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"We want to heighten awareness and

to honor those who fought so hard."
Rod Kitick, of St Charles who took part in the
"Walk for the Whisper" to honor his wife Kathy

who recently died after battling cancer

News you can use
• The DuPage Symphony Orchestra will present
"Romantic Riches" at 7:30 tonight at the McAninch Arts
Center, College of DuPage, 425 Faweli Blvd., Glen Ellyn.
Violin soloist Sintin Ganatra will perform. Tickets are $15,
$12 for seniors, $5 for students. Call (630)690-8644.
• A photographer will be on hand to capture Mother's Day
memories from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. today at The Morton
Arboretum, 4100 Route 53, Lisle. The $25 price includes
one 8-by-10-inch, two 5-by-7-inch and four wallet-size
photographs.

Contact us
News tips:
(630) 955-3500
Fax:
(630) 955-0895
E-mail:
news@dailyherald.com
Letters to the editor:
dpfencepost@dailyherald.com

Write:
Paddock Publications Inc.
P.O. Box 2497
Naperville, IL 60567-2497

Missed paper? Vacation stop?
Alt subscription information:
(630) 955-0007
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Sir Suave, a Russian Blue Rat, is declared just "a little on the heavy side" by judge Lee Ann
Micheletti at the Fancy Rat Show in the DuPage County Fairgrounds in Wheaton on Saturday
Micheletti is vice president of the Northern Illinois Rat Organization.

Rats can be cute, too
Organimtwnputs on show topmve rodents could be laving pets

BY CATHERINE EDMAN
Daily Herald Staff Writer

In the blink of an eye, Oval-
tine's world turned upside
down.

One minute she was stretch-
ing for a treat, the next, she was
clinging for life. Literally.

"Don't use benches with slip-
pery edges," Debbie
Ducommun jokingly cautioned
as she rescued Ovaltine, a fancy
rat, from beneath a slippery
bench.

That's where the little doe
(that's rat-speak for female) was
dangling by her tenacious little
front rat toes after a tiny glitch in
Ducommun's how-to-train-
your-pet-rat-to-jump
demonstration.

Not one to get flustered, Oval-
tine then merrily wandered
around the table exploring and
looking for treats as Ducom-
mun, a k a "The Rat Lady,"
continued her presentation at
the DuPage County Fairgrounds

in Wheaton.
The California resident and

well-known pet rat expert was
the featured speaker at the first
show of the Northern Illinois Rat
Organization, at which 47 rats
competed and more than 100
people stopped by to learn more
about the small mammals.

It was an event geared toward
providing information to the
uninitiated.

"We want to get them started
on the right foot," club president
Claudia Nix said.'

That means understanding
proper pet rat care, and the fact
the small mammals are very
social and affectionate animals
who need lots of attention, she
said.

Just attending the show,
seeing some of the friendly pets
in person, and talking to some
of the experts helped Wheaton
mom Sandy Brtis get more com-
fortable with the decision to get
her 13-year-old daughter,
Chelsea, a rat of her own.

"They say they're as intelligent
as dogs," she said.

The show included all colors,
sizes, and even rat ear shapes.
Who knew, after all, that rat ears
come in "standard" and
"Dumbo" varieties?

"What happened to its tail?"
Mark Doll, of West Chicago,
asked as he passed by the por-
trait shot of a show winner.

He was rather surprised to
discover that particular star-of-
the-moment hailed from a
breed that is tailless.

Nix said the most common
response she heard from those
who attended the show was
their surprise as the actual iike-
ability of the pets. She reported
hearing many "they're cuter
dian I thought" remarks.

Clearly those spectators
caught Ducommun's rat cos-
tume segment featuring at least
one unsuspecting victim,
Buddy, a buck (that's rat-speak
for male), donning a grass skirt
and a lei.

Story of hope
Teen author Farah Ahmedi, above left, of Carol
Stream, writer of "The Story of My Life: An
Afghan Girl on the Other Side of the Sky"
greets Fran McCue of Plainfield at a book
signing Saturday at Barnes & Noble Book-
sellers in Naperville. The memoir, written with
Tamim Ansary, won a $10,000 prize on "Good
Morning America." Ahmedi, who is on a
nationwide tour, will be at a book signing and
sale at Wheaton North High School library, 701
W. Thomas Road, Wheaton, from 2:30 to 4 p.m.
May 18. For details, call (630) 355-2665.
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Motorcyclist is killed in four-vehicle crash
BY CATHERINE EDMAN
Daily HrmM Staff Writtr

An Elgin motorcyclist was
killed in a Friday night accident
on Route 59 in Warrenville that
closed the four-lane road for
five hours.

