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DRAWS WIDE-SPREAD

ATTENTICN TO SCOTTISH FANCY

OR three days last week, Scotland demon-
strated its strength in small-stock keep-
ing. In the Kelvin Hall, Glasgow, on Nov. 7th,
8th and 9th, was held a show of rabbits,
cavies, mice, hamsters, pigeons and cage birds,
which was attended by thousands of in-
terested people from many parts of the coun-
iry. Kelvin Hall is the finest exhibition venue
in Britain. It covers four acres, and for
illumination and comfort is unrivalled.

The show refliected the position of small-
stock keeping in Scotland. Summarising, one
may say that Scottish rabbit keeping is
steadily going ahead, that h s and
mice are a definite attraction, but that
Scottish cavy keeping requires some good
team work at the present time,

Prominent features of the exhibition were
the very attractive propaganda displays. The
Glasgow Rabbit Club had a particularly fine
stand of rabbit-fur products, ineluding slippers,
gloves, capes, mittens, mufls, toys, fur bags,
scarves, ties, Angora wool, efc. The fur
articles were made from the pelts of Chins.,
Havanas, New Zealand Reds, Silver Fox, Blue
Beyeren, Ermine-rex, Sable-rex, English, Lilac-
rex, and Black-rex. A good display of rabbit
pelts also was on view. One of the features
which appealed particularly to the ladies were
gloves cut out ready to be made up, and for
which patterns could be obtained from the
stand. Some very attractive toys were on view
made from the pelts of Dutch rabbits,

This club has a very enthusiastic ladies’
section, and it was due to their efforts that
this stand was such an attractive affair.
different members of the ladies’ section were
in attendance at the stand on each day. Not
only have these members of the fair sex
mastered the art of pelting and making up
their rabbit-skins into garments, elc., hut
they have learnt the handicrafts associated
w'nm rabbit fur work, such as leather-work,
ete.

Another atiractive stand of fur garments,
ete., was that of Messrs. D. Fairfoul and Son.
Mr, Fairfoul is a B.R.C. adviser, and in this
capacity did much useful work at the show.
Mr. Fairfoul's firm are fur glove makers. From
very small beginnings—one Belgian Hare kept
in a bedroom—they have developed into com-
mercial rabbit keepers. The garments on this
stand were mostly white gloves, though among
the larger articles were a Whiterex coat,
Sable-rex cape, Silver Fox cape, a Chin-rex
tie, and an attractive set of Marten Sable
cross-over tie and gloves. One wrap which was
particularly pleasing was made from * pulled ™

inchilla. Pulled Chinchilla pelts were oiten
used to imitate reai Chinchiila in the days
before the Chin-rex rabbit came on the scene,
This particular wrap, Mr.
on view at stands organised twenty years ago,
and its quality and condition is still mar-

vellous,

Mr. H. Brentnall, seedsman, Leek, Stafls,,
had a splendid display of seeds foy the grow-
ing of crops to supply the rabbitr§ with food
all the year round.

Mr. Brentnall is now well known to fan-
ciers through his advertisement in * Fur and
Feather.” He recorded that through this
medium over 5,000 rabbit breeders have
bought seeds to grow their own green foods.
Displays of hamsters and mice, not for com-

petition, were the centre of attraction for the
public. On the Saturday afternoon a queue of
visitors of about thirty yards long was con-
tinuously paissing t;lon’g l;is section.

The next big event in Scotland will be the
Bellshill Fur Club show, to-morrow, Nov. 16th.
This event will be fully reported in a subse-
quent issue.

South-Western

I HAD a good day at Burnham, where
plenty of entries kept secretary Withers
busy (and quiet) all day. At lunchtime there
was a discussion on. rabbit ‘blows.” Why
do they pick such a time to discuss diseases?
The majority (that is Miss Rickards and
myself were positive that it is a form of

mdlfestlon; the minority (George Fray)
wouldn’t agree, and wouldn’t give way to the
said majority. Our friend, Mr. H. D. H

Dowle, won B.IS. with a lovely Sable-rex.
Oh;rlle Dwayne also picked up another twe
cups.
Exeter provided the West with another big
show of 1,240 entries. I notice that almost
every show now advertises itself as the
“biggest in the West.” 1If they can beat
that total of rabbit entries only. then they
are entitled to the laurels.
Unfortunately our show sec., Miss P.
Kendall, was taken ill on the morning of the
show, and was unable to put in an appear-
ance, but we managed to get over that some-
how, at least we think we did. Our show
attracted entries from as far away as Darling-
ton (what a sport Robt. Wheadon is), and
visitors from Nottingham, from whence Mr.
and Mrs. Harvey came to win B.IS. with
a beautiful Havana-rex. (Personally, I thought
that it was the right colour, but the wrong
coat.) Mr. J. Trickett, also of Nottingham,
won best fancy breed with.an English. There
must be some good rabbits round that way.
found another show where rabbits are
well looked after—Totnes, where I saw the
stock fed three times on lovely washed-clean
carrots whilst I was there. I understand that
secretary Drennan saw that all stock that
had n:;rivec overnight had beén well fed when
3

nned.

Bert. Dunn telsl me he has lost his best blue
buck, the best for several years. It came
home from a show very ‘“dicky” and soon
passed out. Hard luck, Bert.

have received a letter from Mr. John
Bherborne. He is still taking things very
Ez:euy. and cutting.correspondence to a bare

—

um, but hopes to meet all his rabbit
ends again in due time,

. Falrfoul said, was h

I thank my many friends among the
Havana fraternity, who supported our Exeter
show so well. I notice that Walter Davis
is asking for suppor for Havana classes. Well,
we had it at Exeter—101 entries in six classes
tincluding 16 in the members' classes).

