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[his department is devoted to pets whieh do not otherwise

have a special seetion in the magazine.

Skink Lizards

BY IAN HARMAN

The Skink Lizards are a very large
family, containing about 400 species,
of which about a dozen or so are
quite commonly kept as pets. Some
of these rather strange-looking liz-
ards are legless, and others have
small legs which seem quite inad-
equate in proportion to their large
bodies.

But Skinks are lazy creatures, and
like best to just lie idly in the hot
sunshine, protesting feebly when dis-
turbed by opening their mouths and
hissing, or just waddling or gliding
slowly to another spot.

Their characteristics are that the
body is covered with rounded scales,
beneath which there is a kind of bony
armor. Their eyes all have round
pupils and well-developed lids. Their
heads are covered with symmetrical
shields. None of them appear to
climb trees or enter the water, but
live in dry, almost desert places.
They feed on insects, grubs and, in
some cases, fruits and berries.

As pets they are among the easiest
of reptiles to keep. They have a
phlegmatic disposition and accept a
life in captivity readily enough, and
though not particularly brainy they
are not as stupid as they look.

The Common Skink, SCINCUS
SCINCUS, is about 8 inches long,
with no claims to beauty at all. It is
an odd-looking thick-set lizard with
a wedge-shaped head which seems to
be attached to the body without any
connecting neck. It has a tail which
is thick at the base, short in propor-
tion to the body, conical and pointed.
It has smooth scales and short limbs,
and lives in north Africa.

This is perhaps the most active of
the Skinks, and when wild it burrows
into the sand if frightened. They

will do this in captivity, if given a
chance, so it is best to lodge them
in a case with an inch or so layer of
sand and no other shelter. They love
the sunshine and will come out and
bask when their home is stood in the
sun. They drink, but do not bathe, so
only a small water container need be
provided. Food should consist of
flies, cockroaches and similar insects,
maggots, and perhaps tiny pieces of
raw meat.

The Eyed Skink, CHALCIDES
OCELLATUS, is a rather more at-
tractive reptile, with smooth glossy
scales. The color varies from brown
to olive, with a bronzy hue, and is
marked with small black spots with
a white dot in the center from which
the lizard gets its popular name. In
its habits this skink is very similar
to the common species, and requires
a sunny vivarium, with a sanded
floor. It feeds on insect - fare, and
must not be put in with any smaller
lizards, otherwise it may eat them.

Aldrovandi’s Skink, EUMECES
SCHNEIDERI, is an attractive mem-
ber of the family, which comes from
Palestine, Egypt and Persia. It is
brown, spotted and striped on the
back with red or golden brown. The
lower parts are golden orange.

Aldrovandi’s Skink is of a gentle
disposition and makes quite an at-
tractive pet, and does not appear to
show the cannibalistic habits of some
others of its family. It will eat, be-
sides insects, mollusks, such as slugs
and small snails. When eating snails,
it cracks the shell all over with its
teeth, then by vigorous shaking gets
rid of the hard parts and swallows
the soft portion.

These Skinks, coming from Africa,

(Continued on next page)

THE FANCY MOUSE

(Sixth of a Series)

By A. C. Jude

(Editor’s Note: The last previous
article in this series appeared in the
December, 1950 issue.)

Having gained experience through
the breeding of his first few litters
of mice, the fancier will now be
anxious to realize his ambition to
place on the show bench some spec-
imens which are likely to score in
good company. The ambition can only
be reached if the two parts of prep-
aration are properly carried out.
First the right kind of animal has
to be carefully bred for, and secondly,
this must be thoroughly prepared for
show in the ways accepted as leg-
itimate.

We will leave the breeding prep-
aration for a while, and consider the
actual show preparation of the an-
imal produced.

To score on the show bench condi-
tion of the mouse is of vital im-
portance, for without “condition” no
animal can possibly show off either
its type or color to best advantage.
For healthy condition the first
thought must be for feeding. The
soft food should be reduced, and if
possible, replaced by green food. A
pinch of white millet and a few
seeds of hemp two or three times
during the week before the show are
very helpful, and, of course, washed
and air dried meadow hay given fresh
every day is essential. Slightly un-
der-feed for a few days rather than
over-feed. The exhibit must be kept
slim and racy looking.

