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NAT. MOUSE CLUB NOTES AND NEWS 

FILL THE GAP" SHOWS 
SECRETARY'S PLAN FOR KEEPING A 

SEQUENCE OF EXHIBITIONS 
By c. H. JOH NSON, hon . sec., Highfield, 

Drilli e ld . 
MOUSE SHOW CALENDAR 

March 22nd-Dri ffield 
April 5th- Failsworth. 

I DO n ot kn ow what 01 her r ... eople think, 
but I think we cou!d do wit h more mouse 

shows. Just imagine. t here is not a solitary 
mouse show in between Ca lder Valley on 
Ma r ch lst, a nd Pailsworth on April 5th a 
gap of five weeks. This intieed is fa r too 
long. Mice do not last a lon g time, and an 
eight weeks " fl yer " m ay, in a period of 
fi ve weeks, h ave passed forward t o the 
adult stage and, therefore, be denied a 
chance of showing its paces in a n under 
eight weeks class. We have also to con
sider the mouse wi th fc.ur first prizes to 
its credit and, therefore. onl y wa ntin g one 
more for a championship. An ythin g m ay 
happen in fi ve weeks a nd a mouse m ay go 
" r ight off,., whereas just a notrer show 
m ay bring a coveted ch. certificate into the 
hands of a n an xious fan cier. Apart from 
tl1e foregoi.ng. we want to keep ou r mice 
active a nd on the ·· go.,. v..re do n ot want 
to keep them at home. Shows are the li[e
blood of a Fancy a nd without them fan
ciers tend to lose interest and go s t agnant. 
Pive weeks of inact ivity, and our mice eat
ing their heads off wi thout a show. It is 
too ridiculous for words. 

I contend the mouse Fancy can a t present 
stand a show a week. and this must be 
t he aim from now on. Definitely we should 
n ot have to wait more t h a n two weeks for 
a show. How can such a plan be accom
plished, I can hear members ask? B y a 
series of shows sponsored lby the N.M.C. of 
a s imilar character .to those which I ra n 
durin g the war The shows to wh1ch I 
refer are, of course, the war-time presi
dent ·s shows. Without a n y ego, I think i t 
can safel y be said that the president's 
shows were a great boon to the mouse 
F ancy during those trying days, and, did 
much t owa rd keeping the mouse ft ag fl ying. 

Our older members will remember the 
shows in questi on , o.nd for the benefit of our 
newer m embers. I would briefly expla1n 
how they functioned. First, I caHed for 
sub-secretaries who wou ld briefly ex piain 
a show. Between us. we fixed a date and a 
show was advertised. T he sub-secretary 
then got busy finding a suitable sbowroom 
a nd fix ing up his judges. 

I . in the mea n time. will have purchased 
t he necessary show stationery and this in 
good time will be sent on to the sub-secre
t a ry. The show stationery is purchased- in 
bu!k, say. twe1ve or fifteen lots. made u p 
into parcels sufficient for on e show. B y 
t his method. t he full benefit of quan tity 
buying is obtained. 

As the day of the show grows nearer. an 
advertisemen t is inserted in PuR AND 
F EATHER. Referen ce to the show is made in 
m y club n otes. T he sub-secretary receives 
the entries. organises the event. pays the 
prize money a nd prepares a balan ce sheet. 
A report is then subm itted to me, together 
with a copy of the balance sheet a nd what 
m oney there is in hand. From the money 
in hand, I pay for the show secretary and 
advertisement ; putting th e remai nder, if 
any. t o the funds of the N.M.C. If by any 

. chance there is a loss. the N .M .C . win, of 
course, be responsible for sa me. 

