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WEANING WHITE MICE 

• 
WHEN are mice old enough to be 

taken away from their mother? 
Should mice be separ;ated according 
to sex when placed in the weaning 
pen? How long should they be left 
in the weaning pen? When can they 
be mated? 

These are questions which almost 
every mice breeder asks at one time 
or another. And it is extremely im­
portant to know the answers to these 
questions in order · to successfully 
raise white mice. They have a direct 
effect upori· the health an<l growth, as 
well as the breeding life of the mice. 
A knowledge of what to do at this 
period insures the breeder of having 
good strong offspring and litters that 
are not below normal. Since these 
questions are of prime importance in 
breeding, let us find the answers to 
them. 

Young white mice should remain 
unmolested in the ·breeding pen for 
a period 0f about two and one-half 
to· three weeks or let us .say about 
16 to 2:1 days. Up to that t ime they 
are kept with their mother, and 
never ~ouched or removed, not even 
in the cleaning of the pen. 

Af.ter this period of time they are 
ready to be placed in the weaning 
pen. By this time their bodies are 
roughly, about one and one-half inch 
in length. They are now separated 
according to sex, that is the males are 
placed in different pens than the fe­
males. This is absolutely necessary 
in order to be sure of having good 
healthy mature stock. · If the males 
we.re not kept apart from the females 
they would after awhile, begin to 
molest the females. 'rt would have 
a tendency to make the females very 
nervous and excitable. The growth 
of the mice would be affected thereby. 
It is often this too early mating that 
causes females to destroy their off­
spring at birth or to have litters 
which will be scanty and weak. There­
fore, they should be separated and 
remain in different pens until they 
are from six to eight weeks old, when 
the raiser' ·can place the males with 
the ' feml!ies·· for breeding and without 

harming or bringing injury to them. 
Another precautionary measure 

which should be taken <luring the 
weaning period of a mouse is in not 
overcrowding the pen. When they are 
this age they are very active and do 
quite a bit of running, jumping, and 
climbing. This, of a necessity, de­
mands that they have amI>1"! room 
for their activities. lt given a suffi­
cient amount of room they will grow 
and thrive much ibetter than if over­
crowded. at all. 

Therefore, let us always keep in 
min<l to (1) leave the young in the 
breeding pen for 16 to 21 days, ac­
cording to their size and develop­
ment; (2) to sepamte the males from 
the females when placing them in 
weaning pen; ( 3) avoid overcrowd­
ing.-J. M. Herbert. 

RODENT MYTHS 
Proving the myth that a White 

Mouse in the home will keep it free 
from black members of the species is 
a very interesting subject to dwell on. 
Discussion and debate rate highly 
as to the distant relation of albino 
Mice and the common home or black 
mice. 

I have conducted eX'periments with 
each of these distant related rodents 
anod recall on one occasion, when one 
<lay I saw an invader slip through a 
knot hole in the floor of my mousery, 
that it was much similar in many 
respects to the albino Mice which I 
have raised for the past decade for 
experiments in medical centers. At 
that time, I decided to prove to myself 
the true facts about both species. 

I quickly placed a wire box trap 
on the floor and snared the jntruder. 
I placed the captive black in a cage 
with a female albino Mouse and no­
ticed at first no inclination to fight on 
either species part. I was very sur­
prised at the conduct of both Mice 
because I had •placed them in such 
close relation to each other immed­
iately after catching the black Mouse. 

In many instances I recall among 
my albino Mice, that when a male or 
female Mouse placed in different 
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ca-ges, they were inclined to fight. At 
times I had to remove the strange 
mouse from the close contact for a 
few <lays by placing it inside a small 
wire box inside the cage. 

Knowing these facts, I was amazed 

EXHIBITION MICE 
Beautiful Black and Tans, $1.50 a pair, 
from my winning buck. Real Reds, 
$2.50 a pair. 
Get one of these books: Dr. Kerr's 
splendid book on Fancy mice, 75c pp . 
J . Wood's "Mice," 30c pp, 
Professionally made breeding cages, 
drop fronts, less than halt price. 
Others, equally cheap. 
Join the American Mouse Fanciers' 
Club, $1.00 a year, 50c under 18. Club 
handbook sent to each member. 

REV. R. W. FERRIER 
Stockport, New York 

WHITE MICE 
Fine Quality 

Als o White R a ts. Specializing in 
Wis tar Stra in of White Rats. 

Write for complete 
details and prices. 

(/) 

DENHAM LABORATORY 
SUPPLY 

BOX 606, DOWNERS GROVE, ILL. 

EXHIBITION MICE PICTURE 
In their n a tura l c olors. 

We are ofl'eringi reprints of t he Seotember 1937 .ALL­
PETS cover design of 10 exhibition mice, pri,nted on 
excellent quality pai>er suitable for framin g at 15 
cen ts per copy. 
Mice fanciers should proudly display this fascinating 
picture in their homes or offices. Nothing like it has 
ever been published before in America. 

