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RAISING FANCY M I CE 
AN INEXPENSIVE HOBBY , 

By W. L. Cotta 

HAVING· resumed the breeding. of 
fancy mice after a lapse of 20 

years I write these lines to ac
quain't others with the virtues of this 
.smallest and daintiest of animal pets. 

First, the breeding of fancy mice, 
in the almost endless array of beauti
ful colors, is probably the least ex
pensive of any hobby involving live 
stock. They are not difficult to feed 
or rear, and certainly not at all fussy 
about their pens, which are also small 
and inexpensive to make. 

Good breeding stock may be had 
for as low as 50 cents each, up to 
two or three dollars per pair. I have 
very nice ·breeding boxes, equipped 
with my own design of sanitary 
drinking fountains, home-made, for as 
little as 25c each box, complete, ex
clusive of labor. One can, if he 
wishes, construct somewhat more 
elaborate and ornamental boxes for 
less than $1.00 each. 

The little mice themselves are very 
interesting and attractive, become 
quite tame and affectionate when 
handled gently, and are one of the 
cleanest and most immaculate of pets. 

I know many do not consider a 
mouse as a really clean animal. 
But misunderstanding of animals is 
usually due to our failure to see 
them as they really are. Many of us 
would rather ding to a prejudice than 
give credit where due. Anyone who 
has watched a mouse groom himself, 
from end to end, several times daily, 
is due for a surprise. These little 
fellows are really well groomed at 
all times, and all they need to remain 
so is clean shavings for the box, and 
clean food and water. They detest 
sloppy feed and quarters. 

For real action, on a SJl\all scale, 
colored mice have all pets beat. A 
new generation is born 21 days after 
mating, compared with 30 days for 
rabbits and 65-72 days for cavies. 
The young does are ready to mate at 
6 to 8 weeks and litters may run from 
4 to 10 or more. 

Now the colors! All of the known 
colors in raibbits and cavies are dup
licated in mice-plus many attractive 
colors not known in other small ani
mals. Each color is, in fancy mice, 
most delicately presented. My lilacs 
are a soft shade of pinkish, dove gray, 
a real pastel. The eyes are ruby. 
Then one of the prettiest of all is 
the golden yellow with ruby eyes. 
The young are golden buff for about 

.3 weeks, then .gradually take on their 
intermediate coats, becoming bright
er and richer up to maturity. 

There are softly colored Silver 
Browns with cream throat and belly 
and dark eyes. English Red Belgian 
hares, chocolate of a very rich tone. 
Many pretty varieties of spotted mice, 
blue and white, red and white, choco
late and white, etc. 

I am especially attracted to some. 
mauve colored females with ruby 
eyes. They are very glossy blue-gray 
with a pinkish cast, darker than lilac 
mice. 

One beige colored youngster, I will 
not try to describe the hue, just soft 
glossy beige with garnet eyes. A 
clear champagne silver male with lav
ender undercolor and amethyst eyes 
is soon to become a sire--mated to a 
mauve and cream female. Here is 
where I start my study of mouse 
genetics. 
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MEAT SUBSTITUTES 

(Continued from page 22) 

government -approved a n d contain 
sufficient animal protein alld vitam- · 
ins to provide really · good nourish
ment for the pet. 

There is one large packing compa
ny which maintains a laboratory 
manned by expert nutritionists where 
for 10 years the problem of supply
ing the best types of dog food has 
been studied. The food riow offered 
is dehydrated. It comes in a paper 
box and needs only the addition of 
water to restore it to its original 
moist state which is quite palatable 
to both dogs . and cats. This food, 
when rehydrated, looks like rich, red 
cylindrical pellets of chopped meat. 
It contains fresh meat by-products, 
soy flour, wheat, barley, edible bone, 
salt, and fish liver oils-all fortified 
with vitamins. It has been careful
ly prepared and has proven its worth 
in furnishing a balanced diet for pets. 
In the research kennels of the meat 
packing concern which makes it, 460 
dogs have been raised on it and no 
other food. The dogs, of many dif
ferent breeds, enjoy excelJ.ent health, 
and prove conclusively the value of 
this type of feeding. 