I agree that the scheme herewith p ro
posed does not as yet have the npprornl o! 
t h e comm ittee. but I shall put t h e matter 
before them a t the next meet.ing, which will 
be peld at Rotherham on April 19th. In 
the mea ntime. I sh all make myself respon
sibl e for the cost o f t h e shows . I a m 
in clined to think that the scheme will meet 
with the unanimous approval of the com
m ittee and members, for, when all is said 
and done. we sha11 in this way disemburse 
club fund s in an admir able manner. I do 
not, however. anticipate that th e club will 
!be called upon to mak e :JP any real 
deficiency. for let it be rem embered thnt, at 
the war-time president·s shows, I m ade a 
profit of a lma. t £ 30. which was, at t he 
en d o f the series. handed orer to the 
N.M.C. for general distribu tion . If. ttlere
!ore. by m y scheme. I eat up some club 
fund s. it can be said tha•. J a m only using 
m oney wl1ich I myself pu t there. 

The response of members to the wa r
t ime presid ent·s shows was wonderf ul. I 
shall expect th e sa me response on this 
oecasion , for a re they n ot our shows? It is, 
therefore. up t o us t o patronise them . We 
m ust see they are a success in all senses 
of the word . 

SUMMA RISED: Some worthy member 
does the wor l< a nd the N.M C., if necessary, 
find the mon ey. 

The shows will be called .. F'ill-the-Oap " 
shows. I propose about twenty-four open 
c las~es wittl six duplic(lJ,,s, making thirty 

in all, with two judges. The judges will be 
kept as local as possirol e in order to save 
expense, and t hey will be expected to give 
their services free of r·h a rge for t he good 
of the cause. Pnze money will generally be 
6/ -, 4/ - , 2/ -, 1/ -, with add itional prize mon ey 
for the gr a nd challenge c asses. This. as 
yet, has not been decided upon . .Classe·s of 
less t han seven entries will. in accordance 
with c!ub rule. be am algam aLed. but not 
with class.es of more ~han eight entries. 
Ap a rt from the aforementioned amalgama
t ions, prize m oney will be guaranteed. The 
shows will count in the cash points compe
tition . Donations and specia1s will be 
s pecially welcomed. 

To suit t h e action to fhe deed. and set 
an exa mple. I will run the first ·· fill-the
gap" show on Sa tu rday. March 22nd. at 
Driffield. I m ay have t o get someone to 
assist me with the en t ries and prize money . 
but t hat Is by the way. A .. fi ll-the-ga p·· 
show will definitely be held at Driffield on 
March 22nd . and m embers can be getting 
ready to Jet me have a bu m per entry . 

Everything a t present is sketchy and hur
ried. but later on we shall settl e down to 
routine. I shall have a lis t of members 
willing to run a sh ow a nd . as I see a gap, 
or gaps, I sh al l. as it m ay be. fill them in 
We can, by this method. then have a con
t inuity of sh ows from one end of tbe year 
to the other Ollr sub.secretar ies need not. 
of course. be individuals only . The shows 
can be run by a local mou se club. I know 
that our local mouse clubs have a set 
schedule. but possibly to !Ill a gap t h ey can 
run another event. 

With th i.s advice. will members who would 
be will ing to help m ' with m y plan p lea "e 
let me h ave their names? I shall be \lery 
grateful indeed, and thank the.m in ant ici
pation . 

W inners at Shi ldon 
(North-East ern Mouse Club Show) 

. North-Eastern Mouse Clu b held its show a t 
Shildon on Feb. 23rd. Tot.al en t ries were 
460. Mr. Peter Scot.t (secreta ry) got. us away 
to a good start. and all the stock was fed 
and on tbe way home by 4.30 p.m . M._any 
thank~ to Mr. a.n.d l\tlrs.. Moorse for a pleasan t 
weekend spent witb them at West Auckl a nd. 
Also m y thanks to Mr. Ma wson nd Mr. Wil
son . my stewards. 

