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A DISCREDITED OPPOSITION.

Her Majesty's Opposition is assuredly in

a very unhappy condition. Ic was common

knowledge, during the past session, that the

Liberal House was divided against itselfi

and that the line of cleavage between Lord
Eosebery and his followers was so clearly
marked that a split must ultimately occur.
But even the best informed politicians on
the Unionist side were surprised at the
time and manner of Lord Eosebery's
resignation of the Liberal leadership. His
letter to Mr. Ellis came like a bolt from the
Hue, and for the first time let a flood of
light upon the dark places of Liberal
intrigue. It is almost pathetic to read Lord
Eosebery's lament—" Scarcely from any
quarter do I get explicit support. . . . L
regret only that I should appear to divide
the energies and try the faith of Liberals."
And so it eanie to pass that the ex-Premier
was forced to " speak his iniud'' upon an
Edinburgh platform, and explain how he had
been manoeuvred out of the leadership of
his own party. The story is not a pleasant
one, and may be recapitulated as follows:—
When Mr. Gladstone resigned the Premier-
ship, in the spring of 1894, he recommended
the Queen to send for Lord Eosebery and
not for Sir W. • Harcourt. This is the
usage of the constitution. The outgoing
Premier is supposed to know best who is
most likely to prove his best successor, and
the Sovereign as a rule follows his lead.
It now appears that Lord Eosebery knew
his leadership had no chance of success
unless he "received very exceptional
•support, very exceptional loyalty, and very
•exceptional co-operation from the party
inside and outside Parliament." This, he
now declares, he did not receive, and gives
three illustrations. " Before," says Lord
Eosebery, " we had confronted Parliament
•for more than two days we were defeated by
our own followers by a majority of two.
That was not a God-speed to the
Government, or any sign of the special and
•exceptional cordiality and support which
was required by a Liberal Goveramen^
headed by a peer. The next point to which
I would call your attention was that of the
general election. I ventured, as it was my
duty and my privilege to do, to urge a
definite and concentrated policy on the
party. That definite and concentrated
(policy was not adopted. In the third place
the last straw which decided my position
was that our leader—for Mr. Gladstone
must lead the Liberal party when he wishes
—has come forward in a noble and sublime
spirit, but he has, equally innocently and
unconsciously, himself administered the
final coup dc grace to his successor." Such
were the external difficulties that Lord
Eosebery had to contend against. Defeated
by his own party in Parliament, he found
himself thwarted in his own policy, and
finally thrown over by the veteran leader
whom he succeeded, As Mr. T. P. O'Connor

puts it:—"Lord. Eosebery had only to
indicate a policy for it to be immediately
discounted, if not thrown over, by
those who were supposed to be his
colleagues." , Unable to speak in the
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House of Commons, he found that his
lieutenant there made it a rule to ignore the
leader, and Lord Eosebery now confesses
that he " kept his position almost beyond
the_co editions of dignity and self-respect."
It is clear, therefore, that the Armenian
Question, was only the occasion and not
the cause of Lord Eosebery's disappearance.
We have never thought the "Peer-Premier"
an able leader of men, and, indeed, his brief
record as such is strewed with blunders and
failures.- At the same time, every one with
any feeling of patriotism will be constrained
to say that if it was only the occasion of his
retirement, it was a great occasion, and that
his speech was worthy of it. As a general
statement of the Eastern Question it leaves
little to be desired, while as a trenchant
criticism of the fads and follies of the
Radical party it is unapproachable. Lord
Rosebery literally examined every patent
scheme of coercing the Sultan without the
European Concert, and showed either that
it was useless or must lead to a general
war. There was a statesmanlike tone
and, at the same time, a patriotic
fervour in his whole address, which has
struck home. No speech of his whole
.eadership, we may fairly say, became him
so much as that in which he retired from
it.

