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This is a continuation in the series. 

June 4, '86 
Eldorado has had a couple of litters, but none survived more than a day or two, 
and I'm not sure why. I hope that yellow color isn't linked somehow to a lethal 
gene. 

The yellow color goes through stages. As babies, when the fur is just coming in, 
they look like satins with a brilliant gold sheen. As the fur grows out, it 
loses the sheen and becomes a paler yellow. About a month later, they go through 
a "beige phase", during which time it's hard to tell them from beige. I began 
to panic when that happened, but suddenly the yellow returned, but much darker, 
close to the baby color but without the satin sheen. In the right light, the 
yellow becomes gold, like 18 carat gold, deep and shiny. The color is really 
quite distinctive and falls somewhere between beige and fawn. 

June 20 
Smidge and Smudge produced two of the sweetest babies this time! One is black 
(will probably turn chocolate), and the other is white. The black one was a 
runt until I culled the litter and left only the two babies. The white one was 
always fat, but you should see it now! It's about twenty-five days old, is 
twice the size of the black one and is as wide as it is long! I've never seen 
such a roley-poley rat! The runt got fat, too. It's small, but it's fat! The 
best part is that they are both sweet as can be, which is highly unusual, since 
Smidge and Smudge are half wild from Scatter and Chatter and their offspring have 
never been really tame, even as babies. Cottonball and Fudge (the babies) are 
slow moving, gentle and friendly, every bit like a pure domestic. 

June 29 
One of Ratthing's kids had an interesting baby. It's sorta beige, but not quite. 
It's paler than my usual beiges and isn't a yellow. Could it be a cream? At. 
times it looks almost white, but has ruby eyes. I named it Creampuff and it's 
a sweet little thing. All of Ratthing's kids turned out sweet, very tame and 
friendly and Creampuff is the best of the lot. Ratthing, herself, has become 
impossible to differentiate from a domestic in temperament. The wildest rat in 
her cage is Marky Poo Too, one of her kids, and he isn't all that wild, just a 
bit skittish. Flakey (with the short tail) anti Ruffian were born friendly and 
have stayed that way. I'm certain it's Ratthing's temperament that made the dif
ference, since these are half wild. 

Of the other half wilds, how they turn out depends more on how much they get 
handled than on the temperament of the parents. They are very amenable to 
taming and, once tamed, tend to remain that way, but the process must be started 
very early, preferably when their eyes first open. The best are from the Choco/ 
Wildthing line. The ones from Smidge and Smudge very quickly revert to wild if 
they aren't handled a lot every day. They're a bunch of Schizos. Even sweet 
little Cottonball has gotten a bit wary of being handled. 

Spook is wierd. I gave him to Smokey (domestic female) as a mate, mostly be
cause Smidge had chewed his tail to ribbons before I could get him out of her.' 
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