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PITTSB H (AP] — Is Mike
McCurry Teeling any pangs of
. regret for leaving his [ob as While
House spokesman? Doesn't look
like it.

McCurry jumped in the air,
spread his arms wide and shout-
ed "Free at lastl” when he was
asked Monday how he [elt about
quitling his job nearly three

~ weeks ago.

And he doesn’t appear to miss
the boss too wmuch either,
describing President Clinton as
“an enormously gifted and richly
qualified leader for our nation
but someone who s exasperat-
ingly stupid in hts personal life."

He said Clinton's presidency
"will always be marred — stained
— by the episode with Monica
Lewinsky.” . ‘

The speech to about 200 peo-
ple at the University of Pitts-
burgh was McCurry’'s first public
lecture since he left the White
House on QOct. 1.

McCurry admitted he was
duped by Clinton’s initial public
claim that he didn't have an
affair with Lewinsky.

I was aware of the potential
for deception, but 1 just didn'{
want 1o believe he had the capac-
ity to deceive,” McCurry sald.

He spared nao criticism lor the
White House press corps, saylng
he was “literally stunned” in
many press briefings during the
Lewinsky scandal when reporters
failed to ask a single question
about other issues.

KINGSTON.. N.Y. [AP)
Lucille picked a fine lime to leave
B.B. King.

The warm-up act was over and
the blues great was ready to ga
on stage Sunday night in
Kingston, about 55 miles south
of Albany. But the tour bus car-
rying his well-known guitar was
lost.

Mayor T.R. Gallo. who was
among those in the waiting audi-
ence, dispatched police to find
the missing bus and escort it to
the theater. Ten minutes later, an
officer spotted the bus heading
out of towr.

The patrolman flashed his
lights and told the driver, “You're
looking for me, fallow me to the
theater,” said Sgt. James Brophy.

Gerry Harrington, who attend-

- ed the show, said a “fast-moving
police  car, with a fast-moving
bus” approached the theater. The
show.started about 45 minutes
late.

“There were huge cheers”
when King recounted the story
on stage and thanked the mayor,
Harrington said. “Even greater
than when it was announced the
Yankees were beating the
Padres.”

LOS ANGELES {AP) — A line of
athletic shoes and clathing thai
Florence Griffith Joyner was
working on when she died will be
introduced as planned.

The 38-year-old Griffith Joyn-
er, Olympic gold medalist and
holder of world records in the
100- and 200-meter dashes. died
Sept. 21. The cause of death is
still unestablished.

Al Joyner, the 1984 Olympic
triple-jlump champion, safd his
wife had been working since last
year on the “FGJ" collection, par-
ticipating in every step of the
design process. The line is to
appcar at Lady Fool Locker
stores next month.

A portion of the sale proceeds
will go to the nonprofit Florence
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SANTA } (AP) —
Norma Hayduk noticed an
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park bench as she strolled by.

top box office &

LOS ANGELES (AP} — With
Halloween right around the cor-
ner, two films with supernatural
themes were the top draws at -
theaters over the weekend. The
dark comedy “Happiness™ also
did well in limited retease.

Starring Sandra Bullock and
Nicole Kidman as witches, “Prac-
tical Magic” made its debut at
No. 1 with $13.1 milllon on a
weckend that saw an 18 percent
Increase in - business from the
same Liime a year ago.

"Bride ol Chucky” was second
with $11.8 million, the best
debul for any film in the evil doll
series. "Beloved” also debuled
well, finishing fifth with $8.17
million and the best per-theater
average (55,400) of any film in
wide release. )

Mainlaining box-olfice
sirenglh were “Aniz," which col-
lected $11.2 million for third
place, and “Rush Hour,” which
broughi in $8.2 million.

© Making an impressive debut
in limited release was the black
comedy “Happiness.” which
grossed $130.303 for a huge per-
localion average of $21,717.