George Hockin, the Camborne Dutch
breeder, tells me that several shows are being
arranged in Cornwall this autumn, and I
ask all rabbit breeders, in the South-West
barticularly, to give them all the support
that they can. Cornishmen always lcok after
their animals, and you may be assured that
stock sent to Cornwall will be well fed. most
probably wilth some of that luscious green
food that you would like to give your own
stock, but cannot obtain locally. = Make a
note of these dates: Bugle, Nov. 7th; Bodmin,
Nov. 13th: Penzance, Nov. 228d and 23rd;
Redruth, Nov. 30th: St, Columb, Dec. Tth;
Indian Queens, Dec, 14th; Truro, Dec. 21st.

. HAMMOND,

AGENDA FOR ENGLISH
CLUB'S A.C.M

D Y notes this week constitute
__maiter in connection with the forti-
coming Annual Siock Show and Annual
General Meeting of the National English R.C.

Ycu will by now have received your schedule
for the above event and I hope you will
support to the best of your ability and give
the judges a real job of work to do and at
the same time make this show an outstand-
ing event. Unfortunately Mr. Townsend feels
unfit to travel and consequently we are a
judge short. If. however, the entry is felt
to be too large for the three judges appointed
our president will nominate a successor in
place of Mr. Townsend.

The Annual General Meeting will take place
on the Friday evening and it is hoped that
as many members as are able will attend.
The agenda is:—

largely

1. President’'s opening remarks,

2. Secretary’'s Report.

3. Minutes of the last meeting
Extraordinary General Meeting
Burton-on-Trent.

4. Proposition by Mr. Geo. Bates.'“That in
the Ideal Standard of an English Rabbit the
number of body spots (chain and haunch
marking) shall be specified.”

5. Mr. H. Worboys proposes {a) That all
correspondence between the N.E.R.C, secre-
tary angd the British Rabbit Council relative
to the complaint considered and debated upon
at the last A.G.M. at Middlesbrough be pro-
duced; (b) That the N.ER.C. Secretary be
cailed upon to explain his negleet in the
matter and his failure to fulfil his under-
taking given at the last A.G.M.; (c) That
the whole of the recent.y published rules be
regarded as null and voia as not being in
accordance with the club’s constitution as
now appears in the 1946 book of Rules: id)
That any ballot for the 1947 officers of the
clukb, if it precedes this year's A.G.M. at
Chesterfield, shall be invalid; (e) That no
member of the executive of the club shall
be eligible if such member holds any official
position in the British Rabbit Couneil, hono-
rary or otherwise: (f) That any affiliation
fees that may have been paid to the B.R.C.
for the year 1946 be considered unauthorised
and be refunded by the persons using any
of the club’'s funds for such purpose in the
face of the Middlesbrough decisions: (g) That
a statement be forthccming and proof pro-
duced under what rules, if any, the last
Y.S.8. at Burton-on-Trent was held.

6. Mr. T. Williams proposes: That in future
Club Judges shall be elected by members in
their own areas.

This completes the agenda.

am pleased to report that we have

mace arrangements to cohtain enamelled
membershia hadges fer the coming year,
which are of a very tasteful design, with
blue enamel outer ring with the National
English Rabbit Ciub printed thereon In
white, and with an English rabbit 2s a
centre piece. The price of these badges
will be 2/- each pest paid and may be obh-
tained with either a stud (for fixing into
a huttonhoie) or with Bbroech aitachment.
The year 1947 will also see medals for best
in show awards, (hese will follow the
design mentioned above and have appro-
priate wording on the hack. As conditions
hecome more norma! it is hoped to he abie
again to offer the silver spoons as in pre-
war years. A SANDERSON.

and the
held at

CAVY CORNER

WINNERS OF N.C.C. CHAMPIONSHIP

CERTIFICATES

NGRATULATIONS to the following, who

have fulfilled the conditions required and
ave been gran certificates by the Nat.
Cavy Club. A double championship has been
awarded to . F. Hulme, 22, Walton Read,
Altrincham, Cheshire, for the following wins
for his Red Abyssinian boar, Ch. Red Beck:
Altrincham, Failsworth, National Cavy Club
Cup Show (Grimsby), South Bradford, York-
shire C.C., Midland C.C.. Failsworth. Otey,
Bradford ch. show (Leeds), N.C.C. aduilt stock
show (Leeds), under Messrs. Stanley, Green-
lees, Elkington, Hustler, Sharp and Steven-
son., A double ch, cert. has been awarded to
Mr W. F. Smuth, Hillerest Caviary, 67, Hebers,
Middleton, Manchester, for his Tortoiseshell
and White ch. sow, Hillerest Queen, for the
following wins: Ibstock, Wibsey, Eccles,
Blackpoo!, and Altrincham, under Messrs. P.
Bruford-Kelly. E. Brooke, W. H. Greenlees,
G. W. Mallinson and R. J. Metcalf. A ch.
cert. has been awarded to Mr. A. B. Hantons,
197 Edenfield Road, Passmonds, Rochdale. for
his Abys. sow, Ch. Danehurst Rosetta, for the
following wins: Bradford ch. show (Leeds).
Y.C.C. show (Wibsey, on May 4th), Yorkshire
C.C. show (Wibsey, on July 20th), Altrincham
Aby. C.S., N.CC. Ad. S8, (Leeds), under
Messrs. Greenlees, Sharp and Brooke. A cham-
pionship certificate has also been awarded to
Mr. W. Dawson, 18, Sixth Street, Crookhali,
Consett,” Durham. for his red Dutch boar, Ch.
Red Success, for the following awards: Tow
Law, Durham County, Stanhope, Chester-le-
Street, under Messrs, Sexton, Calvert and
Waller. A further certificate has been awarded
to Mr. N. Orange, South Parade, Thorpe Lane,
Middleton Leeds, 10, for his Cream Sow,
Narville Princess, for the following awards:
Shildon, RBingley, Stokesley, Grimsby and
Lunesdale, under Messrs. Kent, Harrison,
Sharp and Calvert. A certifieate -has been
awarded to Mr. J. Platt, Cote Green P.P.
Farm, Marple Bridge, near Stockport, for his
chocolate sow, Longdendale Lass, for the
following wins, Failsworth, E.S.C.C. Wibsey,

Otley, Silsden N.C.C., A.S.S. (Leeds), under
Messt's. ‘Tipper, Tordoff and Baxter.—R.
Waller, sec, and treas., 31 Church Street.