SELF.- WHITE. 14 : 1 J~hnson , big doe, 
11ood colour : 2 Ski nner, good doe. cl ose up, 
beaten fini sh; 3 Wyatt. new name, good 
effort. 8 WKS .. 13: 1, 2 Downs . bot h easy 
~inners ; 3 Skinner. black eye. beaten colour. 
BLACK. 11 : 1 Ha rr ison , buck . good under 
nnd cond ition ; 2 Evans. buck . beaten fin ish: 
3 E. Day . beaten size and under. 8 WKR . 10: 
l Moorse, only young but extra good colour; 
2 Baldwin , doe. very good closeup: 3 E. 
I.Ja y. buck. well up to ag·e. will improve. 
CH AM. OR F'AWN. 16: 1 Ma rriott. ch a in .. 
excellent co11dition. win s best in t-how: 2 
Longbottom . very good . up against it: 3 
Marsden, well done Ter ry I a moni t.he cracks L 
8 WKS., }0: l A. Day. typy doe, a bit dark ; 
2 Walk er, close up. m ay win next time out ; 
3 Watts. fawn. bea ten under. A.O.C .. 15 : 1 
Moorse, cream buck. goo1 win: 2 Watts. red, 
ver y good. a bit sm all; 3 Butterfield and Son. 
choc., best under seen for a long t ime . 8 
WKS., 13: l Watts: blue, good colour . clear 
win; 2, 3 Moorse. both creams, will be h eard 
of again. CH AM., SILVER OR TAN.- 15 : 1 
Ma rriott, cba m .. good win : 2 A . D ay. cham., 
beaten top a nd t• n : 3 Ash ley a nd Kenyon, 
cham ., da rk top, good t an. STUD BUCK. 24 : 
1 E vans. good self black , fi t for any stud; 
2 A. Day. b lack and t.an . very close up ; 3 
M.oorse, crea m . little to choose ( three good 
m ice l. JUVENILE. 17 : 1 Low. a really good 
ox. will win open classes: 2 l\larsden. cham .. 
another good one. close : 3 Harris. se.lf black. 
moulty face held it back. GRAN D CHALL .. 
45: l Ma rriott. a rea l point get ter: 2 F'oulcs. 
agouti , very good. up against it; 3 Moorse. 
crea m . close to 2nd. 8 WKS .. 48 : l Wa tts. 
blue. very good win : 2 No n a me : 3 A. Day. 
~elf cham . Specla ls.-Best in show: Mr. and 
Mrs. Marriot. N .M .C. Specials.- Best Sert . 
best Tan. Ma rriott : best Marked . Dobson: 
best A.0 .V .. J ohnson.-C. SIMPKINS 

Mr. T . Keers' Classe5 
Quality was good generally . but one or 

two varieties require improvement . Thanks 
to my admirabl e stewards, Mr. Bellerby and 
Mrs. Cooper . 

TAN.-A.C .. 14: l Moor se; 2 Ashley •nd 
K enyon: 3 R idley. 8 WKS., 12: l Moorse : 2 
Ashl ey and K enyon: 3 Longbottom. DUTCH . 
- 14: l Scott: 2 Butterfie ld and Son: 3 Gre
gory . EVEN OR C ROKEN.- A.A .. 14 : l Dob
son: 2 Skinner: 3 Garwood. AGOUTl .-13: 1 
F'oulds : 2 H iggs: 3 Butt.erfi eld and Sou. 8 
WKS., 8 : l Cooper : 2 Sower by : 3 Watts. 
A.0 .V .. 19 : 1 J ohnson: 2 Low: 3 Lum b. 8 
WKS., 12 : l R id ley: 2 Carr : 3 Marsden. DOE. 
22: 1 Marriott: 2 F'oulds: 3 Moorse. N.E.M .C. 
MEMS .. 30: l Moorse : 2 Cooper ; 3 Moorse. 
PRESENTATION. 34: I Mnrriott : 2 F oulds. 
3 Moorse. Best Marked , Dobsr.n; best 11 .0 .v .. 
Jobnson .- T . KBERS . 

" 1 HA VE v1sited .seve-
ra l ca vy s h o w s 

durin g the past t wo 
years, " writes Mr. S . J . 
Jones, .. a n d have fo l
owed w i th _particu!ar 

interest the a wards in 
H imalaya ns. as I was at 

c 
Conducted by 
V . B. TAYLOq, 

soon as possible.-Gordon 
C. Tremeer. !ti, T h e 
Crescent , Bude. OJrnwall. 

