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This department is devoted to pets which do not otherwise
have a special section in the magazine.

The Fancy Mouse

BY A. C. JUDE

FIRST OF A SERIES

An invitation to write a series of
articles for “All-Pets”, gave me much
pleasure, and as President of the
“National Mouse Club” of Great
Britain, I take this opportunity to
offer best wishes to all American
fanciers. :

The breeding and exhibiting of
fancy mice in the United Kingdom
ranks as one of the most popular
sections of the great Fancy. This is
understandable, for as a small live-
stock hobby the fancy mouse offers
a number of advantages. The initial
outlay is small, as are the upkeep
costs. No elaborate accommodation
is needed, and relatively large num-

_ bers can be housed in small space.

Feeding is cheap and easily prepared.
The fact that mice breed quickly,
and all the year round, is an added
advantage, especially for those in-
terested in exhibiting, or in the study
of genetics and color inheritance.
These articles will be primarily
for the novice who has, or is just
about to purchase his first mice, and
who wants to know how to keep them.
The cultivation of small livestock as
a hobby, creates a world-wide bond
among fanciers, and many new friends
will be made, so that no one enter-

ing the Fancy will ever regret such a

step.

Fancy mice breed at an early age,
and continue to do so prolifically all
their lives. For those who wish,
therefore, to go in for experimental
breeding, this is a distinct advantage,
as besides having plenty of material
with which to work, they will only
have a short wait for results. The
results, of course, must largely de-
pend on the study and trouble taken
by the individual, but if the simple
advice given in these articles is fol-

lowed, endless pleasure will result,
and it will be found that the keep-
ing of fancy mice can be an all-round
profitable hobby.

For the un-initiated the thought of
fancy mice will conjure up visions
of the efforts of small boys to keep
smelly little animals in their bed-
rooms which are always getting
loose and scaring the wits out of the
female members of the household. It
is true, of course, that mice could
create a smell if the owner fails to
look after them properly. This, how-
ever, can happen with all animals if
they are not properly attended to,
and in any case, it is the buck only
that will give offence if cleanliness
is not observed.

The ideal housing is some outdoor
shed or brick building. The only mat-
ters needing attention are that the
building must be damp-proof and free
from all draughts. A good light is
of course necessary so that the fan-
cier may work and carry out inspec-
tion to the best advantage. These
things, and a strict attention to ab-
solute cleanliness will provide all
that is necessary from the general
housing point of view.

Fancy mice kept in the house
should be cleaned out every day,
but if a separate bulding is used, the
whole box, with the exceptions of
the corners, may be left for perhaps
a week. But the corners of the box
should have daily attention. This will
result in dry atmosphere, and the
prevention of any possible offensive
smell.

Where an outdoor building is used,
it is a good plan to fit a wire-netting
door just inside the entrance door.
This serves two purposes. First, it

(Continued on Page 77)

o
Ui

How to Raise, Train and Care for

100 Different Pet Animals

Illustrates, describes. e tc..
100 pets from chameleons to
monkeys to pigeons, fish, ants,
etc., etc. Answers almost every
question for almost every type
of live pet. Wonderful give-away
with pets: gets you a 15¢ sale
instead of answering a free
question. Less bother, more
profit. Every pet owner wants
this Handbook. Attractive cover.
Covers all the uncommon pets

as well as common ones—just
about every one you can think
of. Answers breeding, raising,
health, housing problems. How
to keep pets indoors and out-
doors, about starting an aquar-
ium, terrarium, etc. 78 photos

and drawings. A popular book
with everyone, whether they own
pets or not. Over 100% profit.

Sample Booklet, 15¢

Wiolesale price $1.00 doz. plus 10c postage; $7.25

per 100, plus 45c postage. Jobbers Prices on 1000
or more.
JOHNSON SMITH CO., Dep. PET, Detroit 7, Mich.

SALE — FLYING SQUIRRELS

Beautiful little animals, make the most
lovable pets. Or will buy any you may
have.

L. E. GREESON
3228 Hiatt Place N.W., Wash., 10, D.C.

Ferrets & Ferretting

51

All-Pets Book Dept., Fond du Lac, Wis.

Breeding, Housing,
Training, Working,
management, dis-
eases, etc.