Warrenville police refused to
release all but a few details of

the crash, but said Gregory F.
Zajack, 38, died after the
7:38 p.m. accident that involved
four vehicles, the department
said in a press release.

According to the DuPage
County coroner's office, Zajack
apparently was driving north on
Route 59 when he hit a truck
that jackknifed in front of him

just north of Mack Road. He was
thrown from the motorcycle,
sustained severe head injuries
and was pronounced dead at
the scene, according to the
coroner's office.

Four other people were
injured in the crash, according
to the West Chicago Fire Protec-
tion District.

Group
keeps her
cancer
fight alive
BY CATHERINE EDMAN
Daily Herald Staff Writer

Team KMK wore matching
shirts, carried a custom banner
and shared a singular mission
Saturday morning.

They fought against the ovar-
ian cancer that claimed their
missing member, Kathy M.
Kitick, who died Feb. 6.

"We want to heighten aware-
ness and to honor those who
fought so hard," said her hus-
band, Rod, of St Charles.

Thousands of area residents
packed Naperville's Riverwalk
for the eighth annual "Walk for
the Whisper," an event spon-
sored by the Illinois Division of
the National Ovarian Cancer
Coalition.

After Kitick's diagnosis with
Stage 4 ovarian cancer four
years ago, her family and
friends joined the Naperville
walk, Rod Kitick said.

The group grew to 75 people
Saturday. They wore T-shirts
with a picture of the woman in
whose memory they walked,
and they raised more than

E D LEE/DA1LV H l . K M . l )
Three women lead a group of walkers on Naperville's Riverwalk
during Walk for the Whisper, an event sponsored by the Illinois
Division of the National Ovarian Cancer Coalition. Walkers include,
from left, Kay Broeder of Napervilfe, a 16-year cancer survivor,
Vickie Macfarland of Burbank, a one-year-survivor, and Barb
Riegler of Downers Grove.

$2,000 this year, he said.
The walk's "whisper" name

comes from the disease's
stealth approach. Because
symptoms often are difficult to
detect until the cancer is in its
latter stages, early diagnosis
can increase chances of sur-
vival by 400 percent, organizers
said.

Wearing a photo of his wife,
Chryssa, around his neck, Gary
Hannah said he wanted people
to know that early diagnosis is
essential.

With his shaggy dog,

Theodore E. Bear, by his side,
Hannah told how Chryssa's
cancer was not discovered until
it was classified in the
advanced Stage 4. The Glen
Ellyn resident moved to the
area after her death several
years ago.

And when he discovered the
walk last year, Hannah knew he
needed to participate to "raise
money and awareness."

Funds from the walk are used
to support local and national
awareness efforts as well as
research.
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Discover the possibilities
of your retirement

A parklike

landscape

unfolds before

you. A lake

glitters in the

sun. A gracious

community

offers the

freedom to live

the retirement

you want.

Amenities, services and opportunities abound. Enrich
every aspect of your well-being. Pursue your fitness goals,
your intellectual quest, your spiritual journey. Experience
the warm welcome of a community steeped in the spirit
of Christian fellowship. A casually elegant lifestyle.

Enjoy it all, knowing that you planned wisely.
Your future is secure.

• Largest selection of retirement lifestyles and services
in the western suburbs

• Dependable national organization with a century-
long heritage of Christian service

• Accreditation assures exceptional quality

Call today for information or to schedule a visit.

(630) 510-2924 • (800) 682-4388

ftWINDSOR PARK MANOR
A Covenant Retirement Community
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124 Windsor Park Dr. • Carol Stream, IL 60188
www.covenantretirement.com
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third Svmday of every month
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Northern Illinois group proves rats can be cute, tod
BY CATHERINE EDMAN
Daily Herald Staff Writer

In the blink of an eye, Oval-
tine's world turned upside
down.

One minute she was stretch-
ing for a treat, the next, she was
clinging for.life. Literally.

"Don't use benches with slip-
pery edges," Debbie
Ducommun jokingly cautioned
as she rescued Ovalune, a fancy
rat, from beneath a slippery
bench.