Shildon, Co. Durham.

Northern No-tail Notes

UNDERLAND fanciers will hold an open
L) pen show on December 7th. Cavies will
be well catered for. There will be about 20
guaranteed classes for cavies. Mr. Norman
Orange will judge, and I hope fanciers will
give good support. This is the first time
cavies have been given such a good classifi-
cation at Sunderland. I am in full charge of
the section. The show is to be held in the
Co-operative Hall, Green Street, only two
minutes from Sunderland Station, and close
to ’bus station. Full classification is to be
gdgertised in FurR AND FEATHER at an early
ate.

Mr. Frazer sec. of Castletown F.S. is to
run an open pen show_ at Castletown, near
Sunderland, on Boxing Day. OCavies will have
a good classification, with specials, Mr. W.
Reeve, Blaydon-on-Tyne, will judge cavies and
Silver rabbits. Mr., Bert, Smith. Middles-
brough, will judge all other rabbit classes.
There will be an announcemeént in FUrR AND
FEATHER later,

MEET YOUR FRIENDS IN
THE CAVY WORLD

A List of Forthcoming Shows

(WITH DATES OF ENTRIES CLOCSING
IN PARENTHESES)

November 16th Nov. 22nd and 23rd
York Ebor Penzance
Norton and Malten November 23rd
(Nov. 9th) | Millem (Nov. 18th)

Plymouth (Nov. 9th) Frosterley (Nov. 16th)
Nuneaton Peterborough
Layten . (Nov,_ 16th)
Rochdale November 30th.
Yeadon Inverurie (Nov. 23rd)
Nov. 19th and 20th .Blackburn
Maidstone Ripponden

November 21st Dundee (Nov. 26th)
King’s Lvan

(Nov. 16th)

SEE ALSO ADVERTISEMENTS IN THIS
ISSUE

Many fanciers in Durham County are taking
up cavies as a hobby. Durham County was
aiways a hotbed for cavies, and many noted
winners were bred there. . Whatever. variety
you take up, join the club that caters for the
variety, and enjoy the privileges, given. to  its
members. They will all give you a hearty
welcome. Don't forget the National Cavy
Club, which calers for all varieties.

Mr. W. Reeve, Blaydon, has taken up black
Selfs again, and also intends to have some
Agoutis. He filled many judging engage-
ments before the war, and is taking up
judging appointments again.

1 was _glad to see our old friend, Mr. T. S.
Short, Monkseaton, Northumberland. taking
the red card at Leeds N.€.O. show with-his
cream. May this be the fore-runner of many
more, Mr. Short.—Wm. T. Surtees. Carley Hill
Gardens, Southwick, Sunderland, Co. Durham.

Cavies at Batley
Mr. Elkington's Classes
The entry at this event was spoilt by two
other shows being held two days earlier. No
doubt the other two shows also suffered in

conseguence.
TAN & WHITES, 8: 1, r Metcalfe, old
champion, oft described: 2, 3, hc Mallinson,

lacks white and white rump: 3rd_lacks white
one side and white runs: vhe Hardman: ¢
Reynolds: pen 59 empty. 4 MTHS.: 1 Mallin-
son, well known youngster, white run under,
worst fault; 2 Brooke. lacks white and balance;
3 Metealfe, brindled and banded, spoils nicely
patched pig: r Wilkins, found after class was
judged. CREAM, 4 MTHS.: 1 Thompson, well
worthy of competition, very level and correct
shade; BLACK, B., S A Water-
house, Leeds winner in fresh hands, excels
colour and good head; 2 Overton, close ‘up,
few white -hairs decided position; 3 Foster,
not quite the colour and fails small eyes: r
Plant; four &ood igs and worth better com-
petition, SOW, 4 MTHS., 7: 1, 2 Waterhouse,
wins specials for best cavy in show and res.
to Rex rabbit for best exhibit; 2nd, same
position at Leeds: 3 Brett, notf.quite so rich
under, but a“good pig: r Foster: vhe Ormand;
(Cantinued on page 579) 3

CATS AND CATDOM

HOW TO REMOVE
STAINS ON FUR

TROYDON show was a very enjoyable event.
Miss Hill Shaw, that wonderful ‘‘young™
Jady of 85, Mr. and Mrs. Towe and helpers,
are to be congratulated on a most successfu
cat show. It was a friendly, social meeting—
so many well-known fanciers and friends were
there. Those fanciers who were unable to
come missed a treat.

As so many new fanciers have joined the
Fancy during the war, a few practical tips
will nmot come amiss. -

Supposing you want to give your cat some-
thing—maybe some special kind of food that
it woyld not eat on its own, or some medicine.
The usual procedure is to wrap the animal
in a cloth or towel. Experience, however, has
taught me that, somehow, the cat always
manages to wriggle out, especially if onge
person has to manage all b{ herself. l(os:
cats hate to be given anything by hand.
have made a strong bag, 20 in. by 20 in. by,

A report, by the judges, of-Croydon Cat
Ciub show will appear in next week’s issue

20 in, Washable material is best, and materiak
which will boil is better still. Put the cat
into the bag and fold the open end gemly
around the neck, just leaving the head out.
You can hold the folds together with your
left hand anc open the mouth at the same
time. If you feel like robbing your favourite
frock of its zipper, and_stit g that along
the opening, then you will find you are doing
top-hole! It's worth trying anyway.

Should a cat have soiled itself on the
journey to a show, don't try to wipe it. Take
a fairly wide-toothed comb and comb it out
patiently. When all offending matter has been
removed powder the stained fur, leaving the
powder on. Before penning the animal
vigorously brush out all the powder and all
stains will have disappeared. Before packing
your cat for the journey home give a few
drops of whisky. Pour this into a very tiny
gelatine capsule, as most cats hate the taste
of whisky. Just open the cat’s mouth and
push it gently down. As there is no taste the
cat will not object. A. H. CATTERMOLE.