If the dog or cat won't eat the new 
food right away, we repeat, add bits 
of food it does prefer to start with, 
gradually diminishing the amount of 
this until it becomes wholly accus
tomed to the new type. 

According to Dr. L. D. Frederick, 
one of the country's outstanding ex
perts on animal diseases, and Dr. 
H. E. Robinson, noted nutritionis\ 
and expert on animal diets, few dog 
owners until recent years worried 
about what their pets ate. Now 
most dog owners are aware that 
definite canine nutrition problems ex
est. Conscientious modern dog own
ers, say Drs. Frederick and Robin
son, realizing that their pets lead 
more restricted lives due to several 
factors, feel obligated to arrangt 
careful diets for their pet;. 
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PETS - ANIMALS 
Mexican Donkeys (Burros) Young Ta.me. 

Special for children to ride Oll--------$30.00 
Black Spider :Monkeys. Tame with collar 

and chain ---------------------------- 35.00 
Snookum Bears, tame, with collar and chain 25.00 
Snookum Bears, semi-tame ________________ 15.00 

E!oney Bears, Mexican, tame with collar and 
chain --------- - ------------- --------- 50.00 

Marthen, tame with collar and chain ______ 45.00 
KinkaJou, tame with collar and chain ______ 40.00 

Armadillos, tame ------------------------- 2.50 
Ant Bears, tame (drink milk) ______________ 40.00 
Ocelot (tiger cats). semi-tame ______________ 35.00 

Black Squirrels -------------------------- 5.00 
Orange Squirrels ------------------------- 5.00 

SONG BIROS 
Mexican Red Crested Cardinals, red color birds, 

2 for $12, $15 pair or $45 dz. of males. 
llf&lcan Yellow Hooded Siskins (with black color 

on top) 2 for $12; $15 pr. or $45 doz. males. 
Mexican Yellow Hooded Siskins (with blue color 

on top). 2 for $15 or $50 dz. of males. 
Mexican Jilgueros. Choice singers, $15 each or 

2 for $25 or $100 doz. 
Mexican Clarinos, Choioe singers, $15 each or 

2 for $25 or $100 doz. 
Mexican Canaries, male sitlgers, guaranteed t.o 

sing, $7.50 each or $70 doz. 

Terms: Cash with Order 

TONY CAVAZOS 
Box 516 Laredo, Tex. 

REPTILES 
For 25c: Horned toad, chameleon, baby 

turtle, fen1ce lizard, treefrog, 
newt, or small snake. 

For 4-0c: collared lizard (medium), tiger 
salamander, alligator lizard, 
adult painted turtle, or pair 
Mexican dressed fleas. 

For $1.00: ten different miniature glass 
animals from Mexico. 

For $1.75: bullsnake over 4 ft,, baby 
alligator (postpaid), or eight 
different kinds of amphibians 
and reptiles (home zoo.) 

Instructive 52 page hobby catalogue 5c; 
current reptile li·st Sc, (8 issues 25c). 
Live delivery guaranteed. 

QUIVIRA SPECIALTIES CO. 

Winfield, Kansas 

ATTENTION 

PET DEPARTMENTS 
• 

Anything and everything for 
your Pet department 

or Pet shop. 
Get on our mailing liat
read our sales increasers. 

