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The Rat. Mouse and Hamster Fanciers Histaory =
as told by Kendra K Davis

The FRat. PMouse and Hamster Fanciers was started one warm day in
Septemher. September 23, 1984, by four peaople; Alice Walker, Cheryl
Creengo, &llan FPessier and myvself, Kendre Davis. I have to admit that
I breought the four toocether. I had besn a member of the Mouse & Rat
Ersederse fczscsociation based in Socuthern California and I had shown my
rats and waon a2t their shows. I realized that there was a need ta Fform
& aroup of small rodent fanciers in Northern California.

At the time I had Rats and Hamsters, I had bred Mice, in my childhood
end as an adult. I also realized that the gqroup that I had heard of,
and was =z member of didn't include Hamstercs, although, they were
ceometimes shown with Rats and Mice. 1 am alsoc a Licenssed ARBA Cavy
Judge and I had read the historv of the American Razabhit Breeders
fics=ociatian, I realized that the AREBA originally included 211 small
fur bearing rodents. Rates, Mice, Hamesters, Gerhils, Ferrets and
Chinchillzss have besen dropped over the vears and the AREA only covers
Fizbhbits and Cavies at thics date. Chinchillas have their cwn local and
riational aroups =g they didn't need us. Ferretes and Gerbils are
illzga) in Califaornia so it was illogical! to include them. (Although 1
really believe that these species should be "fancied" along with Dwarf
Hamsters, Spiny Mice, etc. ., it simply cannot be done in Califaornia
because of the Laws.]

I knew cur ftirst Fresident., Cher vl Greengo, Lhrough Cavies. e were
both Cavy Bresders hut she aleso had Rates and was breeding Hamsters.
Chervy! and 1 had made a 36 houtr nonn—sleep visit to Socuthern Czalifornia
to pick up breseding stock together. It was a good trip. HWe brought up
Englizsh Fearl Rats, Engliicsh Chocolate Rats, English Siamese Rats,
lzirleess Mice, Blue Satin Mice, Geold Satin Mice, Variegated Mice,
Lilac ERats, and Satin Hamsters! Cheryl agreed to be precsident and we
fiad gur first mesting in her home.
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Turlock., CA. Once a

I had met Alice Walker at the Rabbit shows held in
lice was Secretary for

vazr  the Rabhit Clubk there includes Cavies., Al

the Cavy SBhaow. I had mentioned ta her that I had ather small rodents
{(Rats and Mice) and I wanted tao get rid of some of my Mice, I calied
the mice salmonn agouti but., we now know the color az English

Gold/Araente. Alice wanted mv unwanted mice and we met at that
Rabbit/Cavy show. Alice mentioned that she had 30 paire of breeding

Mics, she was bhreeding for different colore but, she didn't know where
to go with her animals. All of her animals thel were excesse were being
zald to pet stores. Nobody saw her animals or the worlk she was dging
in coclor development. I mentioned to her that there were Clubs in
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Southern Cz2lifornia that were showing their animals with Rabkbit and
Cavy Clubs and "Why shouldn't we try tec do the same?" We did. Alice
= gur first Mouse Representative.

Allan Fessier was a gentie, well mannered, intelligent yvoung man who
worked in the local Half Moon Bavy Pet store, “"@nimal FPatch", 8llan was
a Mou=ze and Rat breeder. His business name was "ARllan ' s Rodent Ranch".
He toolk care of and bred the small rodents for the pet store,. He =0
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helped to care for any sick or injured animals that came to the store.
Allan hecams our resident medication evnert and our first Youth
Fepresentative. He was 14 vyears old at the time af the «club’'s

inception. Allan’'s expertise, and competence made us realizs that e
nesed tc have at least one yvouth member on the Board of Directors. e
rezlized thzat tha vouth membhesrs are our future, becauss, most peaple
become interested in small rodents as children. The position of Youth
Representa is raeserved for a child under the agse aof 18 but, from
the there hes never been an age limitation for any Board
positi
Recording Secretary. Corresponding
~ds Chairperson and printor activities

il a

signer and creator, By-laws committes,
ecretary and Clarlk, Newsletter Editaor
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hank Boodness I don’'t have all of these

inaeluspicious beainning we have become a full fledged Club of

=1 with five life members, membhers in S5 states,

dents, visitare +rom 2 Ffaoreian countries,

ing=s, and Standards. I am proud of all ths wark that has
our memberehip to improve and expand t!

i@ Fancy. You the
have done 211 of this in less than five vears. Kesep up the

1 aope Youradl 'l ke the gane .oft Dulh club. J b ssb enies I named it'!

EDITORIAL COMMENT - - -
We are all deeply indebted to Kendra Davis and Alice
Walker for starting our club and helping it to grow.
The above is interesting news for all of us newer members.
I was not aware that at one time The American Rabbit Breeders
Association was involved in all the small livestock that
Kendra mentioned. Cavies have always been included. At one
time the name was changed from American Rabbit and Cavy Breeders
Association to eliminate the word Cavy. We have received
good support from rabbit breeders especially from Tri Valley
Rabbit._  Breeders who have included us in thkir fall show for
several years. It is interesting to know that at one time

the smaller rodents were included before ARBA decided that
raobits are not rodents.
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