BLUE NOTES

N kittan losses I have received an interest-
ing letter from Mrs. C. Prince, Derby,
in which she writes: ‘“Your recent article on
‘Kitten losses’ and Dr. Archer's reply, made
some interesting reading, articularly as
during my two ars as a breeder of Blue
Persians I have become more and more ccn-
vinced that quite a number of ‘show’ animals
are not g breeders. The suggested reasom
for this should be accepted, and as it would
seem that the ability to reproduce is one of
the most important factors, surely the tine
is ripe for the Governing Council tp take up
this matter in such a way that we as fanciers
might benefit. It seems to me that at the
moment too much importance is given. to
beauty oniz."”
Mrs. Prince goes on fo sal!“: “Recently I paid
@ visit to Miss Dorothy Clarke at Stourpcrt-
on-Severn. She is the present owner of Mokoid
Fayete, bre¢ by Mrs. Groves, of Ludlow, I
wus pleased to have the opportumt{ of seeing
him, having heard good accounts of him from
time to time. He was in very good form and
1 am looking forward to sending my Oxley’'s
Tansey when next the need s. Tafete’s
daughter, Bayborne Dawn, had five lovely Kkits
by Hendon Blue Robin, and I came home with

the onlg male, Areley Rondo, a 10-week babe,
I am hoping .he will follow in his father's
footsteps.” 4

R.C.T.B.C. AND B.T.

TWO further full champions were maude in
our section at the Croydon Victory show
on Nov, 5th. Miss Fisher's Dandy of Hadley,
that striking brown Tabby, and my red,
Hendon ' Sir Roderi¢. Both cats are home-bred,
Dandy was sired hy The Major ex Tabitha .
of Hadley, and started his winning career at -
the Notts. and Derby C.C. show last Nov., -
when he was reserve best cat in show. I am -
naturally proud of Roderic, for he owns my
Ch. Hendon Lord Chancellor as father. dam -
Ch. Hendon Salata, so comprising both n.v
old red favourites, for Salata was Henden .
Defencant’s daughter.

Croydon was a most pleasant fixture. The ~
spacious hall was bright with new paint and
%ay garlands were stretched across the roof.

iewed from tiers of seats the ensemble
was charming. The lining of white paper-in »
the pens, and the colcured award cards with
their victory si were very effective.

The Neuter classes were surely to be con-
jured with. I neticed a very handsome red
Tabby and a beautiful tortoise lady amongst
them. Everyone was welcomed.

Mrs. Neate's Section Leader delighted her ,
heart by winning a championship. To crown
it all the best cat in the show was a Cream
male, Widdington Warden, owned and bred '
by Mrs. M. L. Sheppard. and sired by Miss '
Pelly’'s Theydon Sunset. Warcden
fellow of a lovely soft shade of crcam, and
was a winning kitten before the war. ~

Miss Hill Shaw, of course, was at the helm,
and she had a valuable asset in the hon.
show manager, Mr. Arthur A. Towe. .

A correspondent inauires “Why, in some
cases does the better strined cat lose in type?”
1 should appreciate replies.
my own theory.

I have asked Mrs. Posbery to send me some
notes on the Red Tabbies in which che was
so prominent hefore
Fraser. Little Primrose. G-dslming Surrev

A Correction 5
N my report on the Siamese show 1 referred
. to Miss Kit Wilson's ‘“dulcet” tones, not
"dlalgecdt;"it tones asl_xt)r;nted.-dl 1‘1’1’"@?&% 9‘\'.
ealis was a mistake and w 3
- CYRIL YEATES,

is a massive .

T cap then give *

the war.—-G Camnbpbell :

¢ —rrewwg
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A TALE ABO

WHY DOES THE APPENDAGE
QUICKLY THAN ITS BODY?

By R. WARD
67, Cnantrey Road, Sheffield 8.

COMING EVENTS
16th and 16th.—Annual London.
30th.—Blackhurn. .
Nov. 30th.—Ripponden (Halifax).
Nov. 30th.—Dundeec.
Dee. 7th.—Fife.
Dec. 7th,—Wolverhampton,
Dec i1th.—Chorley.
Dec. 11th.—King’s Lynn.

[FOLLOWING Jim Busby's notes on the use
] of crosshred does as fosters comes a letter
from Mr Whitworth. He saysi—

- “1 agree with what Jim Busby says about
- trossbred does possibly making better mothers,
but there is another reason why I prefer P.E,
whites,

~ “Every variety I foster has black eyes, and
by using P.E, whites as foster mothers I am
@able to recognise which are which waile still

-
, ip_the nest.’

i This is a very good point, as P.Es and
: B.E.s can be sorfed out almost at hirth.

Mr. Barrett, of the Calder Valley Ciub, asks
me to menticn the show at Rippouden on
Nov. 30th, the advert. for which will appear in

r ¥Fur AnNp FeatHER. It is noped that this
r annual event will develop into a rea'ly good
mouse show with all guaraat-ed classes.

I advise fanciers to get their stock off in
Bood time to shows. In the great majority of
cases the railways do a zrand job of work,

ut there are at times unavoidable delays.
There ig ‘nothing more disappointing than to
open one’s travelling box and find they were
oo iate for judging. T speak feelingly on this
grom reeent personal experience.

By the time these notes appear the annual
event will be well in progress. I do not know
whether Fred Plucknett has reached his
eoveted 1,000 entries. but 1 know he is well on
fthe way.