• 
The World's largest complete 

Nalional Pet Supply Company 
31at & Olive, St. Louia, Mo. 
We try to make your dollars have more 

cents. 
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THE FASCINATION OF THE GOLDEN AND 

CINNAMON AGOUTIS 

THIS week our ·"leading article" 
concerns two varieties of the 

Agouti group, the golden Agouti and 
the cinnamon or brown Agouti. It is 
written for us by our friend, Mr. F. 
A. Hignell. I would mention that the 
other varieties classed in this group 
are the grey or blue Agouti and the 
Chinchilla. The Agouti has sometimes 
been described as the "coat of many 
colours," the reason being that the 
variety forms the ground work for the 
production of various colours. Dr. 
.Kerr has pointed out for us that the 
golden Agouti is really a cultivated 
mouse of the wild pattern. This, of 
course, is quite true, but it is by this 
cultivation that we have produced a 
coat which is . so distinctive 1by the 
'carrying of its riich golden colour with 
very definite ticking. I merely men
tion this from the judges' ,aspect. The 
Agouti must not be over-datk but 
must have the golden colour well pro
nounced. 

"I 'am sure (says Mr. Hignell) 
that 1all ·breeders of Agoutis and Cin
namons will agree that for a fascina
ting hobby there can be so little to 
beat these varieties. Perhaps not so 
popular as .they might be, although 
I cannot agree with many correspon
dents who say Agoutis lose their pop
ularity because they resemble the 
wild mouse in colour. This is very far 
from correct, and, to my mind, very 
misleading. What can look better 
than Agouti of the proper shade with 
the sheen of coat not often seen in 
other varieties and with wonderful 
eyes s tanding out like beads. Surely 
.its comparison with the wild mouse 
is like comparing a wild pony with a 
race-horse. 

"One of the moSlt interesting fea
tures of these breeds is thecolourmix
ing-i.e.,Cinnamon,Agouti and Red- . 
as from my experience the mating of 
one colour together does not bring sat
isfactory results. Hence comes in the 
red, but if this is used anything but 
carefully you will meet with light 
f eet. Also make sure that your Red 
carries both good ears and tail. Reds 
often fail in these respects. 

"To try to explain the breeding and 
blending of these colours would be a 
long and complicated job, but if it 
would be of any advantage to begin
ners I would offer the following as a 
guide. Wh<\n purchasing stock always 

get the best you can afford and of a 
reliable strain. If you need assistance 
in this respect I am sure our secre
tary will put you right. Always p.ay 
attention to undercolour and feet, 
which should, as far as possible, be 
the same colour as the rest of the 
body. Never breed with a mouse 
which does not car1·y good ·hindquar
tel'S and a good tail, which should be 
at least the length ·of the body. 

"The question of numbers of young 
to rear with a doe is rather a prob
lem as the colour of the young does 
not show up to the proper degree un
til the first moult. I usually keep 
four of the largest .and destroy the 
test, except when I wish to save the 
whole litter. In that case I use a fos
ter. This foster should be a "large doe 
and should have heen proved to be a 
good mother. Always remove young 

(Contirvued on page 66) 

A "Hand" 
Michigan-Please put my ad in 

ALL-PETS, 1but first I want to give 
you a "hand" for putting out a great 
magazine. The Last ad I put in for 
Porns and Manohooters sold every
thing I had ito sell at that time. I 
like the articles Marie Lyons writes 
very much. My thanks to her.
Ray Wrisley. 

Memo. I I 

The deadline for Classified Ads 

is the 15th of the month. Be sure 

to print or typewrite your copy. 

-NOTICE-
104 Beautiful full color different National 
Wildlife poster stamps, sizes 2'Ai" x l'h" 
Twenty are 2%" x 2%" Bargain at .SOie 
or 3 sets for $1.00 (Send Fifty le Stamps, 

E. K. PETRIE 
2454 Sunnyside Ave. - Chicago, Ill. 

M. 0. or $1.00 Bill) 

REMEMBER 
to print or type 

your classified ad copy. 

fp 
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SWAPPERS 
TRADE PUREBRED CHINCHILLA 

Heavyweight doe, bred if desired for 
bred steel gray or black Flemish Giant 
doe or-?-Bill Dana, Viewpoint School , 
Amenia, .New York. oc43 