That's where the little doe
(that's rat-speak for female)
was dangling by her tenacious
little front rat toes after a tiny
glitch in Ducornmun's how-to-
train-your-pet-rat-to-jump
demonstration.

Not one to get flustered,
Ovaltine then merrily wan-
dered around the table

exploring and looking for treats
as Ducommun, a k a "The Rat
Lady," continued her presenta-
tion at the DuPage
County Fairgrounds in
Wheaton.

The California resident and
well-known pet rat expert was
the featured speaker at the first
show of the Northern Illinois
Rat Organization, at which 47
rats competed and more than
100 people stopped by to learn
more about the small mam-
mals.

It was an event geared
toward providing information
to the uninitiated.

"We want to get them started
on the right foot," club presi-
dent Claudia Nixsaid.

That means understanding
proper pet rat care, and the fact
the small mammals are very
social and affectionate animals

who need lots of attention, she
said.'

Just attending the show,
seeing some of the friendly pets
in person, and talking to some
of the experts helped Wheaton
mom Sandy Brtis get more
comfortable with the decision
to get her 13-year-old daughter,
Chelsea, a rat of her own.

"They say they're as intelli-
gent as dogs," she said.

The show included all colors,
sizes, and even rat ear shapes.
Who knew, after all, that rat
ears come in "standard" and
"Dumbo" varieties?

"What happened to its tail?"
Mark Doll, of West Chicago,
asked as he passed by the offi-

cial portrait shot of a show
winner.

He was rather surprised to
discover that particular star-of-
the-moment hailed from a
breed that is tailless.

Nix said the most common
response she heard from those
who attended the show was
their surprise as the actual like-

ability of the pets. She reported
hearing many "they're cuter
than I thought" remarks. ,

Clearly those spectators
caught Ducornmun's rat cos-
tume segment featuring at least
one unsuspecting victim','
Buddy, a buck (that's rat-speak
for male), donning a grass skirt (
and a lei.
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Sir Suave, a Russian Blue Rat, is declared just "a little on the
heavy side" by judge Lee Ann Micheletti at the Fancy Rat Show in
the DuPage County Fairgrounds in Wheaton on Saturday. Michelet-
ti is vice president of the Northern Illinois Rat Organization.
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CARRYOUTONLY

Valid Sunday 5/8/05
With Purchase of 2 Sides thru Saturday 5/14/05

Full Menu Available for Carryoui
Open for Lunch & Dinner

Reservations Accepted
2290 Point Blvd. • Elgin Randall Rd. & I-90

847*783-0200 • Fax: 847*783-4670
www.jimmyscharhouseelgin.com
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THIS AD DOES NOT APPI? To PBE-CEDIXED ITEMS

Yarn Bee Decadence
Siub Eyelash

3.5 oz.

OUR EVERYDAY
LOW 11.81

Lion®
Chenille

Thick & Quick

5.88
5 oz.

OUR EVERYDAY
LOW 6.94

Patons Allure
1.75 oz.

3.33 OUR
EVERYDAY
' LOW 4.21

Yarn
Sale

Lion®
Fun Fur - •

Eyelash Yarn
1.75 oz.

3.88 OUR
EVERYDAY |
LOW 4.94

Light & Lofty w „
Bright & Lofty Pi«,?er

Eyelash Yarn

2.88
4 & 6 oz.

2.66 OUR
EVERYDAY
LOW 3.42

4 oz.

OUR EVERYDAY
LOW 4.54

Simply
Soft Yarn

3 oz.

99C OUR
EVERYDAY
LOW 1.24

Dried Naturals
PRESERVED/DRIED FLOWERS.

PODS. BRANCHES. GRASS.
STICKS. FEATHERS. FILLERS.
GRAINS. BOUQUETS & BOM.

FILLERS.

Greenery Bushes,
Plants & Ferns

INCLUDES EVERYDAY STYLES & TRUE
TOUCH' (DOES NOT INCLUDE POTTED
TREES or ARRANGEMENTS)

1/2 Off
Floral Sale

If Flowering .£$&
Bushes *~y

SPR1N G & EYE RYDAY STYLES f

Floral Stems
INCLUDES DESIGNER STEMS,
FEATHERS AND ALL STYLES
i VARIETIES IN OUR STEM
DEPARTMENT.

Photo
Frames

WITH EASEL BACK ONLY

Portrait Frames
& Document n

Frames

1/2 Off
Frame Sale

24x36 Poster
Frames &

Waii Frames
Collage
Frames

DCZI
on
D!