Mr. Stephens. Truro, brought an unusual
Point up in a recent letter. He wants to know

§ why Asofhea ;x;'ouse gr%w:t hqut.igker than
s ¥s. ab bi e tail is
ke only ba{f the length ©of the body, but by the
: time mouse is six weeks old it is
?&d osgmm}(r’nes tlogger than the body. Well I,

e, d no now wny,
it 65 = but I agree that
De poiit I have noticed is that in cold
Weather you gei a far bigger percentage of
mice the summer.

ividen! has :
’ --,‘.—»—mb“s t‘lfi‘:k? Ig!;eéeve that breaders of ]
rea car:
thgdir )"gﬂungstcrs LgetE c%ﬁ;. T
r. K. Brindle's address is now 752, Whall
New mlh B gwnhiub Biackk:\ll‘gn. n‘x:d noﬁ; :g
ook, ere have b
‘several refer in these notes from tfrf:g
o time on fri-colours. Like many other fan-
at-

ciers I ha 1
C k. vemdmm?am‘t

ave bred
It is only a baby in the nest

unmistakably a tricolour. At the 'mgumfetif
; am keeping my fingers crossed and hoping
or the best. I was getting ready to start
the marked breeders theme song “If tha
head was on this body,” so this fellow turned

as a consolation prize.

I should be glad of comments from red
breeders on Mr. Green's recent remarks parti-
cularly from anyone who has tried the self
Chocolate cross, There is no doubt that the
ehief failing in reds is in type. I have bred
&te a few myself, but have always used
Agouti and Cinnamon cross, %Ihy it
should be only the reds that fail so badly

dn_type is more than I can fathom.

. In many cases where there have been letters
tontaining two, cr sometimes all three varieties
ghe reds have always been the poorest in

e,
Within the next week or so I hope
Btart a series of notes on the genetics of the
mouse, Mr, Hutchings Oxford, who has made
8 study of the scientific side of our hobby,
has kindly consented to write these, and I
know they will be most useful fo our older
fanciers.

At the same time I want to continue to
ater for novice members, so I make a further
ppeal to the old hands. Let me have some
“notes on your own varieties You can't-make
bricks without-straw:

Jack Watls' suggestion of a mouse scrap
ook is a food one, so let’s have something
%o put in it.
After the recent remarks on ' Creams by
Btan. Taylor and myself 1T was Interested to
hear about the Creams at Chorley show, Best
Belf was a Cfeam and BI.S. was another
cream. The owner, I believe, was not a mem-
ber of the NM.C Now. you beginners anc
novices, don’t let that hdppen to you. Join
ghe club and get to know the valué of your
tock. The faneier T am speaking of had been
reeding mice for some time and didn't even
ow whether they were any good or not.

ne of our new members. Mr, Pizer. 23
Dverthorpe Road, Thernhill. Dewsbury, has
8n interesting suggestion to make. Tt {s that

older members be invited to adopt a

mnovice. by post, the fanecier being willing to
help that particular novice until such time as
he is able to call himself a fancier. The two
Eo le would also have formed a friendship

at might lead anywhere .The novice would
be privilezed to pay the postaze (SAE.). I am
Bure a scheme llke this would be a good thing
#nd act as a binding link <

Comments on this would be welcomed, but
the icen strikes me as a zood one.
2 a5 R. WARD, Hon. See.

<D

Bath and gest anc}‘l Southern Counties
;W

day, May 31st, 1947,

t What the

.
ultural 11 hold a sh of
ﬁienham from %Veda‘e;d:y. May S 28th ‘t‘.g

UT A TAIL--

OF THE MOUSE GROW MORE

—IN TOWN TO-NICHT _——

(And To-morrow)

THE mouse Fancy has excelled itself
and can look forward to a very fine
annual show at the Horticultural Hall,
to-day and to-morrow. I hear from sec.
Fred Plucknett that the entry is around
the 850 mark. This is, of course, an
excellent form in which the Fancy has
tendered its vote of thanks to the organ-
isers of the show. I am sure the effort
will be appreciated in that quarter and
looked upon as an indication of the
Fancy's endorsement that the National
Championship Show should be a perma-
nent annual event.

There is no doubt the fine entry is
aito in the nature of a tribute to Fred
Plucknett, who has for over 30 years
put on some wonderful shows and done
a tremendous amount of work for the
Fancy. MNow, after many months of
indifferent health, he looks upon this
a his final effort. The Fancy has come
forward with a splendid entry in appre-
ciation. But you can take it from me
th=, given better health. Fred will not
be content merely as a looker-on; we
shali see and hear lots of him in the
future.

We are assured of a grand shoew in a
wonderful hall in the heart of London
and 1 know there will be crowds of
mousers present. Those unable to be pre-
sent for the two days are detérmined not
to miss the second day, to-morrow, Sat.,
Nov. 16th, when they will be able to see
the show, renew old friendships and
attend the much-looked-forward-to annual
general meeting. Distant fanciers will be
given a hearty welcome by the local lads,
including Albert Baker, who hopes to be
well enough to attend. It iS a show that
will live long in the memories of those
fortunate enough to be present.

Travellers arriving at the main line
stations can, for speed; take theé Under-
ground to Victoria. Sightseers could book
to Westminster, leaving the Underground
opposite Big Ben and do the ten minutes’
walk through Parliament Square, past
Westminster Abbey along Victoria
Street to Artillery Row on the left, lead-
ing to Vincent Square where they will
find the Horticultural Hall. Those with
half-an-hour to spare would see more by

ving King's Cross, St. Pancras or
Euston and walking along Euston Road
to Tottenham Court Road, there takin
a 28 bus, which travels across Oxfor
Street. through Trafalgar Square, down
Whitehall, past Downing Street and the
Cenotaph and the route mentioned above,
alighting at Artillery Row.

~ B. H. DU BOISSON.

Hamster Informal:iqp Poci No. 3

Microscope
Reveals

Submitted by H. W REYNOLDS, Belvedere,
7, Milford Road, Walton, Stafford.