TRADE PHOTO BOX CONTESSA Net 
te! 5x3% inch Compur shu tter. Lens 
Schneider Xenar F. l. ; 5.5 Grou nd g lass 
l yellow filter, 1 wide angle, 1 portrait 
attachment, tripod. Want savage rifle U . 
S. carbine 30.- M. I. Manlicher Stutzen, 
or what have you ?-R. Lenk, So. Cairo, 
New York. se43 

SWAP STANDARD WHITE FACE 
Black Spanish Lakenvelders. Brown, Red 
games. Black Minorca Bantams, 1943 
hatched. Want good Bantams.-Thomas, 
1205 East 40th Street, Savannah, Geor
gia. oc43 

'"ADE RABBITS, FLEMISH GIANTS 
and New Zealand whites, Elngli sh cavies, 
llaunie goat, prairie dogs. For parra
keets, cage birds, aviaries, supplies, ban
tams or ?-K'lith Palmiter, .Alfred Sta
tion, N. Y. oc343 

AKC REGISTERED FOX TERRIER 
Female, Four Years Old. Pair Khaki 
Campbell ducks; White Silkie Cocks. One 
Bronze, one ·black Gazzie Modean, one 
White King Cock, al show type. Trade 
for male and female pedigreed New Zea
land White Rabbits or Mille Fleu r Ban
tams of exhibition type. - H . C. Lee & 
Son, Pond Creek, Oklahoma au43 

HAND CARVED CANARY BREED
ing Cage, White kitt-ens, Canaries, Ca
vies, Mice, Rats, Rabbits, Bantams, Baby 
Ducks, Chickens, P heasant hatching 
eggs, novelties for Silkey Cock, Electri!C 
fan , Watich, Eleictric Train equipment, or 
wha.t.-White Animal Farm, Pine Point, 
Maine. a u43 

52 LESSON SPANISH GUITAR C-0urse, 
for Golden Collie pup, or Red Persian 
kitten.-Olive Barnes, La Pryor, T exas 

a u43 

WANT.ED: BOX TURTLES THAT ARE 
al·binos, or very unusual in shell shape 
or coloration. Also animal or reptile al
binos, sports, freaks or hybrids. Offer in 
exchange 16 lesson books course in photo
graphic journalism, books on cartooning 
a.nd .illustration, nature magazines, mar
i·ne 1Curios. DeSlCribe what you offer. -
Ralph Hadley, Lowry City, Missouri. 

au43 

PERSIAN CATS RED NEUTER, FINE 
pet. Also Blue male pedigreed for rab
bits, does, stat-e breed. - H. Richards, 
Swan Lake, N. Y. se43 

TOO LA TE TO CLASSIFY 

THREE-HUNDRED EGG INCUBATOR 
used one year. Write for details. -
Clare Sorenson, Amboy, Minnesota. 

au4~ 

BARBS, 5.00 PER PAIR; ALSO BLUE 
barless Homers, Belgian strain, $5 pair. 
Will trade for Bantams. - Wm. Bona, 
2240 S. Marshall Blvd., Chicago, Illinois . 

au43 

FASCINATION OF AGOUTIS 

(Continued from Page 62) 

bucks at. four to five weeks old. The 
does can be left a couple of weeks lon
ger. Should any novice desire any in
formation regarding the mixing of the 
col•ours I should •be pleased to do my 
best to furnish it. 

"I have often been asked what made 
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me take up mouse breeding as a hob
by and why I took to Cinnamons. 
Well, the first mouse I had was giv
en to me by a boy to whom I had 
given a rabbit. I took it that this was 
meant ·as a little appreciation. I took 
this mouse to our local show, but did 
not get a card. My friend, J .im Ellis, 
to whom I owe a lot of my success, 
gave his opinion a.nd very kindly of
fered to start me off on proper lines. 
At that time I had my shed full of 
rabbits, but ·as interest increased I 
gradually reduced my rabbits, so that 
to-day I only have one doe, but close 
upon 200 mice, and Cinnamons still 
hold pride of place. Recently I have 
added more Agoutis than usual. To 
anyone interested in mice and doubt
ful of a breed to keep I would sug
gest a few pens of Agoutis. I would 
.also like to appeal to breeders to 
support the guara.nteed A.O.V. classes 
at .all coming shows. By so doing ap
preciation will 1be shown ·and also it 
will he the means of keeping several 
of the most interesting varieties 
alive." 

