issue of January 10th. He 
writes :-

" You wondered what the vig nette which 
was used by me actually mea nt. l chose 
the vignette for reasons of purely artis tic 
appreciation. I recently used it on the 
catalogue of the 18th National Show of 
Pigeons and Rabbits at Amersfoart. It also 
appears on the writing paper and envelopes 
o! the Fancy Pigeon Clu b of Amersfoort . It 
is used only as a token of the pigeon F ancy 
in general. and has noibing at all to do 
with any politics !" 

We are pleased to note from the Middle
sex Columbarian Society's balance sheet 
tha-~ this old societ y is in a healthy position. 
It has a cash balance of £164 4s. 3d .. and 
total assets or £225 12s. lld. The young 
stock show of 1L51 was a success , and a ll 
expenses in connection with it have been 
cleared. The club's pa•tron is Mr. A. E. Wells. 
its president Mr. Newton R. Steel. hon. 
treasurer Mr . R. AzeYedo, and hon. secretary 
Mr. W. S. P reston . 182. T he Ridgew ay North 
H arrow, Middlesex. 

to br ing it back again. · 
I am glad to say t h at this was realised in FORTHCOl'y'llNG SHOWS 

time and el'Corts are gradually brin ging th l\_ . 
globe back, so that t h e presen t P lgmy P outer- MR. J . C. HIU (Hin an d P ayne!, of Stour-
ls aga.\n becoming a bird as represen ted by bridge. will judge pigeons at Bath and 
the s tandard . West, Nottingham . May 28th; and at the 

After all , a pigeon t h at can't blow a crop R oyal Welsh, Caernarvon. J uly 25th .. 
n\ay be a P igmy, but is certain ly not a P igeons will ~e cater ed ! or at the 
Pouter. H. Y. MANSFIELD. FHersham annual show, on N~v . 15t h. 

Mr. J. T unn icliffe's Classes 
CIN., AGOUTI, SILVER·GREY.-AD., 18: 

l Lockwood. good In every detail, went on . to 
win be t in show. a cin. doe with sparkle, 
credit to breeder; 2 Sowerby, Agouti doe, up 
against it here. good eye and condition; 3 
Kenett , sil.-Grey doe, dark shade, well 
t icked: r J . Watts. 8 WKS., 16: I H iggs, cin . 
doe, lovely type, ex. cond.; 2 Cooper, Agouti 
doe, fail; very slightly under to winner: 3, r 
Lockwood both cins., close but 3rd richer; 
Pen 374 g"ood bright Agouti but had touch of 
scours or would have scored. A.0 .V., 14: l 
Whitworth. Chin .. black, good top !J.nd best 
under, merits win; 2 Lumb, sable doe, darlc 
and shading to ora nge : 3 Carr. Black Fox 
buck, good , rather nervy; r Johnson: Pena 
384 and 389 absent. 8 WKS., 12: l Marsden, 
Chin. buck. good coat for youngster and good 
under, won juv. clas.s: 2 Kay . Fox buck, good 
type, only failed under to winner; 3 r 
Forbes, two lovely Sables , r ich shade. one 
slight n ose spot. A.O. V. CHALL .. 26: I Lock
wood; 2 Sanderson; 3 Kellett ; r Watts. 
JUV .. 23: Well done Juv ., some real good 
stuff here and took some sorting out; I 
Marsden, Chin. buck. won own class, con
grats.; 2 Mitchell, Cham. doe, good type an d 
in ex. condition: 3 Kay, Fox doe, stood out 
for type and cond .; r Harr is. DOE, 18: I 
Robinson and Hesketh; Cham., lovely type, 
ears and tail excellent. a bit lighte r would 
suit: 2 Patchett . P .E.W .. good colour, Io.st on 
type; 3 J ohnson; r Simpkins. STUD BUCK, 
24: 1 Moorse; 2 Johnson: 3 Gregory; r Watts. 
GRAND CHALL .. 40: I Lockw ood: 2 Gregory; 
3 Longbottom: r Simpkins. 8 WKS.: I Flet
cher: 2 Walker: 3 Simpkins; r Mello r . CUP 
CLASS: N. Gregory. BEST IN SHOW: C. and 
R. Lockwood. also best A.0.V. BEST SELF: 
E. Longbottom. BEST TAN: J . Watts. BEST 
MARKED: N. Gregory. BEST JUV.: T . D. 
Marsden. A good show in every way. Thanks 
to my stewards , Mr . F. Bottomley and Mr. 
G. Greenwood and the man who works so 
bard for the C.V.M.C. and the mouse Fancy 
in general. our secretary, J. Wormald, and 
helpers .-JACK TUNNIOLIFFE. 