16, Bu ile Hill Drive, 
Salford , 5 . 

SOUTHER N CAVY CLU B 

'VE~~~~~s to nt~~ 
one t~me a prominent 
exhibitor in this .variet.Y. an d fu ay ·return 
to the fold ' in the near future. 

•· To me it appears that breeders and 
judges h ave different views as to what is 
requ ired in t he ideal H imala ya n. These 
differences of opinjon on the various valu€s 
of the allotted poin t s in the show st andard 
of ; t h e darkies · has m ade me wonder at 
times if judges a re placing the pigs accord
ing to their own pa rti cula r ideas. SomP 
j ud~es will not tolerate a Himalayan that 
is not pure in body colour. no matter how 
dense the markings m ay be. Others go 
· the whole hog · fo r den '1 t y of nose, feet 
and ea rs. irre.spect1Ye of a smoky or duty 
yellow body colour. Surely thi~ is aD 
wrong." 

While agreeing w ith my r orrespondent "!'
remaJ·ks to a certain extent, m:; own 
op inion is tha t not e!'ough points arP 
allowed !or the pu rity of the body colour. 
I consider that t.he white is one of the 
greatest assets of the Himalayan. whereas. 
that yellow tinge detracts from the lovely 
conirast. 

At the same time I do not want to convey 
the in1pression th a t a Himalayan with a 
white body colour a nd pal e markings should 
head the class But it should be reason .ibiy 
p ure whi te. combi nea with density of points. 
with a well-shaped body and hP.ad. T hese 
two points ha\le shown wonderfu l improve
ment in recent years. 

If we breed for density o! ma rkin gs alonP 
i t wiH oQJy lead to cte't erior ation in what 
is otherwise a lO \'ely Ya r iety. I am fu lly 
convinced t.bat no loY er of th e Bimalaya!l 
wa.ntS them appro.achin g· the se: f bla.c>;: or 

Si~m~soert~7k bra~ici~~l~~~·tes . .. I h a ve a reQ 
D utch sow which had a litter of ft.Ye , and 
all went well t il1 the youngsters were about 
ix weeks old. Then one Cny I saw two of 

them dart round and round the hutch as 
t hough they "·e re terribly afraid. They 
suddenly rolled oYer on t hei r sides, and one 
died immediately The othe1 ·Lame rou nd · 
in about a couple of minutes. a nd started 
ea ting wlth the others. But Lhe next d ay 
two more jumped around and both died. 
Can :;ou suggest t-he cause of th.is ::;Udden 
illness?" 

It appears to me that death wa~ due to 
a fit or convul loll which r.i ay l13ve been 
caused t.hrough sudden fri gh t . or the 
cavies m ay have been too closely in-bred. 
T h e feeding mentioned by my correspondent 
is on t he usual lines. and could hardly have 
accounted for t h ese happenings . -

In reply to Mr. F. J. Campion. young 
ca vie:; should be sex separated when not 
more than five weeks old. It is not sa fe to 
leave boars and sows together after thi s 
age, for young toars are often Yery 
precocious. and cases are not uncommon 
where the dam has pr ored in kmdle ngam 
by leaving a young boar with her too. long. 
Young sows, may. of course. be left with 
their m other for a longer period if neces. 
sary. 

AROUND TH E CLUBS 
P.ERUVIAN CAVY CLUB 

[ 
HOPE that all m embers will have had 
their ballot. papErs. P lease use your \"Otes 

and return your papers t o Mr. C. Wilson , 
secretarJ of the En glish Sel f Cavy Club . 
who ha offered t o art a") scruthrner for u:; . 

I! the club is going to stage the youn ~ 
s tock and adult stock shows together t his 
year, t he questi on is : which month ? It 
mustn 't be too late beca use of the young 
stock show section. so I &hal1 put down. 
sever.al mont hs on the b!}llot paper. Pl ea.SP 
1·0!.t! !or the m onth you think will be best 
to hol d the show. The months which 
receive most most will tbe show mont hs , 
pro\•ided u,;e can get some society to s tage it. 