So much then for the causes of Lord
Elosebery's .retirement. What are the
jrospects of new leadership for the Opposi-
ion ? The most sanguine organs of
Radicalism are sufficiently perturbed at the
present state of affairs. After all, Lord
Josebery's own admission of failure is full

of significance to those who have been
watching the trend of political life of late
rears. It has been a matter of observation
hat the Liberal party ever since 1886 have
jeen going from bad to worse. There has
)een a steady process of deterioration as
well as of disintegration. The great split of
L886 has been working out to its logical
consequences, and we are now face to face
with its final result. What was heretofore
decently veiled is now obvious to the whole
world. The British Liberal party to-day
occupies two separate camps. The Liberal
newspapers are at war amongst themselves,
iome crying "a Rosebery," others "a
Harcourt." The Irish party stands aloof,
mowing full well that any change in the
Liberal leadership can do them more harm
,hau good. The war of factious is bitter
enough, but what it will be hereafter it is
not hard to. imagine. Victory for one side
can only incense the other in proportion.
Sir William Harcourt has undoubtedly
treated his chief badly; and if he reaps the
fruits of his tactics, it is not likely that the
admirers of Lord Rosebery will love the
successful intriguer more. Such being the
state of the Liberal factions it is not curious
to find despondency the prevailing note
amongst the rank and file of Liberal politi-
cians throughout the country. They will
naturally turn to such men as Lord
Salisbury, the Duke of Devonshire, Mr.
Balfour and Mr. Chamberlain, for light and
eading in the crucial questions of the
Empire. The evils of political faction
could have no more useful object-lesson
;han the present lamentable condition of
the Liberal Party;
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ROWDYISM AND IMMORALITY.

For a long time past the inhabitants of

Hackney, especially those whose residences

adjoin the open spaces, have been loud in

their protestations against the rowdyism
and indecent behaviour of the youths and
girls who frequent the locality at night.
In vain have our local authorities impressed
upon the London County Council and the
Police Commissioners the necessity for an
increased number of police to cope with the
nuisance, the evil still continues, even if it
does not grow worse, and the stale of affairs
is such tint no respectable pirson can move

out of an evening without running a gaunt-
let of ribaldry and obscenity more fitted for
the lowest parts of Whitechapel or Seven
Dials than a respectable neighbourhood like
Hackney. We would draw attention to a
letter which we publish elsewhere,* from
one who is a victim of this scandalous eviL
Had we published that letter in full, it
would have opened our readers' eyes to the
gross immorality which undoubtedly pre-
vails, a state of things which is a disgrace to
any community. We know not whether
the onus of providing proper oversight rests
with the London County Council or the
Police Commissioners, but between them
the fault o£ the present state of things
most assuredly rests, and we incline to the
opinion that the duty of putting a stop
to this outrageous state of affairs rests with
the County Council. Had it rested with
our own local authorities we venture to
assert that the nuisance would have been
stopped long since. Hackney ratepayers
aave to pay heavily enough in all
conscience, and it is only right that they
should be protected from such scandalous
scenes as are o£ nightly occurrence in the
various open spaces in the district. It is
ligh time that some drastic measures were
taken to put an end to this abominable
nuisance. Fining four youths 10s. each
will have very little effect. What would be
far more effective would be to strengthen
the hands of the keepers by a force of plain
clothes officers and sending every one caught
flagranle delicto for a term of imprisonment
without the option of a fine. In-the mean--
time, if the inhabitants of the district
combine together in making a strong
protest in the proper quarters, there is no
doubt whatever but that the authorities will
be forced to take .action in the matter.
While the present state of affairs continues
Hackney is gaining an unenviable notoriety,
which it certainly does not merit, and it is
sincerely to be hoped that means will
shortly be found to purge the neighbour-
hood of what is undoubtedly a gross
scandal.

BETHNAL Green has lost a very hard
worker, by the departure, after fifteen years
in the East End, of the Kev. the Hon. A. G.
Lawley. For ten years,, working with
conspicuous zeal and self-denial, he had
been Curate - in - charge of S. Andrew's,
Bethnal Green, the parish in which the
Oxford House movement originated. Mr.
Lawley was recently married, by the Bishop
of Stepney at All Saints', Ennismore
Gardens, to Miss May Ethel Donaldson
(daughter of the late Sir Stewart Alexander
Donaldson), whose brother is Vicar of S.
Mary-of-Eton,; Hackney Wick, a parish still
popularly known as the " Eton Mission."

THE following a list of Court days at
Shoreditch County Court for November and
December:—Tuesday, November 3rd, 10th,
17th, 24th, December 1st, 8th, loth;
Thursday, November 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th,
December 3rd and 10th. These are the
dates as at present fixed, but are subject to
alteration by the judge.

