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MOUSE MUSINGS

By ROBERT H. BROWN

LATELY I have been very busy and

did not have quite enough breed-
ing pens in my mousery. For this
reason I have allowed does to have
their litters in the same cages with
other mice. In none of these cases
has any of the litter survived. This
just proves that the doe must have a
cage of her own before she has her
litter, I have learned a lot since I
started breeding mice. This fall, up
in Northern New York, the nights
have been very cold. My mice have
been in an unheated building all the
time but I have given them clean dry
hay frequently and have had no
deaths,

Another thing that I learned is not
to be surprised to find several differ-
ent colors in one litter. Recently I
mated a black buck and a blue doe
and they had seven youngsters. Of
these I kept four. I picked these out
and drowned the other three before
they were old enough for me to tell
exactly what color they would be. It
happened that the four mice which I
kept were all of a different color.
There was a blue doe, a black doe, a
Champagne buck, and a Chocolate
buck. The Chocolate was not very
good because he had light ears, feet,
and tail. I learned that this is a com-
mon fault with Chocolates. The other
three mice were excellent specimens.
I always find it interesting to note
the different colors that one may ob-
tain by mating different colored speci-
mens,

There seems to be a lot of interest
in mice all over this country and I
have even had a letter from Canada
concerning fancy mice. Through my
advertisement of the booklet, “Mice
Beautiful” I received a great many
letters asking for a copy of the book-
let and in all these letters I noticed
that there was a great deal of inter-
est being created in exhibition mice.
In one letter I was asked if one must
attend a show if he wished to exhibit
his mice. I do not know if this point
is clear to everyone or not but a per-
son need not go to the exhibition in
order to show his mice. When the
show is announced, the name and ad-
dress of the Secretary of the Show is
also announced. By writing to the
secretary, the fancier can obtain the
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information and details concerning
the show.

There seems to be a good market
for exhibition type fancy mice. The
idea of breeding winners and then
selling stock appeals to a great many
people. I always tell the fancier that
if he can breed mice better than the
others he will have a market because
fanciers that intend to breed fir ex-
hibition themselves like to get their
mice from the best possible strains,
and this is only natural because if a
beginning fancier does get good foun-
dation stock he will be more apt to be
successful. I recently received a let-
ter from Mrs. Blowers, the Secretary
of the National Mouse Club (Eng-
land) and she tells me that for the
best exhibition stock she gets two and
one-half dollars per mouse. Now, Mrs.
Blowers has about twenty thousand
mice so one can see what a large out-
put she must have weekly. She sels
to laboratories and also to fanciers
who wish to breed for showing, She
told me that she was in the hores
that some American fancier would
send an order for about twenty mice
and this would be a good amount to
ship. Anyone can see that this would
be a great help to the fancy because it
would bring into this country some
good mice that would be apt to win
in the shows. Perhaps several fan-
ciers can get together and place an
order of about twenty mice.

This brings to mind another ques-
tion which I have been asked by sev-
eral fanciers: must one show his
mice in the regulation type show cage.
Most people agree with me that fan-
ciers should be allowed to exhibit in
any cage, in which the exhibit can be
easily seen and easily taken out. Mrs.
Daniels says that she has asked Mrs.
Cobb to take action in this matter and
I agree with her that this would in-
crease the number of exhibits at a
show.

The Breeding Season for fur and
feather opens with our March issue,
out about February 25th. Take ad-
vantage of the inereased flow of mon-
ey for supplies, stock and remedies
during this season and place your
advertisement in this coming impor-
tant issue. Write today for adver-
tising rates. Forms for March close

on February 15th.
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Our membership continues to grow
steadily and it is now nearly 60. All
mouse fanciers should join—the an-
nual subscription being only $1.00 per
year, or 50c¢ for those under 18. Mem-
bers are requested to look up their
receipts and send in their 1938 sub-
sceriptions. If you have mislaid your
receipt, write to me for the amount
due from you.

Boston Show: Just before I wrote
these lines Mrs. Cobb told me that
there had been 102 mice and 5 rats
entered—nearly twice the New York
entry. This is very encouraging, but
it must be remembered that some
half-dozen members are responsible
for the majority of entries, and their
generous support is appreciated.

The Mouse Fancy would benefit to
a greater degree of more exhibitors
were to send in their stock, and I
urge every member to enter at least
a few mice at every show within
reach. I know that here at Boston
several fanciers entered their mice
without even considering whether
their stock had a chance of winning
—this is the true fancier spirit. We
must all do our bit and not leave the
success of the show to a few willing
stalwarts. Few realize the amount
of work to be done — classes
have to be drawn up, printing ar-
ranged for and plenty of behind-the-
scenes work. In this respect I wish
to refer to Mrs. Cobb and Mrs.
Cochett, who judged the Boston
show, and who in many other ways
has been instrumental in forwarding
the Mouse Fancy. This month I
should also like to pay tribute to
Miss Amy Blanchard who judged

FOR SALE
FANCY AND WHITE MICE. FOR
pets or profit. Pairs. Quantities. — Tom
Herluge, Rensselaer, N. Y. ap3s

JAPANESE WALTZING MICE. PURE
bred Black and White spotted. Burgess,
Union Road, Cheektowaga, New Yro;?,(.

e338

FANCY MICE; 100 VARIETIES. DOMI-
nant and Receulve Waltzers. Dominant
Brachyury, Bent-Ttails, Hairless, Naked
and exhibition Astrex.—Sunshine Mousery,
Manatee, Florida. aul23s

WHITE MICE. ANY QUANTITY. CON-
tract for your supply now. — w B.