Mr. L. Marriott 's Cl asses 
This was my first visit to Sowerby Bridge 

t o be one of the jud ges for the show, and I 
received a Yery warm welcome from the 
secretary, J . Wormald and his committee. 
There was some good quality stock on view. 
Jack had everything ready for an early 
sta rt and the man agement was of the usual 
high standard the F ancy expects and , in this 
case. gets. at every show run by this Society. 
I took the Self classes and had two very 
e fficient stewards in Messrs. Simpkins and 
Lumb. 

WHITE.-15: I. 2 Patchett. these two were 
wen away · for purity of colour. with good 
size and type; 3 Downs, good size and type, 
beaten purity of colour; r Lockwood : good 
class. 8 WKS ., 11: I F letcher, a little gem, 
genuine youngster. best colour, lovely type, 
went on to win young challenge sel! and 
young grand challenge under all three 
judges: 2. 3 Lockwood . both good , lovely 
type. beaten colour ; r Joh nson. BLACK OR 
BLUE.-14: 1 S impkins. black, lovely colour 
and feet. might be larger; 2 Johnson . black, , 
equaJ except depth of colour; 3 Ha rris, 
black. good colour and !eet, fa ll s type; r 
Harrison . 8 WKS .. 11: .I Johnson. black. good 
colour and feet , wins; 2 Simpkins. black, 
equal to the winner, bea ten development: 3, 
r Day, b!ack. beaten finish. CHAMPAGNE 
.OR FAWN.-15: I, Sp. best Self . Longbottom, 
champagne. lovely shade of colour, my nomi
na t ion for best mouse . m ight be a shade bet
ter in cond ition. this was a good win for the 
Calder Val ley Presiden t : 2 Robinson and 
Hesketh. better finish than the winner. shade 
too dark for me, looks like the Bradford 
2nd ; 3 Ma rsden ,, good, !ails a little in type 
and shade too dark in colour . th is was a 
good class. 8 WKS ., 10: I Wa lker, very 
good cham .. lovely type, still a shade t oo 
dark for me. but wins easily in this com
pany; 2 A. Day, cham .. beaten colour, st!ll 
good; 3 Downs. cham .. too dark in colou r ; r 
Watts . A.0.C. SELF AD. , 14: Six Creams !n 
t h is class; 1 T ind le, this was a real cream 
and not a dirty looking wh ite, wonderful 
size and type: 2 Johnson. good self silver. 
good size and type. good shade or colour; 3 
Ke1ly, red. small but still good; r Horne; 
good class. 8 WKS .. 4: Poor class In numbera 
and quality : I Ha rris; 2 Johnson ; 3 Long
bottom. CHALL SELF, 27: I Longbottom; 2 
Patchett : 3 S impkins: r Johnson. 8 WKS. , 
16: I Fletcher·: 2 Walker ; 3 S impkins: r 
Lockwood.-LEONARD MARRIOTT. 

Chippenham D.F.A. will hold its sum mer 
show on June 21st. Will any specialist sho1f 
club secreta ry who would like to hold h i• 
show In con junction please write to M• . 
G. F. Billet. hon. secretary, 11, Rowden Rd., 
Chippenham, Wilts. ? 