MR. CHAKLES CRUFT held his poultry,
pigeon and cage bird show, at the People's
Palace, Mile End Eoad, on Tuesday, Wed-
nesday, and Thursday of this week,- and on
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday next, he
announces a cat, cavy, rabbit and mouse
show at the same place.

JOHN JAEVIS & SONS,
BUILDERS,

Shop & Office Fitters, Joiners, Painters,
Decorators, Plumbers, Gas Fitters,

«KD

GENERAL CONTEAOTORS,
r 253, HACKNEY ROAD, N.E.

'Works—YOBIL MEWS, Yoas STEBET, AND "PLEVNA
^l' WORKS," COLUMBIA ROID, E.

STEAM JOINERY WORKS AND SAW MILLS-
YORK STREET, E.

SANITARY WORK of every description,

"" ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS
With Promptness and Economy.

«3* E S T A B L I S H E D 1850.

Agcnti to the County Fire and Provident Zife Assurance
Companies.

IN the Haggerston Division petition, Mr.
Justice Brucej after speaking of the im-
portance of political lectures and speeches,
expressed himself as follows:—"The
political meeting is an important element
in the education of the people, and I feel
satisfied that it was not intended by the
Legislature to impose any restraint upon the
full discussion of public affairs in public
meetings. Of course public meetings can-
not be held without expense, but in my
opinion, the expenses of such meetings are
not election expenses, unless the meetings
are in some way connected with the election
of the candidate. A meeting that is called
for general political purposes does not, I
think, become an election meeting merely
because a candidate attends it, nor even
because some allusions are made to his
candidature."

MR. WILLIAM A. MUMMERY representa-
tive of Messrs. "Worthington & Co., Limited,
Burton-on-Trent, and London, has consented
to preside at the forthcoming annual dinner
of the North-East London Licensed Vic-
tuallers and Beer Sellers Trade Protection
Association, the head-quarters of which are
at the " Prince of Wales," Bishops Eoad,
Bethnal Green.

CORRESPONDENCE.
Th'. column* of thit Journal are at all time* open to

etrretpondatteforafree expression of their view t, bu
the Editor detirei it to be distinctly understood that

- ke it net to be regarded, at neceiiarily acquiescing
in tfie opinions to put forth.

Whoever a intended for publication must be authenticated
by tlie name and addreu of the writer, not necestarily
for publication, but at a guarantee of good faith.
No notice whatever can be taken of anonymous
contribution!.

HACKNEY DOWNS NUISANCE.
To the Editor of THE MEBCOIK.

Sir,—Last Thursday night four young men were
taken into custody by one of the Downs policemen
lor riotous conduct there, and were fined ten shillings
each by the presiding magistrate at the North
London Police-court.

We, the inhabitants of Queensdown Koad, have of
late been sadly pestered by the conduct of the
young men and women who gather together on the
avenue before our houses, indeed the " plugue" has
been getting worse and worse for the last two
years.

A few years ngo we had a public meeting, and
also petitioned the County Council and the result
was two policemen were placed there every evening up
to about eleven o'clock. The nuisance tras put down,
but of late one has been withdrawn, with the
result that matters are now worse tban ever.

We fervently appojl through you to the district
members of the County Council to protect us from
;his scourge. It is quite within their powers to do
so. I am quite sure if they only knew half the
doings that are going on here they would to a man
rise and clear away this nuisance. Last summer I
asked the policeman to try and keep the young
leople more quiet, but his answer was, "How can I
56 here and over there at the same time ? " He took
me to a part where a most disgraceful state of
affairs prevailed. The officer said he had no power
:o remove them as things were.

My answer to this is if the Council have power to
make changes, as they do constantly, they have
rawer to move these young people to other parts
where they would not be a constant source of
tnnoyance to so many people as they now are.

The conduct of young girls aged from fifteen to
twenty is most disgraceful, would that their parents

could keep them at home.
If you can help us in this matter we shall all of us

Jess you.
"ONE OP THE ACHIEVED."

LEA DANGERS.
To the Editor o/Tnis MERCUBT.