I was sorry t o bea r fr om Mr F'ield whose 
son J o'1n owr.ed treble cha mpion Viol et 
Elizabeth, that th ey had had to give up all 
their s tock. This is sad. as we can ill 
a lford to lose s uch a good member . T here 
a re till a few members who haven't paid 
their 1952 subscriptions. and we st ill want 
more new members.- Miss M . Castlema n 
B rown , hon . sec . a nd t reas.. T h e Del l. 
Oth n.m , near Maidst on e 

SOUTH WEST OF ENGLAN D CAVY CLUB 

T HE -special for best cavy exh iJlted by a 
member who join the \Vest of England 

C avy Cluh f or the first time a t Cullom pto') 
show was won by Mr. V. Bennett. 

The club 'i:; book~ haYe been audited- a nd 
o n behalf of the club I h ave sent letters t o 
Messrs. Hocking and T aylor thankin g them 
for their services 

A club special of 2 '6 for >best cavy a nd 
two certificates of merit . have been of!ereCl 
f or Coalville show on April f.th . T h e judge 
will be Mr . G . R . Lodge, a nd Ptize m on ey 
l 0/- , 6/ -. 3/ - I gu a r a n t eed I. 

Many m ore n ew members are required . I 
sha! i""be pleased to r ec t ive suhscript ion• as 

Han ts-; nd 
su~sex . 

Sc utbern Cavy C: ub, Mr. 
M a rt in. Cb .ch e~ter. 

Master French. H ayward6 Heath, 

I wa!! pleased to see several exhih!ts from 
t he sout h win at the Bradford Clrnmp!on
shjp sh ow. Among them were Mrs. E~wnrd's 
Doublr Ch. H illcr est White P c ppv a nd M'ss 
Castleman Brown's two Peru\•ian. Bctb 
the~e exhib:tors won their Nnt iona l Cnvy 
Club breed t--oph;es O ther promin en t 
winne:s wrre Mr . Gilberts Abyssinian. Mr. 
'I'remeer ·s Golden Agouti. and Mr . Treven1"s 
youn g B ei'].1-'. Congratulalicn<.t to ~be abc e 
member s and also to the follow!ng mem
bers. wh'll wt::re well to the fore st th :<\ grea t 
clas le· Mrssrs. B:lling. Hustler. Lawrence 
and Mr Matthel\·s with a mu ch adm ~r.c d 
Seif R ed . A double ch ampionship certifi
cate h2 · befn Awarded to Mrs. Elward's Ch . 
Hillcrest White Poppy for win at Strond 

BlakeL 'West M a lling (Bareh nm 1. S uthern 
CaYy Clu b A.S.S. IR a deglia l. R e<'h :ll 
1Arm s •. Bradford National Cavy Clu b 
A.S,S. I Elk ' ngton I. 

Mr. Wright has been gr anted a rhampi~n
sh ip certificate fo r h is Tortoise rind White 
AtJvc;s' n ian for wins at Will e'sden l Armes l , 
H er tford 1Armesl. Wickford (Bl nkcl . Enlo 
tLo-wrencel. Enlo !Bl a ke ). 

Certifica tes offered at show$ hn Ye b en 
won as follo,·s . Western Champ:onship 
Show b~st Self. Mr Trevea l ; bes t member's 
Non-Self. Mr. T remeer. Medwa-y T owns. best 

dul t , Mi:-~ Castleman Brown: best ycung, 
:t.irs. E~ward_ D;ploma best c-::1vy at the 
Saflron Walden table show was awarded to 
Mnst r Brooks 

Will members p:ease not.e Mr . Saunder .. 
che. nge of address to Hu t 2. Wh' t bridge 
Comp. Wfybridge. }.ddles ton e. Surrey. . 
Sub~cript!on 5 - per year. partn ersh ~ ps 

8 -. juven il es.. under 16 years 2/ G per year. 
-Mb-s Rc degl !a , Hon. Sec. and T rea ur€r, 
'i . Dorking Road. Ep'i.otn. SurT"'Y· Tel.: 
E.psom 9203 . 