HIS contribution is offered to the Hamster

“grobers' who may have taken up the
friendly challenge extended recently by Mr
Edmund Battersby and it is hoped that those
who have not the facilities afforded by
microscopic work will find in it some very
useful gointers upon which te base their
“Operations Hamster” when seeking to
assist Mother Nature toward supplying what
many us want—a mutation and wider
competitive scope

Mr. Alfred J. Cork, D.F.M. F.Z.8S, a very
good iriend nf the writer devoted a strenuous
slice of his spare ¢ime to conducting a
microscopic examination of the pelt of a five
months Hamster male, and although res
erving full copyright of his finding set out
in the following report, e has permitted its
submission for publication in FUR AND FEATHER
for the benefit of BHC members. Readers
comments will be welcomed. direct to me or
through the medium of ‘The Pool,” and Mr.
Cork will be interested to note the conclusions
of interested breeders.

Here then is the report of the Micros-

copic Examinaticn- * of pelt of Cricetus
mesacricetus  Auratus by Alfred J. Cork,
D.F FZS (1/1046).

““Hair (General) Microscopic examination
of the hair takern from all parts of the pelt
shows pigment grains in varying concentra-
tion according tc colour of the hair. The
highest concentration of g(i)gmcnt is toward
the hair tips, decreasing none near the
roots in all types of halr excepting the
‘white’ belly hair The greatest concentra-
tion of pigment is in the black parts and
the least in the blue. The gold has a con-
centration between that of black and blue.
Where there is a high concentration of red
pigment the hair appears a near-copper
shade whilst lesser concentration gives a
buff colour.

“Immediately above the root of all hairs,
and at the tip of white hairs, there is a
translucent section free oi pigment. In halr
which is all black the translucent part is
barely detectable. There is little variation
%g them(;'lgtrtx‘mnt coxlltce&trgt.mlxix lx} b{‘ack ftglour-

g wit € resu at a; ack pa are
full "black: black shading is cg) B
that there. are. approximatelv .egual amounts
gold on most of these hairs.

“Texture of hair. This varles according
to the colour of the hair and agrees with

ue to the fact-

the general rule, the relative diameters being
in tgg order, from coarse to fine, red, black,
blue, colourless. The hair is, therefore,
almost as fine at the root as at the ®ip.

“The ‘White’ ‘hair. This isa special ecase.
It containg g. very small amount of red pig-
men{, and is of a coarseness between- that
of blue ang translucent.

“Hair (Detail).—Al| black. (x). By far the
most interesting item revealed by this exam-
ination, an all-full black hair. A small
cluster of these is to be found on each side
of the sweat patcheg (described later). They
are the shortest hairs on the pelt and are
almost hidden in life, The black pigment
extends the full length of the hair. g

“Half black. (a). A number of these were
found in the black flashes below and behind
the pouches. They are full black for half
of their length and below this are one-
quarter gold, one-eighth blue, and one-
eighth translucent. he flash also contains
hairs of type (b).

“Black and gold lipped. (h). The hair of
the dark streak running from skull to rump.
from tip to root 1s one-sixth black, one-
sixth gold, four-ninths blue, and two-ninths
translucent. -

“Half-gold. (c). A hair entirely free of
black taken (rom the rear flank. It is half-
gold, one-third blue and one-sixth translu-
cent. This type of hair comprises about
half the area of the pelt.

(d). The so-called ‘white’ of the
, in fact, very slightiy bufi., A very
slightly shorter than specimens
(a), (b), and (c' and slightly longer than
specimen (x). From tip to root it is one-
fifth translueent, three-fifths very pale bufl
one-tenth blue, and one-tenth translucent.
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“The Sweat Patches. The existence of
these patches was suspected by Mr. Rey-
nolds when he observed wef patches on the
sides of of his animals at the points
where, at birth, voung Hamsters carry a
small flesh-colourea spet, which is particularly
noticeable before the hair grows. Careful
examination revealed that the moisture was
concentrated round these two small spots,
turned dark coloured in adults, in the region
of the femur/pelvic joint on the animal's
flanks.

‘“The specimens examined were taken from
an old air-dried pelt, but they do appear to
resemble a cluster of sweat glands, and a
number of perforations, presumably sweat-
ducts, may seen. They are. sparsely
covered by. all-black hairs, a little shorter
than the surrounding hairs. The top skin
is very loose, and the hair may be removed
from them by merely scaping with the finger
nail. The skin thus revealed is dark grey.
On the inside of the pelt the patches are
seen as black spots, about . three-sixteenths
of an inch in diameter, with a rough sur-
face rather like a cauterised wart. The skin
at this point algpears to contain black pig-
ment throughout its thickness.

“‘Selective breeding possibilities.—Deferred
for further consideration of findings.”

W. REYNOLDS.

Each British Hamster Club member will by
now have received a schedule for the Winter
show at Birmingham The address of the
gecretary is wrongly given. It should read,
H. W. Reynolds, Belvedere, 7, Milford Road,
Stafford. The entries closing date will be
November 29th.

PIGEONS AND PIGEON WORLD

SURREY COLUMBARIAN SOCIETY SHOW
FPVHE Adult show was held on Nov, 6th, at

the Prince of Wales, Guildford. The fol-
lowing were elected members: G .T Stagg,
W. S. Preston and J. Pummell. Arrangemenis
for the Young Stock show on Dec. 4th were
made. 111 entries were penned for competition
for the Adult cups. which were judged by
. T. Stagg and W. 8. Preston, of Middlesex
fame. Quality was good. The Fair cup for
best pigeon was won by G. Price with a Show
Homer cock of great substance. The Smith
cup for best opposite sex went to F. Luck's
Modena, and the C. Ive cup for besi Racing