SIB,—To those correspondents who expressed so
graphically their experiences, under the title of '• A
Jea Danger," and who so carefully delineated the
situations of danger to which they had b:en
exposed, whilst talcing their pastime upon that
ireacherous river, it may probably prove interesting

and satisfactory to know, that a letter submitted to
the offices of the Lea Conservancy upon the subject
referred to in the columns of THE HEKCOKT, has
met a kind and considerate response from that
inarter to the effect that the suggestions that
ights, for public safety, should be shown on the
sows of the barges at night will subsequently be
placed before the Board of Conservators. Those
irho have an interest in this matter may hope then
for a favourable conclusion, but still this is only a
surmise. It must be steadily borne in mind that
;he Conservancy has no power over the control of
Darges, but they undoubtedly have an influence and
power of recommendation with those owners whose
:raft navigate the river Lea. If this is so we may
'eel with an amount of assurance that the result
will be a success, and be the means of removing a
danger of some years' standing.

-It may not ba put of province to dwell upon the
treacherous nature of this river, which foe some
considerable time has received a bad name.

The conditions of the river Lea would be very
favourable, if the river itself was at a greater
remove from the metropolis, but being on the
confines of a great town like London, this river is
greatly frequented by rowera and riverside
pedestrians. Even more so has it been since the
diminutive suburb of East and North London of 40
years ago, has swollen to the mighty eastern section
of " Greater London."

The stream itself is somewhat narrow, and
generally very deep, with this it contains subtle
undercurrents, while the bed over which it flows,
bas many holes, which as the sub-currents pass over
act as suckers, on the scale of a miniature
Maelstrom, that in the power of themselves could
arrest even a good swimmer from rising to the
surface. This, no doubt, is one great cause why the
unfortunate individual who should perchance fall in
the river, has the greater number of chances against
bim of ever getting out again.

At one time drownings in the river Lea were of
rare occurrence, but since the population has rirento
such mighty dimensions, the river bas naturally
been more frequented, both by rowers and river-side
pedestrians, and casualties that occur there are
largely owing to the limited space of river stretch,
and the crowding of boats during the summer
months. Even then many dangers could be
obviated, and that by a little care exercised by
rowers. When on Saturdays large congregations of
boats are gathered upon the Lea, strict care might
be taken to keep to the proper side both up and
down. It is frequently owing to the leckless rower
on the one hand and the careless rower on the other,
that fatalities occur. When, as we do at times, see
men racing down a narrow stream, at a speed almost
sufficient to ram a boat, to the peril and detriment
of careful scullers, we cannot wonder at accidents
happening. Moreover should there happen to be
healthy rivalry existing between two boats' crews,
and abreast or in their endeavours to pass, occupy
almost the breadth of river reach, again are rowers
exposed to a great danger.

••' One case I may cite, which took place immediately
below Tottenham Lock, off the flood gate. Three
men heedless of the danger they were exposing
themselves and others to, at horse-play speed,
collided with a boat, which three young fellon a were
pulling; the boat in a moment capsized and sank,
two of the thiee being drowned.

Such gross recklessness on the part of scullers
should be prevented. Enough lives have been lost
between the three mites stretch down from Totten-
ham Lock, and I venture to assert there is not
another portion of any river iu the United Kingdom
of equal distance, that shows such a record of
drownings during the year.
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To prevent this, a restriction should be placed on
that section of the river, concerning regulation and
rale of speed. Then again there ate many deaths
that happen from the banks of the river, sufficient
light upon that matter has been revealed recently in
your contemporary The Hackney and Kingiland
Gazette. To meet apd provide against these sad
accidents the towing path should be kept in a state
of repair, and ihat section of the path between
Verden's boathouse and Tottenham, has been in a
state of sad neglect for many years, the hugh
stones that protrude above the surface of the path,
are not only a danger, but a great inconvenience to
the pedestrian community. It would not cost any
considerable expense to keep life-buoys, placed at
handy distances along the river bank. For it is
between Lea Bridge and Tottenham Lock, that that
poction of the river has rightly earned the name of
the " death trap."

If a little more carefulness were exercised on all
sides, the drownings would greatly diminish, if not
be entirely obliterated.

Yours truly,
H. BTJBDON,

20, Ken ton Road,
S. Hackney.

HAGGERSTON REVISION.

The Eevision of the lists for the
Haggerston Division for the Parliamentary
Borough of Shoreditch was completed on
Friday evening, 9th October.

The result is as follows: —
CONSERVATIVE CLAIMS BADICAL CLAIMS

ASD OBJECTIONS. ASB OBJECTIONS.