Sent postpaid 
ALL-PETS MAGAZINE 

2610 South Michigan Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

MANATEE 
MOUSERY 

FANCY MICE 
ALL COLORS 

Make fine pets. 
Need little care and feed. 

Howard Jones 
324 Central Street 

PALMETTO -:- FLORIDA 
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to see how friendly these two distant 

related Mice were. They became very 

friendly from the start and in three 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
FOR SALE. 5c per word, 1 time. 

weeks the result was a litter of solid •c per word per month, 3 times. 
black Mice that had all the charac- 3c per word per month, 6 times. 2c per word per month, 12 times. 
teristics of the male parent. WANTED ADS: 2c per word, 1 time. 

3 times for the price of two. 
12 times for the price of six. 

I have always had the theory that Twelve times for price of six. 
lb . t th 'Id R t d Cash with order. a mos are o · e Wl a s an (Forms close on the 15th of the month 

Mice as a very tame house •Cat is -t(f . · preceding Issue.) 

the tiger family and proved it in this 

experiment. I had some-how hoped 

to produce a litter of black and white 

Mi"Ce. However, I was unsuccessful in 
this, .because none of the litter showed 
any signs of being partly white. 

Through this experiment I had 
proven the myth about rodents and 

know that albino an<l many kinds of 

White Mice and Rats are used suc­
cessfully for the development of ser­

ums in hospitals, universities, and 

medical centers all over the world 
but could not be used successfully 
for keeping homes free from black 
members.-J. P. Keller. 

WHITENESS IN RABBITS 
The most common sort of white­

ness, in rabbits, is the pink-eyed 

type, as seen in Polish. This is 
brought about by the operation of a 

single gene, which, somehow or other 

inhibits the production of an en­

zyme (or ferment) whi'Ch must be 

present in the animal if color is to 

show up at all. The gene behaves 

as a simple Mendelian recessive to 
what we may regard as the normal 
gene for full color production-that 

is to the production of both black 

(or rather melanic) an<l yellow pig­

ment. It also behaves in the same 
way towards "Chinchillation,'' "G'host" 

and "Himalayanism." The four char­

acters, Full Pi·gmentation, Chinchill­
ation, Ghost and Himalayanism, are, 

in fad, best regarded as a series of 
steps towards complete albinism 

(pink-eyed white). In the Chinchilla, 

only yellow is eliminated. In the 

Ghost, yellow and some black. In 

the Himalayan, yellow and black, ex­

cept where bla"Ck shows up at the 

points. And finally all pigment dis~ 
appears in the pink-eyed white. 

Cleanliness is of greatest import­

ance in mouse breeding. Keep your 

pens clean and dry. Use a bedding 

and clean out the .pen once or twice 
a week as needed. Keep your feed­

ing containers clean, scald them and 

wash well, and keep your mousery 

clean and well ventilated. 

WANTED 

WANTED: PLAIN, HEALTHY ANI· 
mals for resale. Rabbits, Cavles, Rats 
and Mice. Write before shipping. Ville. 
Alba Laboratory, Delphi. Indiana. ma1239 

WANTED: INTERESTED PARTY TO 
cooperate in building up small animal 
industry, $15,000·$40,000 year volume. In 
Chicago, New York, Baltimore or Boston 
areas. Describe acreage and present 
buildings.-Irvin W. Dietrich, Box 248, 
Fayetteville, Arkansas. de238 

WANTED: PLAIN, HEAL THY ANI· 
ma! for resale. Rabbits, Ce.vies, Rats 
and Mice. Write before shipping. Vil­
le. Alba Laboratory, Delphi, Indiana. 

me.1239 
CAVIES WANTED: 8 TO 10 OUNCES, 

any sex. 17 to 20 ounce males only. 
Stamped envelope or postal card for 
quotations.-Tilden James, Box 175 Han­
over, Pennsylvania. 'de1239 

RABBITS 

When writing to advertisers 
please mention ALL-PETS. 