If feeding is right more than half
the show preparation is done, for
the good feeding will result in the
animal’s alertness and in its coat
condition. A mouse that sits about in
its cage looking sorry for itself will
never catch the judge’s eye.

It is always well to keep a special
box or two into which intended ex-
hibits can be placed for a week or
two prior to a show. These boxes
should be much deeper than the or-
dinary breeding boxes, but must be
well ventilated. The boxes should be
lightly filled with very clean sweet
hay, with a small proportion of straw
mixed in. This, if cut into six-inch
lengths, will keep the hay open and
assist the ventilation. Overheating
must definitely be avoided even
though reasonable warmth is needed.
The larger boxes allow more exercise
for the exhibits, and if the oats and

(Continued on next page)
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Syria and similar hot places, cannot
withstand our winters, and their
vivarium must be kept warmed with
a heater, thermostatically controlled,
or an electric light bulb. In any case
good bright lighting must be sup-
plied as the lizards must be fed all
the winter, and they only feed under
the influence of warmth and sun-
light—real or artificial.

Two very interesting members of
the family are found in Australia,
and have long been popular as pets,
though they are never cheap to buy.
They are the Stump-tailed Lizard and
the Blue-tongued Lizard.

The Stump-tail, TRACHYSAURUS
RUGOSUS, has been called the‘“two-
headed lizard” because its tail is
broad and flattened as is its head,
and at a distance it does rather look
as if the creature possessed two
heads at opposite ends of the body.
This lizard was discovered long be-
fore Australia was properly known,
by the buccaneer William Dampier,
who remarked, “I never did see such
ugly creatures anywhere but here.”

In spite of its unprepossessing ap-
pearance the Stump-tail makes a

good pet, being very gentle and
tractable, and never attempts to
wriggle from one’s hand when picked
up, but will lie quiet and feed from
the fingers. Its range of diet is
wide, and it will eat raw meat and
fruit as well as grasshoppers, and
other insects, snails and slugs, etc.

This lizard, and also the Blue-
tongued, should be kept in a mod-
erately heated vivarium during the
colder months, the bottom of which
should be covered with sand or gravel.
It is about a foot in length, and
covered with very rough scales on
the upper surface, making it look
like a pine cone. The color is brownish
and yellowish.

The Blue-tongued Lizard, TILI-
QUA SCINCOIDES, is a large
species, growing to about 20 inches
in length, and lives very well in con-
finement. Like the Stump-tail, it has
often bred in captivity, and is vivi-
parous, giving birth to a number of
young at a time. These may be
reared on minced meat, insects, ete.

This lizard is a native of Australia
and Tasmania, and is smooth-scaled,
buff in ground color, marked with
broad brown bands across the back.
It loves to lie on a sunny path, and
when approached opens its mouth

Ross Allen’s Reptile Institute

Publications

KEEP THEM ALIVE! By Allen & Neill. How to keep snakes, lizards,
turtles, alligators, crocodiles. Food chart, treatment of diseases, handl-
ing, cages, etc. Glossy cover, illustrations. Retails for 7 C

PER DOZEN

HOW TO PRESERVE REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS. By Neill. Full
instructions. How to preserve specimens in alcohol or formaldehyde,
for shows, exhibits, study, etc. Illustrated booklet. Retails for 50c

PER DOZEN

Unusual Reptile Curios

RATTLESNAKE CURIO SET. Includes rattles, vertebra, snake skin,
poison fang, rib, picture of diamond-back rattlesnake, and drawing of

snake’s head to show poison apparatus. Mounted in box.

Retails for
PER DOZEN

*1.00

DRIED SNAKE HEADS. Well-preserved heads of poisonous snakes
(rattlers, cottonmouth, copperhead) with open mouth, showing fangs,
teeth, etc. Also harmless snake heads for comparison. Fine for exhibits.