Hemer to W. Rummery,

NUN.—C.: 1, spl., Coomber; 2 Heath. HEN:
1, 2 Heath. ARCHANGEL.—C.: 1 Pinnock; 2
Steele. HEN: 1 Steeie, AF,0OWL--C.: 1, r

spl., Hughes; 2 Ive, 3 Cobbett! HEN: 1 Cobbett;
2 Ive; 3 Hughes. MAGPIE.—C.: 1 2, spl., Pope.
HEN: 1, 2 Pope. TUMBLER.=SELF C.: 1, 2
Steele HEN: 1, 2, spl., Steele."MARKED: 1, 3
Hearne. HEN: 1, 2, 3 Hearne. §. HOMER.—
C.: 1, spl., Price. HEN: 1 Price. DRAGOON.—
C.: 1 Highes; 2 Ive. HEN: 1 Ive. ORIENTAL.
—C.: 1, 3 Steele; 2 Coomber. HEN: 1, 2 Steele.
FANTAIL.—C.: 1, sﬁvl.. Hughes. MODENA.—
SELF C.: 1 Luck; 2, 3 Hu%hes; r Sears; vhe
Smith; hec Cobbett. HEN: 1, 2 Luck; 3 Pin-
nock; r, vhe Hughes; hc Heath; c¢ Sears.
A.0.V. COCK: 1, spl.,, Pinnock; 2 Sears. HEN:
1 Sears: 2, 3 Pinnock. GEN. HOMER—C.: 1,
spl., vhe Dadswell; 2 Ive; 3, r Luff. HEN: 1,
2 Luff; 3, vhc Dadswell; r Ive.
It is with resret that | have to report the
1g, on Oct. 26th after a long illness,
of our oldest . WL , at the
age of 81. Mr. Cooper was we'l known as a
very successful Archangel breeder.
CHARLES H. POPE.

GALSTON

ELD Nov. 2nd. POUTER—AC.: 1, 3

Duncan; 2 Thomson. PIGMY POUTER:
1, 2 Duncan. CROPPER OR HORSEMAN.—
A.C., COCK: 1 Condie: 2 Wallace 3 McCrosie.
HEN: 1 Wallace: 3 MecCrosie; 3 Wallace.
MAGPIE: 1, 2, 3 Andrew. NUN.—-BLACK
OR DUN: 1, 2 Allison: 3 Abernethy. A.C.:
1 Allison; 2 Burr. and Sons: 3 Smillie.
1946:  Abernethy; 2 Allison; 3 Smillic;
JACOBIN: 1, 2, 3 Young OWL: 1 2 Aitken;
3 Hendry. 1046: 1 Aitken. MODENA: 1, ?
Aitken: .3 Hendry. AOV.: 1 SEI" Cruick-
shank 2 Pollock: % Aitken. SELLING: 1
Dougal;1 2 Wallace: 3  Smillie. L.D.
TUMBLER.—BLK., C.: 1C : 2 Dougall; 3
Wilson Bros. HEN: 1 Wilson 2
Dougall; 3 Cowan. 1946; 1
Wilson Bros. RED OR _YELLOW, C.: 1, 2
Dougall. HEN: 1, spl.. 2 Douzall: 3 Burn and
Sons. 1946: 1, 2 Dougall. BARRED OR
GRIZZLED, C.: 1. '-.1 hg%rris;] l“ Ms“é%?n HAENND
1, 2, spl. Morris; ? ugall. 2
BEARD: 1 Thomson; 2 Aitken..  SHOW
HOMER. —COCK! 1, 2 Ramsay: ? Laing
HEN: 1, spl. Paterson: 2. 3 Ramsay. 1946 C.:
1 Paterson; 2, 3 Ramsay. 1946 HEN: 1 Pater-
son: 2, 3 Ramsay EXHIBITION HOMERS. —

COCK: 1 Pollock: 2 3 Firth and Son. HEN:
1 Pollock: 2 Firth and Son: 3 Allan. 1946
C.: 1 Allan: 2 Pollock: 3 Kirk Glen. 1946

HEN: 1 spl. Pollock: 2 Allan: 3 Kirk Glen.

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE

Border Bald ano Beard Club Show
HE fourt: annual show was held in the
Chrenicle  Hall Newcastle-on-Tyne, on
Nov. 2nd. The Balds were judged tg Mr
J. D. Bonsor and the Beards by Mr Gor
Harrison Mr . Aitken, Stirling, took the

Stock and Selling classes.
BALDS.—BLACK., AD. C.: 1 Young; 2
Davis: 3 Vigar; vhe Bellamy; hc Newcombe;
HEN: 1.Young: 2. vhec Vigar: 3
c Aitken 1946, C.: 1
Davis; 2, 3 Newcombe; vhe Danvy and
Brown: he, ¢ Bellamy. 1046 HEN: 1, 2 Young;
3 Bendall; vhe Davis; he Cole:
RED OR YELLOW —ADULT C.: 1 Vigar; 2,
3, vhe Blenk!nsog‘ hc Brown. HEN: 1, 2 3
+ vhe Blenkinsop: he, - Brown. 1946
C.: 1 Collin, 2, ¢ Vigar. 3 Brown; hc Blen-
kinsop. 1946 HEN: 1, vhe Vigar: 2, 3 Top-
haap: _he, ¢ Blenkinsog‘ BLUE OR_SIL.—
s -1, 2, 3 Watt:

) o B W vhe, ¢ Danby and
Brown; he Thomson, o o Watt:
vhe, he Danby ang Brown: ¢ Thomson. 1946
C.:-1 Danby_and Brown:. 2 Vigar: 3, vhe,
he Watt; ¢ Logan. : 1, 2,- Waté; 8. vhe
Logan; hc Danby and Brown; c¢ Vigar.
AOC—AD. C.: 1, 2 Danby and Brown: 3
Logan; vhe Newcombe; hc Thomson; ¢ Vigar,

don”

c_Symons.

c_Paterson;
MWhi

HEN: 1 Danby and Brown; 2, hec Thomson;
3 Brown; vhc Lightfoot. 1946 C.: 1 Danby
and Brown; 2 Lightfoot. HEN: 1, 3, vhe
Vigar; 2 Danby and Brewn.