Hover, Germantown, New York. fe638

WHITI MICE — STANDARD TYPES
and rare mutations., — Albino Mousery,
Manatee, Florida. Jyi1238

WALTZING AND FANCY ENGLISH
Mice. Delicate colors. Rats. Cavies.
“Daniels”. Grafton. Massachusetts. ju638

WALTZING MICE — FINE STOCK.
Many colors.—H. W. Feldman, 211 Dana
Avenue, Hyde Park, Massachusetts. ap338
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Boston a year ago. She was the first
to join me in forming a committee to
found the Mouse Club and has sup-
ported the movement by a lavish ex-
penditure of time and money. These
efforts should not be taken for
granted but should serve to inspire
us to do likewise.

Considering future shows: I won-
der if the members realize that the
securing of these shows is really
their business? If, for example, you
live in a big city, there surely is a
livestock society there. You should
approach them to learn if it wouldn’t
be possible to have mouse and rat
classes at one of their shows. I, as
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secretary, and others of the commit-
tee, will gladly correspond with such
organizations and do our best to
smooth out any difficulties that might
arise. So, fellow members, look about
your neighborhood and see what you
can do in this respect. We want
more shows—especially in Chicago
and St. Louis where many members
could exhibit. Don’t leave everything
to the committee, for they can’t do
by writing what you can do through
personal contacts. Let our motto for
1938 be: “More shows and bigger
ones in every part of the country.”—
Rev. R. W. Ferrier, Hon. Sec'y.

THE REAL FANCY MOUSE
By R. W. FERRIER

HESE few lines are written to

help the novice who is breeding
Mice for exhibition to know what to
look for, and what to avoid, in his
stock; and, while it is impossible in a
short article to deal with everything
or all varieties, some points of im-
portance may be examined. One of
the first things a beginner should
learn to do is to examine his Mice
closely, and compare them ecritically
with the standards laid down in the
American Mouse Fanciers’ Club’s
handbook. We are all apt to assume
our Mice are perfect, but, when we
begin to examine them thoroughly,
we can notice certain faults which
had hitherto escaped our attention.
Let us look at some of them.

TYPE! This term often causes be-
wilderment, but it really refers to the
shape and general build of a Mouse.
(See General Remarks, page 1. in the
A. M. F. C. handbook.) Two types
of Mouse will be noticed: the first
which is not desirable, is ultra-long
and slim, usually accompanied by a
long neck, a long pointed nose, and
ears too close together. The second,
and correct type of Mouse has a
plump, curved, body, practically no
neck, large upright ears, free from
creases and set well apart, with a
nose of medium length and sharp-
ness. Small ears are ugly, so select
for breeding Mice of the right type,
and avoid the long, slim Mouse with
its many faults.

TAILS & FEET: The tail should
be long—the longer the better—and
should emerge from the body in a
small cone, and taper to a fine point.
It should not look as if it had been
stuck into the mouse as an after-
thought. A short tail is usually blunt
at the end, and, though often found in

Red Mice, may to a large extent, be
eliminated by selective breeding. In
all self, tan, or ticked Mice, the whole
of the ears, feet, and tail should be
the color of the body, any ticking ex-
tending to the feet and belly. The
ears of a Dutch mouse should be the
color of the body markings, the front
half of the hind feet white, and the
tail parti-colored.

COAT: Two kinds of coat will be
observed. The first, and correct, is
short, smooth, and glossy; the second,
to be avoided, has long guard hairs,
which give the Mouse a rough appear-
ance. Retain for breeding those Mice
which have the sleekest coats, and
discard the others.

SIZE: Large Mice, if shapely, are
much more beautiful and attractive
than are small specimens. Size, so ne-
cessary on the show bench, may be
obtained by breeding from large par-
ents, not too old, and by not leaving
more than three, or five at the very
most in the case of a doe known to be
a good mother, in the nest. Never use
a small weak Mouse for breeding,
however good it may be in color or
markings.
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$1.50 Postpaid
East of Miss.

Aipproved two-piece Cage for your pet mice.
Size,
sliding mesh top. Carefully constructed of
galvanized mesh
Electrically welded
added strength.
SIMPLIFIED CLEANING—merely lift from
our sanitary pan—sift the mesh bottom—
dump pan of used sawdust or bedding, and
replace.

ABBOTT PRODUCTS, P.O.Box 53, W
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When writing to advertisers
please mention ALL-PETS,

EXHIBITION MICE PICTURE

In their natural colors.

We are offering reprints of the September 1937 ALL-
PETS cover design of 10 exhibition mice, printed on
excellent quality paper suitable for framing at 15
cents per copy.

Mice fanciers should proudly display this fascinating
picture in their homes or offices. Nothing like it has
ever been published before in

Sent postpaid
ALL-PETS MAGAZINE

2810 South Michigan Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

EXHIBITION MICE

At present | have a few pairs of
fine Chocolate and Tan Mice — a
beautifu! variety at $1.50 pair.

Shortly | shall have some Self Choc-
collato. ilacs and Black Dutch avail-
able.

A new edition of J. Woods’ “Mice”
is being issued and copies will be
sent to all purchasers as soon as they
arrive here. 30c pp.—A real Fanciers’

Book.
REV. R. W. FERRIER
Stockport, New York
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MANATEE
MOUSERY

FANCY MICE
ALL COLORS

Make fine pets.
Need little care and feed.

Howard Jones

324 Central Street
PALMETTO FLORIDA

$1.75 Postpaid
West of Miss.

THE “SANI-TRAY”
MOUSE CAGE

8x8x8, with built-in feeding shelf and

in a rcrust proof frame.

throughout, insuring

Another approved product of

ERTOWN, MASS.
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