Divisions 1,2,3,4

Old Lodgers

New Lodgers

Objection? i

Lodged

151

3!»1

202

33

777

Sustained

136

300

1<JO

30

746

Lodged

105

383

285

6S

Sustained

H2

382

202

37

901 1 733

Conservative claims 716
Radical claims 696

Conservative majority 20

It may be said that the representative of
the Conservative party, Mr. Stanley
Mockett,.called the attention of the Revising
darristev to a number of names that
appeared on the Overseers' List, and upon
satisfactory evidence being given by Mr. G.
J. Protheroe, thirty three of these were
struck off, principally aliens, deads, and
duplicates, these are not accounted for in
the above figures.

IF YOU WANT

HIGH-CLASS BICYCLE
At a LOW PRICE and fleliiered ihenjpromised,

GO 10

G. STEEETER & [SON,
M, ABBORST BD., HACKJIEY.

!j
OFFICES:- |
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Special attention given to repairs, which
will always be completed when promised.

Telegraphic Address, Telephone Ne.
LONDON." 11,065.
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NOTICE! NOTICE !!

WILLIAM FINCH
HAS OPENED A j

GENEEAL AND FAN1CY

DRAPERY ESTABLISHMENT
AT

13, THE
UPPER CLAPTON, j

(One minute's tcalk from Clapton Station),

WHICH WILL BE FOUND REPLETE WITH ALL THfrj LATEST
NOVELTIES FOR THE COMING SEASON;

CEAELES A. CEOOES,
T ALS KINDS Or

SCALES, WEI6HTS, & WEIGHING MACHINES
COFFEE BOXES, TEA CAXISTEES, TREACLE CASS

ISO OIL CISTERNS,

74, BALLS POND 110AD, KLNGSLAND
(NEAE DALSTOM JCXCTIOX). |

Contncta taken fur Adjusting Scaled and Weights by the year.
Ordezs by Peat punctually Attended to. Terms C&ah.

All kinds of Scaled Impaired and Stamped according; to new
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E. TOLLEHY^iY,
FAMILY j

BUTCHEB,

399, MARE STREET, HACKNEY,
!

Best English and Scotch Beef and Canterbury
Mutton. Best Dairy-Fed Pork. Families; waited
upon daily for orders. j

A TRIAL RESPECTFULLY SOLICITED.

For Watches, Clocks, and Jewellery of
every kind, go to 1

F. SIMMONDSi
WATCHMAKER & JEWELLER, i

•-J9, ELSDALE STREET, WELL STBEET,
SOUTH HACKNEY. i

Watch repairs guaranteed 12 months.;

T OCOCK'S
JU
TjTEMALE

•DILLS.

TO LADIES.
These vorld-renowned Fills are manafactured
from the prescriptioa (June, 1850) of; the late
Dr. Locoet, the famous Court Fhjsicl&n, and
Lady's Specialist. The/ are a perfect]/ safe,
efficacious, and thoroughly reliable medicine,
and an ABSOLUTELY INFALLIBLE in
speedily removing anj IBBEOULiEITY or
OBSTRUCTION that mar occur through ft.
health or otherwise. To be ODtaiuai oi all
Chemists, or fomarded securely packed to
boxes, at 1/1 j, a/9, and 4,6 i
Addreis: LUCOCS'S PILL LABORATORY,

10, Southampton Bow, London, W.C.

MARSHALL <fc Co.[
STATION BDILDINGS. HAGGERSTON

Bottling Agents for AMSTEL LAOER BEER, i Gold
Medal 1883 Cross of Honour 1S95. (As supplied to
House of Commons). Imp. pis. 4s., rep. pts. 33.
or in cask Usual cash and trade discounts. >

MR. ALFRED JONES j

EEGISTBAB OP MARRIAGES FOB [THE
HACKNEY DISTRICT (which includes the

whole ol the Civil Parishes o( Hackney and iStoke
Newington), NOBTHWOLD HOUSE, FOST
OFFICE, HIGH BOAD, UPPEK CLAPTON.

LONSBURY COLLEGE
Cl & 63, NIGHTINGALE RD

CLAPTON.

THOROUGH EDUCATION FOR BUSINESS OR PROFE SIGN

Address:

Headmaster, WILLIAM LARKING, BA