MEXICAN DESERT

RESURRECTION PLANTS

(NEVER DIE PLANT)
MIRACLE OF NATURE
OPENS BRIGHT BEAUTIFUL GREEN

SOFT MOSSY TYPE

100 assorted sizes for $3.00
Small sizge .. ol $15.00 thousand
Medium & small size .. $20.00 s
Large & medium size... $30.00 g

HARD CYPRESS-LIKE

LEAVES TYPE
100 assorted sizes for $5.00
Medium & small sizes.. $25.00 thousand
Large & medium sizes.. $40.00 ¢

ALL CHOICE PLANTS
FOR IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT

Antonio Cavazos

1318 San Eduardo Ave., Laredo, Texas

We offer a fine selection

of
TURTLES SNAKES LIZARDS
NEWTS MICE HAMSTERS

CHAMELEON CHAINS

Animal cages, watering tubes, Biological
Curios and Supplies. Mexican goods—
odd plants. New wholesale catalog 58 free

to dealers.
Retail Catalog ............ 10c

Direct importers and exporters

QUIVIRA SPECIALTIES CO.
4010 W. 21st St. Topeka, Kansas
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permits the outer door to be left
open during warm weather, for ven-
tilation is of utmost importance, and
secondly the wire netting door will
keep out any stray cat or dog which
would otherwise cause much havoc.

During very warm weather the
boxes of mice should be placed as
near the floor of the building as
possible, and a little water may be
sprinkled on the floor to keep the
air buoyant.

The best type of breeding box is a
quite simple wooden one. The best size
for two does and a buck, or for a
doe with her family, is 18” x 9” x 8”
high. Smaller boxes are not advised,
for mice are active little creatures,
and need sufficient space to exercise
in. Then again, a smaller box does
not allow for good ventilation, with
the result that condensation takes
place to excess on the sides and lid.
On no account should the inside of
the box be painted. It is better to
allow the bare wood to absorb what
condensation there may be.

The front end of the box should
have a rectangular piece cut away
at the top. This should be about 5”
long and 3” deep. The opening must
be covered on the inside with per-
forated zinc. The lid of the box
should be made so that it fits inside
the box, and to prevent it falling
in, nail two strips of wood to the
lid, each two inches from the ends
of the lid. The strips may be one inch
square, and must overhang the lid
and so rest on the sides of the box.
The strips also allow stacking of
boxes without loss of ventilation. The
lid should have a hole cut away in
the middle about 6” x 4” which, too,
must be covered on the inside with
perforated zinc.

The box is now complete except
that a partition must be placed 4”
from the back of the box for nest-
ing The partition must reach right
across the width of the box, and be
about 31%4” high. If possible, arrange
that the partition is removable, as
this will help to make a good job at
cleaning-out time. A good layer of
sawdust, and a supply of clean sweet
meadow hay completes the breeding
box.
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An Open Letter

(Continued from Page T4)

Next month I want to continue
my open letter to all those who are
interested in the pet business by dis-
cussing some of the other questions
you have asked. I will attempt to
cover: How much money is needed
to start a pet shop, where to buy
good pets wholesale and other such
things that I feel will be of general
interest.

Until next month, I remain
Yours very truly,

J. B. Roberts, Jr.

“MEXICAN DONKEYS”

BURROS

Youngest, cute,
gentle, suitable
for boy or girl
up to 6 years
to ride or drive
$40.00 each.
Young, gentle,
for older chil-
dren to ride or
drive . . $35.00
each.  Adults,
gentle, for
adults to ride
or drive . . $40
each. Mother
with cute baby,
gentle, for
$70.00.

“Youngest”

ALL IN SOUND HEALTH

PROMPT SHIPMENT
LIVE ARRIVAL GUARANTEED

PRICES F.0.B. LAREDO, TEXAS

ANTONIO CAVAZOS

1318 San Eduardo Ave., Laredo, Texas

MONKEYS

FOR PETS

Complete line of Finches, Mynahs,
Shamas, etc., etc.

Wood Ducks
White Mute Swans
Barhead Geese
Comb Ducks
Demoiselle Cranes

Skunk Kits
Lion Cubs ;
Deer

Large variety of live Reptiles, and
also preserved Herpetological
Specimens

For complete details write to

CHASE

WILD ANIMAL FARM
EGYPT, MASSACHUSETTS




