
Rat Rap 
By Rat Rapper, Leona Pasley 

Geri Hauser 

Geri Hauser, for those of you who don ' t know her, is our 
secretary and motherof our founder, Karen Robbins. She 
also allows us to keep our Association home office at her 
house. 

Now when it came time for me to interview Geri for 
this article, I was very excited. I figured I could find out 
the real scoop and get some exciting information. So here 
it is, this is what I found out. 

First of all, Geri was raised on a farm in Illinois. She 
said that it was way out in the country, way out. It was 
so far out that they rarely had visitors, or did any visiting. 
I guess that would explain why Geri is so quiet. 

She and her husband of 38 years, Harley, moved to 
California in 1963 when both of their girls were small. I 
forgot to find out where they first settled, but I know they 
lived in Garden Grove for a while before Riverside. 

I asked Geri when the girls began their adventures 
with animals. "Well lets see, I think Karen was about 8 
or 9," and as usual, it started with a cat. She went on to 
say that she had been living with animals for over 25 
years now, but I'm sure she wasn't talking about the girls. 

Debbie, her younger daughter , and three 
grandchildren live in Las Vegas. Ah ha! "So, do you like 
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to gamble?" I asked, waiting anxiously for her to answer. 
"No, it's boring. You win a few nickels here, you put 
them back in, you win a few more there. I want to win a 
lot of nickels, you know." 

So let 's see, my next question, "What other interests 
do you have besides AFRMA?" as if anyone could 
actually have other interests. Geri said she enjoyed read­
ing but rarely had time for it. But her real love was 
hanging out at the mall and "Shopping till she dropped!" 
I knew I could find a wild side to her if I asked enough 
questions. She also said that a trip to the mall wasn't 
complete without stopping to get some cookies. 

Now when Geri isn't hanging out at the mall or taking 
care of things for AFRMA, she is tending to her own 
brood of rats which include such varieties as Jumbos, 
Rexes, Dalmatians, Blues, and she is currently working 
on Blue Agouties. 

Thanks Geri for all your help with the club and for the 
interview. 

Rat Rap is where you will meet various members of 
AFRMA through Leona's interviews with them. d 
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The Zebra Mouse 

By Michael Emerson, Burnham, ME 

The Zebra mouse, actually known as the Striped grass 
mouse, have 11 species and/or sub species. I have as yet 
been unable to determine the species that I have as it does 
not seem to fit any of the eleven given species. 

As a rule they are 6Y2 inches. Plus another 8 to 12 
inches of tail. The hind legs are very powerful enabling 
them to jump at least 24 inches straight up from a stand 
still. Of interest I found that the hind feet have three long 
toes with a toe bud on each side. Due to their kangaroo 
type legs, they move with a sort of bunny walk. 

Body color varies from species to species. So I 
describe just the ones that I have. There is a dorsal stripe 
of muddy chocolate, then on either side there is a strip of 
rich chestnut tan, then the muddy chocolate, then the 
chestnut, and so forth down the body. As the stripes 
proceed down the body, they get lighter-the chestnut 
becoming almost creamy-white in color. The belly is 
white. 

The body is thin and longish, giving a rather sleek 
look. The ears are small and rose petal shaped. Eyes are 
big, black, and bold. The nose is long and narrow, ending 
in a blunt point. 

Breeding I am told is rather difficult; as for one, the 
female may kill the male. I am told they need a large cage, 
a wheel, and a quiet room to breed. I have provided all 
of these but no luck yet. 

Estrus lasts three to five days. Gestation is 21 days, 
with a new litter every 21 to 25 days. The litter consists 
of 1to12 with 4 or 5 average. I asume they are born rather 
advanced as they open their eyes at six to eight days and 
start eating at 14 days. 

Males are sexually mature at two and one-half 
months; females at about five months. They breed until 
14 months old and live about two and one-half years. 

As for feeding, it can also prove quite a task as Zebra 
mice tend to be fussy. So far I've found them to eat gerbil 
seed mix or a mixture of bird seed, guinea pig pellets, 
sunflower seeds, and peanuts. They also nibble on lab 
blocks, as well as apples, grapes, and kiwi fruit. 

I've housed my trio in a 20-gallon long aquarium with 
a wheel. The water bottle is protected as they chew. I've 
also provided hay for nest material. So far they seem 
happy and healthy. 

NOTE: Some states may have laws against keeping 
exotic animals. Check with your local Department_ of ( 
Wildlife and Inland Fisheries. D' 

Helpful Hints 

From Wanda Wilson, New Cumberland, PA 

Sta-Pure sells a soda pop converter tube cork-cap as­
sembly for about $1.50 each. They fit on any soda bottle 
-2 liter on down to 10 oz seltzer bottles. You never have 
to worry about a replacement bottle-just have a soda. 
They also have IO-gallon tank lids at $15 each and 
aluminum water bottle guard holders for about $1 each. 
Their regular bottle (plastic with tube in several sizes, 
bird to bunny) are about $1 and new plastic bottles to 
replace pet shop $4 ones are 35 cents! They will happily 
send a catalog and price list if you call Sta-Pure at 
1-800-872-7507. They do want you to do a $50 order, 
but you can go together, etc. If you want to have me get 
an order together, let me know. For example, paying $3 
shipping cost, six pet shop type bottles would only be $7 
or so. Send me your order and the money plus $3 for UPS 
if you want. (First get a catalog toll-free for prices and 
order numbers.) Wanda Wilson, 603 Brandt Ave., New 
Cumberland, PA 17070-1838 (717) 274-2554. 

Do you have a hint that works for you? Share it with !he ( 
readers! Send them to the Editor. f!:Y 

A "baby" mouse at the O.C. Fair! 
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