The top 20 movies at North
American theaters Friday
through Sunday, followed by stu-
dio, gross, number of theater
lacations, . average receipts per
location, total gross and number
of weeks in release, as compiled
by Exhibitor Relations and
relcased Monday:

1. "Practical Magic.,” Warner
Bros.. $13.1 million. 2.652 loca-
lions. 84,941 average, $13.1 mil-
lon, one week. ,

2. "Bride of Chucky,” Univer-
sal. $11.8 million, 2,412 loca-
tions. $4,905 average, $11.8 mil-
lion, one week.

3. "Antz," DreamWorks, $11.2
million, 2,903 locations, $3,863
average, $51.4 million, three
weeks, .

4. "Rush Hour,” New Line,
$8.2 million, 2,724 localions.
$93,028 average, $109.9 million,
live weeks,

3. "Beloved,” Disney, $8.17
million, 1.501 locations, $5,440
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average, $8,17 million, one week.

6. "What Dreams May Come,"
Polygram, $6.4 million, 2.506
locations, $2,555 average, $41.1
nillion. three weeks.

7. "A Night at the Roxbury,”
Paramount, $3.8 millien, 2,169
locations, $1,760 average,.$23.4
million, three weeks,

8. "Urban Legend,” Sony, $2.9
million, 2,063 locations, 81,400
average, $30.9 million,' four
weeks, ‘

9. "Ronin,” MGM/UA, 52.8
million. 1,982 locations, $1,415
average, $35.4 million, [lour
weeks.

10. “Holy Man,” Disney, $2.4
million, 2.013 lecations, $1,200
average, $9 million, two weeks.

11. "There's Something About
Mary.” 20th Century Fox, $1.9
milllon, 1,416 locations, $1,320
average, $164.8 million, 14
weeks.

12. "Saving Private Ryan,"
DreamWorks, $903,995, 851
locations,  $1,062  average,
‘$187.7 million. 13 weeks.

13. "One True Thing,” Univer-
sal, $809,360, 1,072 locations,
$755 average. $21.8 million, five
weels, ; f

14. "Everesl.” MacGillivray,
$666,134. 63 locations, $10,574
average, 546.5 million, 33 weeks.

15. "Simon Birch,” Disney,’
3584,874, 708 locations, $836
average., $16.3 million, six
weeks. . :

i16." "Armageddon.” Disney,

$536.506, 653 localions, 8822
$199.6 million, 16

average,
weeks. Lo

17. "The Negoliator,” Warner
Bros., $524,544, 734 locations,
8715 average, $43.7 million, 12
weeks. )

18.  "Blade,” New Line,
$393.574, 544 localions, $723"

average. S$B67.7 million, nine.
weeks, ‘ '
19. "The Impostors.” “Fox

Searchlight, $350,216, 162 loca- |

lions, $2.162 average, $1.2 mil
lion, three weeks. _ ;
20. "The Mighly,” Miramax,
$347,453. 129 locations. $2.693
average, $472.616. two weeks.

Court won’t remove ‘Huck

inn’ from reading list

SAN FRANCISCO (AP} — A fed-
cral appeals court has rejected a
black woman's request to remove
"Huckleberry Finn" and a Willlam
Faulkner story from the required-
reading list at her daughter's high
school. :

Courts cannot “ban books or
ather lterary works from school
curricula on the basis of their
content ... even when the warks
are accused of being racist,” the
9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
said Monday.

The court allowed the parent,
Kathy Manteiro. to sue the Tempe
Unfon High School District for
allegedly failing to respond to
complaints that white students
were harassing blacks with racial
slurs and graffiti.

But the judges sald the Ar-
zona schooel could not be required
lo remove the books as a way to
reduce harassment. '

Ms. Monleiro had sought to
remove  Mark Twain's “Thc
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn™

and Faulkner's A Rose for Emiiy"
from the required-reading list for
ninth-grade English classes.

She wads unhappy that her
daughter, now a senior at McClin-
tock High School. had to read
books which repeatedly use the
word “"nigger,”

The lawsuit said the assign-
ment of the books discriminated
against black students, created a
raciaily hostile environment and
caused an increase In harass-
ment. ‘ .