Mr. Ralph Blake rooently wrote to 
me and said: "I have been most in
terested lately in the correspondence 
tings on to my old friend, Mr. A. G. 
Beeston, who in my mouse days ibe
came interested in the subject and 
several times visited the late Walter 
Kilminster's mousery with me. The 
standardized varieties never appealed 
to him much, :but the elusive Tricolour 
did, ·and he put much time and 
thought into the matter. He wrote me 
.as follows: 'Thanks so much for the 
cuttings, it is very nice of you to 
remember my old mouse days and how 
I tried for •so long .a time for the three 
coloured ones. I am, of course, still 
deeply interested in the problem. If I 
could get some genuine stock at a no
minal figur>e I would have · another 
shot at it. I have read .and re-read 
the articles, and, like the writers, 
deem it a terrific gamble, but still ibe
lieve that some d.ay someone will 
found a s train of Tricolours.' " 

Mr. Beeston's address is "The Cor
ner Bungalow," Kings Stag Stu'rmin
ster. Newton Dorset, and Mr. Blake 
says perhaps his old friend of the last 
war, Mr. J. Durham, would like to 
get in · touch with rvir. Beeston. Also 
probably others who .are interested in 
the fascinating problem would like to 
write to Mr. Beeston. Mr. Blake con
cludes by saying that he hopes one 
day when accommodation :permits that 
he will be able .to be ·back with ·the 
long-tails, as it is such ·a grand hob
by. - A. C. Jude, F•ur and Feather 

August, 1943 

SHAVINGS, HULLS OR 
GRASSES, GOOD LIT-

T E RS FOR M IC E 
When one thinks of buying bedding 

or litter for mice, one must remember 
that it must be absorbent and of such 
nature that the mice-can make a nest 
of it if they desire to do so. 

Probably t he most widely used litter 
for mice is shavings-white pine, or 
any other soft wood. Cedar shavings 
mixed with other shavings, will help 
to keep down any odor that might 
come from the mice. Oak, maple and 
other hardwood shavings are not 
suitable because they do not absorb 
moisture very fast. Shavings are 
•probably the cheapest of the litter. 

Srtays Dry is 1a fairly good bed
ding. You no doubt know that this is 
made from sugar cane. My experience 
with Stays Dry has shown that the 
mice are inclined to eat this bedding. 
Upon performing an autopsy of the 
mice, I found that pieces of fiber were 
protuding from the intestines of the 
mice. As far I could see, this did not 
seem to harm the mice to any great 
extent. Stays Dry is very absorbent 
bedding, but is quite expensive in 
some p;i.rts of the country. 

P eanut hulls are very good for 
litter. .Some large mouseries use pea
nut .hulls instead of shavi,ngs be
cause they are able to obtain them 
at a lower rate in certain parts of 
the country. 

The best litter I have found is oat 
hulls, but unfortunately they are very 
hard to obtain in the east. In the mid
west oat hulls are plentiful and cost 
very little. 

For the mice that are very nervous 
use hay such as June grass, for litter. 
The mice will very often make their 
nest in a litter of this kind. These 
mice should not be distur.bed until 
their young ar~ old enough to run 
around. Paper torn "-in small strips 
also can be used in the same manner. 
as hay. E xcelsior is good for this pur
pose also. 

Grain hulls also make a good litter. 
'Peat Moss is also very good but 

is ·very expensive in most ·parts of 
the country.-Frederick Jones, Jr. '' 

NEWSPAPER AD LAUGHS 
"W,anted: A man to open oysters 

that can ride .a bicycle." 

Keep Up With 

The News of Your 
Fancy By Reading 

ALL-PETS 


