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The Rat. Mouse and H~mster Fanciers was started one warm 
S ep tember. S e ptember 23, 1984, by four people; Alice Walker. 
Greenqo . A_l an Pess·er and mvself. Kendra Davis. I have to admit 
I brou ht the four toqether. I had been a member . of the Mouse & Rat 
Br eeder s Association b ased in Southern California and ! had shown my 
rats and wan at thei r shows. I realized that there was a need to form 

qroup of smal rodent fanciers in Nor thern Californi a . 

At the ime I h ad Rats a n d Hamsters. I h ad bred Mi ce. in my chil dhood 
a nu a s a n adu lt . I also r ealized ttat the qroup that I had heard of. 

nd wa a member of didn't i n clude Hamsters, althouq h. they were 
sometimes s hown w" th Rats an d Mice . I am also a L icensed ARBA Cavv 
J u dqe and I h e.d read the hi stor y of the Ameri c an Rabbit Breeders 
.s s oc·ation . I reali zed that the ARBA o r" q i nally i nc l u ded all small 

fur be2 rinc rodents . Ra ts. Mice. Hamsters. Gerb ils , F=rrets and 
Chinchillas have been d r oµ p ed over the year s an d the ARBA o n ly covers 
R2- -i s and Cavies at this d a t e . Ch i nch i llas h ave their own loc al and 
n a- ·on al Qroup s so they did n ' t need u s . Fer r e ts and Gerbi ls ar e 
i!! eqa_ in Cali fornia so i t was illoqical to include them. CAlthouqh I 
r e a . Iv be_ i eve that these species should be "fancied" al onq ~..ii th Dwar f 
Hams ters. S pi ny Mice. etc.~ it simp ly cannot be done i n Cali fornia 
b e c ause of t h e Laws . ) 

I k : , vJ e: 1- f · 1- st Pi- es · e1 . t . , t vi G eE-, o . LI 1- ouqh Ca.vi e s . He ~Je 1- e 

b o t.. Cavv Breeders but she also h a d Rats and was breedinq Hamster s. 
C e r v! and ! h ad made a 3b hour- nori--leeµ vis ·t to Southern Califm-n ia 
to p ie ~ up br 0 edinq stoc~ toqeth er . It was a aood t rip. We b r o uaht up 
En i s Pear l Rats . Enqlish Chocolate Rats . Enqlish S iamese Rats. 
Ha i r ess Mice , Blue Sat in Mi ce. Gold Sat in Mice. Varieqated Mice . 
Li! ac Rats . and Satin Hamst e rs! Ch e r yl a qreed to be president and we 
h a · o r f ~ rst meetinq in her h ome . 

I 1 ad met Al ' e Walker at tie Rabbi shows held in Tu lock . CA. Once a 
·e~r the Ra bi C}u there inc ludes Cavies. Alice was Secretary for 

t . e Ca v v Show . I had menti o n ed toter that I ad a the. small rodents 
CR2ts 2n Mice ' an~ ! wanted to qe rid o f same of my Mice . I called 
t. e ffiic · salmon aqo~ti but. we now k ow th color a s En l"sh 
Gc ld/Araen t e. Al ice wanted my un want e d mice and we met at t hat 

•v show . A ice mentioned that s e had 30 pa · s of b reedinq 
Mi ce. . •was bree~ inq f o r d i fferent colors b u t. she didn't know whe~e 
to qo vJ . lh her ani mal s . Al of he a . .i ma ls that wer e::cess ~..iere beinq 
s o ld . to pet stores. Nobody saw her anima s or th~ wor k she was doinq 
i n co _ o r de •el opment. I men ti o r1 ed to her- ti at the e l.'Jet-e Club s in 
S outhern Ca iforn i a th a t were showinq their animals wi t Rabb"t ad 
Cavy Cl u bs a n d " Why shoul dn · t we tr·y to do the same ?" e d · d . Ali c.e 
was o u r f irst Mouse Representative. 

Allan Pess·er was a qentie . well man1 ered . in e lliqe t younq man who 
H · r-k 0 d in t he l ocal Ha l f M on Bay Pet store. "Animal F;a t ch ". Allan was 
a Mouse and F~at b reede t- . Hi s business na:i1e l.'Jas "All a 1 ' s F:odent F:a n ch ". 
He took care of an bred the small rodents f or the pet st a r e. He a.s8 



h elped to car e for an y sick or injured an imals that came to the store. 
Allan bec a me our re i dent medication ~~ pert and our first Youth 
Renresen tati e . He was 14 years old at the time of the club's 
inception . Allan's expertise. and competence mad e us rea!ize that we 
need to h a ve at least Gne youth member on the Board of .Dire ctors . We 
re~ l ize. t hat the you h members ar e our f u ture. because. most people 
b ecome · 1terested · n small rodents a s children . The position of Youth 
Re~resentati ve i ~ reserved f or a child under the aqe of 18 but . f rom 
t : :e b qi n;: - , the. e ha_ 1eve been an a ·e l i mi t.:::.ti o f of- a n v Board 
p o;o;i t :o:-: . 

v!. .e . '-"' El -f ir s beqan I was Recor dinq Secret ary . CorF"espondinq 
~e::~-eta:-v· , Tre2. st.· ~- e ~-, Stan dards Ch i t-pe~-son and p ~-i nter . act · vi ti es 
C',:-.d s 10;.,; coo:- d ·: c:. t 1- . B otr n~si qner an ct- ea to • By- aL·Js committee . 
Me~ ers~i p ::h~!rperson . s , ow Secretary and Clerk. Newslet ter Editor 
a :-.1.... · i- i te;-- . - f, Q.1~ Jud ~ . Thank Good r e ss I d on· have al I of these 
jo!:J ~ t J - y~ 

_nc iers wit h fi ve lif e me mb ers. 
oi - t-espord e11t.s . vi-itor _ f t- om 

members in 5 SL ate'::i. , 
2 

s~ ~w~. rneetin~s . and S an ards. I am prou d of all 
::::=::-: ~- · e l.J'. u ne= - eo-rs.l..i.p l ii11µ1- o ~ a d e xp a nd 

m:::-11be:-::: -:p 1:2ve d·:Jn e 2 11 o+ th is in l ess .. an f ive 
~ =-- ·.'...:.~ L ! 

i - e countri s . 
the work t aL dS 

th - Fan L.v . You t !1e 
v'ears . !<e ep up - \8 

_ • :cpe './-J- a:.: i ;, e the r1ame of ow- club . . • • . • • • • • named it ~ 

EDITORIAL COMMENT - - -

We are all deeply indebted to Kendra Davis and Alice 

Walker for starting our club and helping it to grow. 

'!'he above is interesting news for all of us newer members. 

I was not aware that at one time The American Rabbit Breeders 

Association was involved in all the small livestock that 

Kendra mentioned. Cavies have always been included. At one 

time the name was changed from American Rabbit and Cavy Breeders 

Association to eliminate the word Cavy. We have received 

good support :from rabbit breeders especially from !ri Valley 

Rabbit_ Breeders who have included us in their fall show for 

s1veral years. It is interesting to know that at one time 

the smaller rodents were included before ARBA decided that 
raobits are not rodents. 
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