SHsnssssassa

Wall Decor
M!rrors,Framed Art,

Sconces, Shelves,
Plaques & Metal Wall Art

Metaiware
EXCLUDES

FURNITURE.

1/2 Off
Home Accents

Decorative
Balls

Candles &
Kandleholders

*" EXCLU DES TE ALIG HTS & VOTtVE CAN P LE S

Ceramics,
& Polyresin

INCLUDES SEASONAL. TABLE TOR
BLUE & WHITE. ORIENTAL.
MEXICAN i MUCH MOREI

Baker Racks.
Bookshelves &
Corner Racks

Decorative
Tables

WICKER. IRON OR WOOD

1/3 Off
Furniture

Bistro
Sets

Storage
Units &
Hampers

Iron Furniture With
Wicker Accents
INCLUDES ACCESSORIES

i? rw?T7K3rass3" KLfffei ^

PLUS SIZES
www.torrid.com

Noir Open a£ the

Westfield Shoppingtown

Hawthorn
(847) 362-0540

Also located at
Woodficlcl Mall MnyJairMall
(8<t7)99fi-1'i80 (4M").>t)fl.9470

Orlando Square S<itilh)at.<iM<ill
(708)226-l«50 (21!)} 7:16-6080

Bring tibia ad into Torrid & receive
15% off

your entire purchase!
On« coupon f« owttiM* N«l

OH1.Y iJld M

Planters,
Pots&

Containers

Metal & iron
Garden Decor

INCLUDES SHEPHERD HOOKS.
HARDWARE. PLANTERS & PAINTED

METAL DECORATIONS

Yard
Stakes &

Picks

"Spring Apparel"
Prints & Solids

FEATURING DAISY KINGDOM. HOBBY LOBBY. ALEXANDER
HENRY. SPRINGS 4 MARCUS • 45" WIDE • OJR EVERYDAY

LOW 4.99-12.99

1/2 Off
Garden Decor

Outdoor
Lighting

Iron-On
Letters &
Numbers

All EK
Success
Products

FEATUREINS STICKERS.
JOLEES. PENS 1 MOKE

Art
Pencils
&Art 1

Markers

1/3 Off
Crafts

INCLUDES SETS
S INDIVIDUALS

Hemp Jewelry
Cord &

Suede Lace

Craft &
Modeling

Clay

MOB9Y LOBBY • Boi. i IO oz.
PENIM • \OO~- COTTON
GO' WIDE • OUR EVERYDAY
LOW 6.99

1/3 Off
Beaded Trims, Tassels
& Lampshade Covers

LUCERNE .1 HOBBY LOBBY • ACETATE TAFFETA
IN 50LID5. PLAIDS. CHECKS 1. PAI5LEY • 6O"
WIDE • OUR EVERYDAY LOW 4.9D-7.99

Nylon Net
FAB • NYLON NET • ASSORT.
COLORS' 72" WIDE
• OUR EVERYDAY LOW 1.09

Tulle, Shiny Tulle
& Tulle with Glitter

FAB & FABKIC BARN • NYION TULLC
• 54" WIDE • ASSORTED COLORS
• OUR EVERYDAY LOW 774-5.99

BE.

PRICES GOOP MAY 9 THROUGH MAY 14f 2OO5 - SALES
1 SELECTION MAY VARY BY STORE

BOLINGBROOK: 363 N. Napervllle Rd.
ROUND LAKE BEACH: Hwy. 53 & Rolline Rd.
MUNDELEIN: Oak Creek Plaza Shopping Ctr.

LOMBARD: Main St. Lombard & Roosevelt Rd.
SCHAUMBURG: Barrington & W. Schaumburg Rd.

WESTMONT: 52 E. Odgen • BATAVIA: 421 N. Randall Rd.
PALATINE: Palatine Plaza • ELGIN: Randall Rd. & Route 20

W. CHICAGO: Rt. 59 & Rt. 64 • W. AURORA: 1971 W. Galena Blvd.
E. AURORA: 539 5. Rt. 59 • MT. PROSPECT: Elmhurst at Dempster

STORE HOURS: Q-& MONDAY-SATURDAY- CLOSED SUNDAY

ONLINE CATALOG: www.craftsetc.com
HOME PAGE: WWW.HOBBYLOBBY.COM