BLACK, AD, C.: 1 Magee; 2,
he Morse; ¢ Boasor 3
3 Bonsor vhe Ma he Morse.
Morse 2 Calam; 3. Bonsor: vhc ‘Magee; he
Smith and Son ¢ Hardy. HEN: 1 Empson; 2
fagee: Young; vhe Morse; he, ¢ Smith
and Son. RED OR YELLOW.—AD. C.: 1, he
Morse; 2 Aitken; 3 Carr; vhe Topham; ¢
Steel. HEN: 1 Carxr. 1946 C.: 1 Vigar 2, 3
Aitken vhe Steel; ¢ Topham > 1.3, vhe
Carr, 3 Vigar; hc Lightfoot. A.0.C.—AD. C.:
1 Aitken; 2, he Magee: 3, vhe Morse. HEN:
1, 2 Aitken; 3 Smith and Son; vhc Brown.
1946 C.: 1, vhe Young; 2, hc Magee; 3 Hardy.
N: 1, 3 Young; 2 Sears. STOCK, BALD,—
C.: 1 Spink: 2 Davis: 3 Bendall; vhe Thom-
son; he Collin: c¢ Blenkinsop. HEN: 1 Young;
2 Newcombe; 3 Vigar: vhe Bendall; hc
Bellamy; ¢ Collin. BEARD.—C.: 1, ¢ Magee;
2 Sears; 3 Empson, vhc Brown: he Smith
and Son. HEN: 1 Young: 2 Brown; 3 Magee;
vhe : he Smith and Son; ¢ Sears.
SELLING, BALD.—C.: 1 Bonsor 2, 2 Light-
foot. HEN: 1 Bendall: 2 Yocung: 3 Bonsor:
vhe Lightfoot. BEARD,—C.: 1 Young; 2
Bonsor. HEN: 1 Calam; 2 Young: 3 Bonsor,
Chall. Cert. for best 1946, Balds, Black,

NUN JUDGES AT THE N.P.A. SHOW
THE judges for Nuns were not appointed

prior to the schedule going to press. They
are as follows: Blacks, Mr. Sidney Russett;
Duns and A.0.C., Mr. Cyril Balchin.

Mr. Arthur Allum (sec. N.P.A.) tells us that
the secretary of the S.F. Tumbler Club says
there is an error in the S.F. Tumbler classi-
fication. Classes 66, 67 and 68 should be for
_’AJmongsﬁmly: Splashes go into Classes 69,

,_an o

The N.P.A. Certificate for Pouters is for the
best Pouter, and not Standard Pied as shown
in_the schedule.

A meeting of the African Owl Club will be
held on the first day of the show at 5-30 p.m.

Young: Red or Yellow, Vigar; Blue or Silver,
Watt; A.O0.C., Danby and Brown. Beards:
Black, Empson Red or Yellow, Carr; Blue,
ete; Young. Speclais: 1, 5, 11, 12,7,14," 22,
23, 28, .30, , 35, 36, D. M, Young; 2,
6, 15, 32, 39, E. R. Vigar; 3, 17, 9, 10,
16, 39. J. C. Watt; 4, 8 13 17,.Danby and

yn: 18, J. Logan; 19, T. Collin; 20, 26,
29, 31, W. J. Empson; 21, 33, A  E. Carr;
24, 27, H.~Morse; 25, W. Aitken: 37, C. S.
Magee; “38, F. Calam.

WINNERS AT FALKIRK -

SHOW HOMERS.—BLUE OR BLACK CHEQ.
COCK AD.: 1 Empson; 2, 3, he Field; r Thom-
son; vhe Brown. HEN: 1, 2 Thomson; 3, r, he
Field; vhe, ¢ Ramsay. A.O.C. CHEQ. C. AD.:
1, 3, r Field; 3 Greenwood and Son, HEN: 1,
2, he Field; 3, r, ¢ Brown; vhe Jackson. A.O.C.
‘OCK AD: 1, 2, r Field; 2,.vhe, ¢ Ramsay;
he Carlor. HEN: 1 Field; 2, hc Paterson; 3, r
Ramsay; vhe Brown. BLUE OR BLACK CHEQ.
COCK BRED 1946: 1, r, vhe Field; 2, hc Ram-
say; 3 Greenwood and Son; ¢ Pickard. HEN:
1. 2, vhe Field; 3 Empson; r, hc Ramsay; €

Greenwood and Son, A.0.C. CHEQ. COC
BRED 1946: 1 Brooke; 2, 3, vhe Field; r E.
Greenwood and Son; hc Hartley. HEN: 1, 8
Symon; 2 Denham; r Mackay: vhe Allison;
he Brooke. A.0.C. COCK BRED 1946: 1, 2
Mackay; 3, ¢ Dunn; r, vhc Symon; he Chubb.
HEN: 1, r Mackay; 2 Dunn; 3 Brooke: he
Symon; ¢ Kirk Glen. COCK, A.A. OR COLOUR,
LIMIT £5: 1 Mackay; 2 Pollock; 3 Brooke; T
Firth and Son; vhe Symon: he Kirk Glen; ¢
Fraser. HEN: 1 Mackay; 2 Symon; 3 Denham;
r Chubb, DRAGOON.—A.C. COCK BRED
PRIOR TO 1945:° 1, 3, vhec Paterson; 2 Gam-
brill; r, he McLennan, A.O.C. HEN - BRED
1946: 1 2 Paterson; 3, r Proctor Smith. A.C.
HEN BRED PRIOR TO 1945:.1 Proctor Smith;
2, 3 Paterson; r, he, ¢ McLennan. A.C. COCK
BRED 1945: 1, r Paterson; 2 Proctor Smithk
and Whitehead: he McLennan. HEN: 1 Gam-
; 2, r, vhe Paterson; 3 Wilkinson; ¢
. BLUE COCK BRED IN 1946: 1, 3
1 2 Carmichael; r, ¢ McLennan; he
erguson, HEN:.1, 3, r Paterson; 2 Empson;
vhe Gambglll: ¢ McLennan. A.C. CHEQ. COCK
BRED 1946: 1 Gambrill; 2, r Paterson: 3 Wil-
kinson; vhe McLennan, : 1, 3 Wilkinson;
e Aiogﬂzpmnxs r Pms‘gl:ltk d
) . an

tehead; hc Ferguson,
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