DU RH AM AND NORTHUM BERLAN D 
CAVY CLUB 

r]'"' HE' Dur ham and Northumberlan d Cavy 
l__ c :ub will hold its you ng stock &how a t 

Chester-!e-Srreet fDurhR.m County 1. on Aug. 
2nd, with W. Vickers as jud ge. Tile adui t 
stock show wi 1 be at Shi!don on Sept.. 27th , 
with Joe Ridley a judge. I hope t hn t all 
cavv i anciers wil l gh1e the e judges. who a re 
bre€d er· judge..s . record en tries. 

T he club·s financial posit ion is good. A 
hearty invitation is ext ended to all c-:niy 
fanciers in ou r countie who are not mem
bers· t o join at once . Subscr!ptions are 5/ -, 
joint me:nber~h i p 8 - per year. 

Offi cials for 1952 are: P resident. Mr J. 
Appleby. Vice-president. Mr. W. P '. pe . 
Comm ittee : Joe Rid ley, Jack R id:ey. J. 
Smith. G . Lnne R G raha.m . W. Vickers, W. 
Sowerby. P . W hart0n . Jud ges: J . Appleby, 
w. Denn ing \V . Vickers, W. P ipe. Joe R'.dJey, 
R . G raham. Judges: Y .S.S. , W . Vickers; 
A.S .S .. Jo R id:ey. 

r regret th e delay in public• t ion of th ese 
notes wh ich has been due t-0 the rerurrence 
of an old compla int which a lso kept me away 
from Bradford show.- W. T . Din ning , sec. & 
treas. , 39, Albert Road. Consett. 

YORKSHIRE CA VY CLUB 
l\ lrR. c. J. WILSON will judge Self cla8"CS 
.ll .l. M_r . J . Jenkinson Agou tis and marked 
varieties. and Mr. H . Craven t h e Y .C.C. 
members :ind Mrs. Yates Memorial dass~s, 
at; th e Yorkshire Cavy Club show on April 
5th . T h ere will be 39 cl asses in the full 
clas ificat10n, an d several specials hnve al
r eady been promised. Among them a re JO / 
Pach best self adul t . best young S•lf a nd 
best intermediate Self. by Mr . R . Tetlow: 5/ 
best in show by Mr. H . Craven : 2 6 best 
adult Agout i, 2/ 6 _best youug Agouti. b.\' Mr. 
G. R . Lodge: a silver s poon to tlJe w:nner 
ln each Him alaya n class bY Mr . D. R . Cri.t.cb-

;e;_: b~~-t ~56 ~du~~J~lf5~~1be~~·~ -~.in gu~~~,: 
.fi ve m on ths in Y.C.C. mem bers' classes by 
Mr. A. Robinson : 2 6 each second best in 
each of the above four classes b y Mr. H . 
Wa terhouse 10 - to thir'.I in Mrs . Yates' 
Mem orial class ti y M.r. B . Waterhouse and 
MI. H Cra ven: one Yorks. Cavy Club rosette 
in each of the Y.C.C. members · classes. The 
Spald ing Trophy. a s il ver spoon to com
m emorate win. for best H imalayan by Mr. 
and Mrs. '~'yborn for N.H .C.C. members. 

Will fanciers wh o would like t.o offer fur
ther specials drop me a line? Any received 
w ill be acknowledged t hrough these notes. 
No schedules will be printed !or this sh w, 
but full c lassi fica t ion will be publish ed in 
t.h e adve rtisement columns of F U R 11N• 
FF,.nlEH . -

I have received the Abyssini an r l<H;s1fica
t.ion from Mr. Pe){ler fo r the Aby ssin ian Cavy 
Club's spr ing show to be run in con junction 
w!th our sh w. This comprises 11 classe~ 
and will a lso b e a points show. A challenge 

(Con tinued on page Jfj5) 