FOR SALE 
RABBITRY SUPPLIES, FEED AND 

water crocks, tattoo outfits, salt spools. 
Catalog 3c. Stamp.-Broad Brook Rab· 
bitry, Brattleboro, Vermont. ja39 

TATTOO ' SETS, 40c; 100 RAZOR 
Blades, 60c. - Banderman, Higginsville, 
Missouri. de1239 

PEDIGREED CHINCHILLA RABBITS. 
Nice, Healthy Juniors. Reas onable prices. 
-John Makary, 339 Mountain Street 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. ja39 

MAKE MONEY WITH ANGORA 
Wool Rabbits' Rai se the kind of wool 
that pays! Clay Super Woolers give 
g•owers best r eturn. Write Now!-Clay 
Farms, Box AP, Sharon, W ashington . 

ma1239 

FOR SALE: WHITE NEW ZEALAND 
Rabbits. Homer and Fantail Pigeons. 
P.easonable. - Frank Heimke, Kaukauna, 
Wisconsin. ma339 

PED•GREED PRIZE WINNING SIL­
ver Blue Martens. English Cavies. -
Giehrer's Marten Ranch, Honesda.Ie. 
Pennsylvania. ja39 

BEAUTIFUL, VERY RED AND SOME 
"qually excellent white New Zealand rab­
bits, from registered prize-winning breed· 
ers, for sale at bargain prices. Large, 
vigorous, well boned stook. Write for full 
particulars.-Chas. E. Pond, 142 Laguna 
St., Santa Cruz, California. ap1239 

NEW ZEALAND WHITE RABBITS: 
Young, large, healthy type. Excellent 
breeders. Price $1. 75. All ages.-Eldon 
Zimmerman, Rte. 4, Box 5, Tomah, Wis· 
consin. jy38 

CHECKERED GIANTS, CHEAP. -
Betty Urban, Ushers, New York. fe339 

NEW ZEALAND WHITE AND CHIN· 
chilla Rabbits. Choice, young, large, 
hea lthy type. Buy the best . Priced right. 
-Joseph Cox, Valencia, Pennsylvania. 

ja39 
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RABB[TS (Cont'd.) 

2,000 ANiMALS, RABBITS, CAVIES, 
Pigeons, Pheasants, Pit Games. Instruc­
tive. Illustrated folder. 10c. - Deedle'a 
Animalry, Rte. 6, Fayetteville, Arkansas. 

de238 

RED AND WHITE NEW ZEALAND, 
Heavyweight Havanas and Chinchillas. 
Choice Stock. Reasonable. - Jess Stro­
snider, Mount Washington, Ohio. rny639 

BRIGGS NEW ZEALAND WHITES. 
Best for commercial breeding. - Glen 
Briggs, Madison, Wisconsin. sel239 

CA VIES 

FOR SALE 

GUINEA PIGS: WORLD'S FINEST 
Breeders. Contract to buy your young. 
-Hal Sheetz, 646 S. Meridian St., Indian­
apolis, Indiana. j~1239 

ENGLISH CA VIES-GOOD HEAL THY 
stock for breeding and laboratory pur­
poses. -C. H. Benfer, 608 West Lemon 
St., Lancaster, Penna. jy1239 

CAVIES: BRED FEMALES - EXTRA 
males. Belgium Racing Pigeons, priced 
right.-Richard Mohler, 914 Linden, Bur­
lington, Iowa. fe339 

GUINEA PIGS: HEALTHY GRAIN• 
fed Breeders . The Stein Cavlary, New 
Braunfels, Texas. ma1239 

GUINEA PIGS, RATS, MICE, PIGEONS. 
-Dr. A. Converse, Richmond, Indiana. 

ja339 

ENGLISH CAVIES, SOLID AND 
mixed colors.-Julius Northup, Norwich­
town, Connecticut. ju639 

WORLD'S LARGEST CAVIARY. OFF· 
ers extra fin e short haired English Breed­
ers. Also laboratory Cavies. No order 
too large-none too small. Personal at­
tention given each order. Mailing address 
-Box 1615, Orlando, Florida. Wire ad· 
dress-Winter Park, Florida. ja39 

FOR SALE, ENGLISH CA VI ES. 
Guaranteed hea.lthy breeders and la bora ­
tory stock. - Chester Adams, Route 2, 
Spencer, Wisconsin. ja39 

FANCY MICE 

FOR SALE 

WHITE, WALTZERS, FANCY MICE. 
Pair or quantities. Stamp for list.-Tom 
Heritage, Rensselaer, New York. ju1239 

MICE FOR SALE: RED, BLACK, 
Blue, Lilac and Champagne colored Mice. 
Breed from winning stock. Also other 
Mice as pets, cheap. A. R. Adams, 
Lincoln Park, New Jersey ap1239 

WALTZING MICE: Fl NE STOCK· 
Many colors.-H. W. Feldman, 37 Warren 
Avenue, Hyde Park, Massachusetts. ja339 

JAPANESE WALTZING MICE. FANCY 
Colored Mice, all colors.-Burgess, Union 
Road, Cheektowaga, New York. fe639 

FOR SALE: WHITE MICE AT 60c 
each, male or female. Special Prices to 
Laboratories.-Ed. Schwing, P. O. Box 
71, Harrison, Ohio. au1239 

WHITE MICE FOR SALE. FOR PETS 
or Laboratories. Also Rabbits, Cavies. 
Write.-Lake Village Animal Farm, 6238 
S. · Wells St., Chicago, Illinois. au1239 