PER DOZEN. (specify kinds wanted)

ALSO REPTILE COLLECTORS’ EQUIPMENT, SNAKE-BITE KITS,
NATURE BOOKS, CAGES, ETC. WRITE FOR INFORMATION OR

TELEPHONE 369.

SILVER SPRINGS, FLORIDA
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and shows its curious dark blue
tongue. It looks somewhat forbidding
in this attitude, but it is perfectly
harmless. Australians call it the
“Goanna.” It is very fond of fruit,
and sometimes raids strawberry beds.

The Fancy Mouse

(Continued from Page 78)

seeds are mixed into the hay, the
mice will have to work through to
reach their food, and in the process
much useful natural grooming takes
place.

In the case of white mice, a dust-
ing with baby magnesia the day be-
fore dispatch will help to clean the
coat. Allow the powder to work into
the coat and then put the mice back
into their preparation box. The pow-
der will then work out in due course
after having done its job.

When packing mice ready for dis-
patch to a show, make perfectly cer-
tain that everything is well aired—
cage, hay and the sawdust which
covers the floor of the cage. And
here again, it is a great advantage to
wash the hay, and under mno circum-
stances should the hay be packed
tightly into the cage, for if the mice
sweat all the preparation given will
have been wasted.

When sending to a show be very
careful to place sufficient food in
the cages to last the journey, but
under no circumstances should soft
food be given as coats are liable to
be spoilt. Show managements in the
British Isles are expected to feed all
stock with moist food for the return
journey, and where possible, to give
fresh hay.

When exhibits reach home after a
show these should be placed in a
clean box, well fed, and after a few
hours each mouse should be thor-
oughly dusted with an effective in-
sect powder. This should be repeated
the second day, and then all should
be well. The precaution is advisable
in case on the journeys, or at the
show, some unwanted ‘visitors’ have
been met. Normally mice are very
clean animals, but if the possibility
of fleas is not guarded against, some
trouble can be caused.

All show mice must be perfectly
tractable. They should be handled
each day from quite an early age. A
mouse that is timid will not show off
to best advantage when handled by
a judge. But it is not advisable to
handle the show mouse for a day or
two prior to a show. The natural
‘bloom’ should be left undisturbed.
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Dairy Goats

variety of human ills. It is used in
many sanitariums and hospitals. It
more closgly resembles human
mothers’ milk than that from the
cow, and is widely used in infant
feeding. Many are the invalids, ulcer
sufferers and neurotics who have been
benefited by drinking it. Goats have
never been known to have tubercu-
losis. Their milk requires no pas-
teurization, so none of its precious
vitamins are lost.

All in all, the average pet keeper
who has a bit of spare land would do
well to consider the advantages of
goat-keeping. But before you buy,
be sure your interest is genuine.
Their selling price is too high to in-
vest in them on the spur of the mo-
ment. Visit a breeder, if at all pos-
sible, taste the milk, learn all that
you can about goats, then make your
decision. Secretly, we hope you’ll de-
cide to try goats. And we hope you
may learn to love them as we do!

African Rats

By Science Service

WASHINGTON — Looking some-
what like undernourished porcu-
pines, two strange, shy African rats
have come to the National Zoo-
logical Park here. Their technical
name is Lophiomus—meaning giant
crested spiny-haired rat; their home,
the .British protectorate of Uganda
in East Africa. Strictly vegetarians,
and believed by Dr. William Mann,
director of the national zoo, to be
in a rodent family all to themselves,
the animal newcomers may be the
first of their breed ever to have
reached the United States.