U.S. District Judge Stephen
McNamee dismissed the lawsuit
in January 1997, saying he was
aware that the language in the
bocks was offensive and hurtfu]
but did not find their assignment
discriminatory. '

The appeals court said a stu-
dent's constitutional rights  are
violated when a book thal has
educational value, as determined
by the school district, is reroved
from a required-reading list by
threat of a lawsuit.

* So naturally she looked,

Inside was $100 and a note
that read: “Hello. Yes, this is for
you and yes, this is for real.
Money comes in my life and [ am
grateful for it. This is my way for
me to express my gratitude. We
live in a vast and infinitely abun-
dant universe. There is more
than enough for all of us, Enjoy,
a friend.”™ ‘ = o

She ran back to her husband,
Kenneth, to-show him what she
had fourid.

~I've never run into anything
like this before,” said Kenneth
Hayduk. "We sure can use this.
We're just average folks.”

.Hayduk, 51, is'a heat, ventita-
tion and air conditioning techni-
cian apprentice. Mrs. Hayduk,
48, is a customer service repre-
sentative. o

Hayduk said he hopes whoev-
er left the money knows it was
appreciated and that yes, the
recently married couple will
enjoy it, - '

"l guess there are some
decent, caring people left in the
world,” he said. "l don't know
what else to say.”

DURHAM, Maine (AP} — Den't
call anyone a dirty rat in June
Harding's home. That would
insult her pets. C

“They're actually very clean,”
Harding said recently as two of
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. - - W .

Bone Density Testing will be available at Val Ve
_Center, 801 Bedell Ave,, on Friday,

scanning device moves over the hi
ture. This will be interpreted by o
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and down her arms and neck.
“They can live in dirty surround-
Ings, but they keep themselves
very clean and they're sweel and
they're not vicious.” :

They're also Intelligent and
affectionate, she sald. In her
three years as a rat owner, Hard-
Ing says she has never been bit-
ten. .

She has elght Norway rats
with names ltke Zorro, Velvet,
Molll, Elizabeth and Little Bit,

" "They know their names, and

they're like kids; they come when
they want to,” Harding said.

She breeds rats, but only sells
to people who want them as pets.
‘I make suré they're not snake
food,” she said.

Harding recently attended the
North American Rat and Mouse
Club internationat competition in
Hershey, Pa., with 200 other
enthusiasts,

It was Harding's third conven-
tion and she tock her three male
rats. They all placed In various’
categories. ‘ )

Peler Bear was recognized not
for his size but his general good
demeanor, placing fourth in the
“pets” category,

A couple of years ago, Molli
placed = “"Most Inquisitive”
because, Harding said, “When
they opened her cage, she ran
right over to the judges.”

. MILFORD, Mich. (AP) — The
alligator could take being
arrested — until he got a look
at the police officer's shoes.

v
Serican Flearr
At 103

Val Verde Regional edical Cente
Bone Density Testing

Osteoporosis Screening

W
A—
——
-—
-

* More than 25 million Americans have osteoporosis
* Four out of five of them are women
* Osteoporosis is the cause of over 1.3 million fractures annually
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her eight pet rals scurried up

A 72

A truck driver spotted the 3
foot alligator sunning itself Mon
day afternoon on a road near Ml

ford, 40 miles northwest D,
Detroit. The trucker called police
after managing to tape the rep’
tile’s mouth shut. Co
“The trucker was preity
gutsy,” Officer Tim Seguin said:
“But alligators are coid-bloodeq,
80 they're going to be pretty slug-
gish around this time of year.”
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rde Regional Medical
October 30th. To schedule an appoint-
ment contact VVRMC Radiology Department at 775-8566 Ext: 121. The
procedure is relatively simple and takes approximately 5 minutes. The -
p area, producing a color graphic pic-
ur Board Certified Radiologist. Test
results are given to the patients and their family physician. We will bill
your insurance, Medicare or accept check/cash. '
' An affiliate of the Methodist Healthcare Sysf‘em'
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