Questions and Answers

Q. What is the best
mice ?

A. A common female cat.

Q. How much credit is it advisable
to allow in a store?

A. None. Time payments only by
arrangement in the form of a written
agreement.

Q. What is the best contraption for
catching pigeons in the pen or when
at iarge in the store room?

A. A crab net.

antidote for

CORRECTION

In the April issue, in the article SO YOU
WANT A PET SKUNK?, a misstatement
occurred which should be corrected. The copy
states that a skunk arriving at its new home
should not be picked up the first few times
by its tail. The opposite was intended; a
skunk SHOULD be picked up by its tail in
the beginning. This is to protect the owner.
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For Selling and Buying Pets
1 time 7c word: 3 times 6c word; ¢ times
6c word: 12 times 4c word.
Details on page four.

BOOKS

BOOKS ON ALL breeds of dogs, cats rab-
bits, birds, pigeons, poultry, bantams, water-
fowl, farm animals, ~hunting fishing, flor-
iculture, agriculture, etc. Catalogue free.
Morgan’s, London, Canada. may-1-1002

POSITION WANTED

A A A A A A A A A AN A A AN AN

POSITION WANTED with Pet Shop own-
er to learn business. Salary no object pro-
viding food and lodging are furnished. Mid-
dle age man, single. R. C. Wisler, Topton,
Pa. june-1-3684

A A A A A A A A AN AAAANAANANANANNANANNNN

SUPPLIES

A A A A A A A A A A A A AN
FREE LEAFLET on pet cuts for your
printing needs, $1.85 each. All-Pets Adv.
Dept., P. O. Box 151, Fond du Lac, Wis. tf
A A A A A A A A A A AN AAAAAAAAAAANANANA
WANTED ;

MICE AND RATS

WHITE MICE. Albert Jurack, Arkdale,
‘Wis. sept-1-6081

SR A S e A R R e
FOR SALE
MICE AND RATS
A A A A A A A A A A AN
FOR SALE. Laboratory and breeding stock

in white rats and white mice. K Poultry
Farm, Armada, Mich. feb-2-12618

A NEW BOOK: The Fancy Mouse by A.
C. Jude $1.65. Well illustrated. Another good
book is Mice Book for the hobbyist. Exhibitor
and Scientists by J. Wood. A practical guide
to their breeding and management. 76c. All
Pets Book Dept., Fond du Lac, Wis. tf

PURE BRED white mice, white rats, waltz-
ing mice, 60 varieties fancy mice, fancy rats,
golden hamsters, deer mice, mouse houses
and wheels. Stamp appreciated. White An-
imal Farm, Pine Point, Maine. nov-1-128841

FANCY MICE, English reds, rare red and
white, creams, black and white, whites, $1.00
pr. Claude Johnson, Fort Atkinson, Wis.

sept-1-16006

MICE, white, colored, breeding stock.
Drinking devices. Crown Hamstery, 1556 S.
7th St., St. Louis 4, Mo. may-1-1911

WHITE RATS — Breeder and Laboratory
Stock. Write for free Illustrated Folder No.
51. Grants Pet Shops, 1218 Conn. Lawrence,
Kansas. 5 apr-2-12069

SWISS MICE, 10 colors, $3.50 doz. Waltzers
$1.50 pr. White rats $6 doz. Raccoon cubs
$8.50. Boa constrictors, 6 ft. $12. Half cash,
balance C.0.D. Live delivery guaranteed.
Ray Singleton, Rattlesnake, Fla. may-1-1712

COLORED Mice plates 35c. Shows 10 pop-
ular varieties with descriptions. 40 Questions
and answers on reverse side tell all about
breeding, feeding, care, etc. Dealers wanted.
All-Pets Book Dept., P.O. Box 151, Fond du
Lac, Wis. tf

A A A A A A A A A AN AN AN AN
WANTED
BIRDS AND ANIMALS
A A A A A A A A A A A A A AN AAAAAAAA

WANTED: Birds and small animals for
pets, description and price in first letter
please. Flinchpaugh Pet Shop, 603 So. 8th
Street, St. Joseph, Mo. oct-1-128421

WANTED. Small animals and birds for
pets. Send price and description in first
letter. Steffen’s Pet Shop, 507 Adrian St.,
Waterloo, Iowa. sept-1-6066

WANTED: Mandarin duck, Impeyan, Blue-
Eared Manchurian hatching eggs. Price,
guarantee, quantity first letter. Schneider,
5113 Acacia, San Gabriel, California.

may-1-1041

BIRDS AND ANIMALS. Please write Chil-
drens Pet Shop, 1572 E. 8th St., Chico, Butte
Co., Calif. may-1-1001

FOR SALE
BIRDS AND ANIMALS

FOR SALE. Canaries, Parrakeets, Parrots,
Monkeys, White Rats, Mice, Pigeons, Ban-
tams, kittens, puppies. Write us your needs.
Flinchpaugh's Pet Shop, 603 S. 8th St., St.
Joseph, Mo. oct-1-128421

SEALS OR SEA LIONS, trained or wild,
ready now. Seals trained on order for dry
or water act. Trapper-trainer Homer F.
Snow, Snow’s Sealitorium, 1538 Golden Ave.,
Hermosa Beach, Calif. may-1-3045

FOR SALE. Goldfish, small animals, birds
for pets. Feed and supplies. Write your needs.
Steffen’s Pet Shop, 507 Adrian St., Water-
loo, Iowa. sept-1-6066

PET ARMADILLOS. Armadillo baskets.
Apelt Armadillo Farm, Comfort, Texas.
mar-2-12234

CHASE WILD ANIMAL Farm offers do-
mestic and imported wild animals, birds, and
reptiles. For complete details write to Chase
Wiid Animal Farm, Egypt, Mass. may-1-122511

SO. AMERICAN swamp beaver, ‘“Nutria”,
vegetarians, most profitable fur bearing an-
imal, 15 to 25 youngsters per year. Raise
like rabbits. John Husar, Watervliet, Mich.

july-1-3693

DESCENTED baby skunks, about 8 weeks
old and weaned. Send your order now to be
assured of delivery in June or July. $22.50
each. Lou’s Garm Farm, 1281 Highway 99
North, Eugene, Oregon. may-1-1132

HORNED OWLS, long haired Peruvian
cavies, porcupines, chipmunks, giant chin-
chilla rabbits. August Lindemann, R. 1,
Catskill, N. Y. may-1-1911

BABY SKUNKS, healthy, lovable. Also
small California animals. Shipped by . air
C.0.D. Write for prices, no catalog furnished.
Tamalbrae Kennels, 4018 Du Pont Rd., Se-
bastopol, Calif. may-1-1281

6 RHESUS monkeys $25 ea; 1 Indian hill
mongoose $75. Cobras later. F.OB. Harvey’s
Reptile Garden, Wall, S. Dak. may-1-1551

TINY BABY monkeys, various breeds, wear
clothes, take baths, walk on leash, do mnot
bite, real pals, $75.00. Double yellow head
parrots, healthy, beautiful birds, $35.00. Reg-
istered French Alpine goats, 7 to 9 qt. stock.
Year old black and white hornless billy
$50.00, 3 mon. old hornless nanny $50.00.
Nina Button, P.O. Box 113, Solana Beach,
Calif. may-1-1993

FOR PROFITS and pleasure famous Chin-
chillas will please you, your business will
please us. Stoneman’s Famous Chinchillas,
Box 910, Chicago 90, Ill. jan-2-126501

A A A A A A A A A A A AN AAAAAAA
THE MART

A A A A A A A A AN AN AAAAAAAAAAANAANNANA

MAILING LIST of 250 pet shops with ad-
dresses. $5.00 postpaid. J. Longbrake, 5976
Gifford, Cleveland 9, Ohio. may-1-1631

RAG DOLLS, plush teddy bears, cute shell
dolls. Mrs. Frank Neill, R. 8, Box 222, Tyler,
Texas. may-1-1911

WOOD AND Shell Craft. Free illustrated
folder. Expressive gifts year-a-round. Kaw
Kraft, 1218 Conn., Lawrence, Kans.

jan-2-120201

GLADIOLUS BULBS, several named kinds,
$4 hundred. Cyril Menges, Box 95, Watson-
town, Pa. mar-2-12426
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