
In ~cl:ommendation of White Rats 
· ' By JOYA DICKMAN 

DESPITE mu<i.h · public opihion to 

1 the ·contrary, a healthy bred, 
home-raised white rat makes a very 
sati;factory pet, with a minimum of 
trouble and muss, provided its diet 
and living quarters are right. 

I have found them to be clean .in 
their habits, quick to learn their 
nam~, and to identify different 
people aJld show recognition and af
fection. Ther have independence, 
optimisn- :>nd a sense of h!:mor. Hsts 
that are given kindly, personal at
tention each day give grateful re
sponse to this treatment. They will 
not in the ;cast mind being handled, 
will even come when you call and 
will e..,-ince great pleasure in having a 
frolic about with their owner in the 
spirit of play. A bit of string trailed 
along the floor in the same manner 
as would intrigue a kitten will also 
spell fun to a rat. They like to run 
in and out of improvised tunnels or 
paper bags, and will sometimes sport 
about with a small rubber ball. But 

, 

they must be shown these things and 
encouraged when young, as the older 
rats are less frivilously inclined. 

There is almost as much difference 
in personality among these little ani
mals as there is among people. It is 
a mistake to believe that because 

. your. experience . with· one has been 
unsatisfactory that any to follow will 
be equally discouraging. Out of thirty 
rats that I have owned there were 
only two that could actually be called 
"cussed," and I attributed this to the 
fact that I had bought them at too 
advanced an age and to the possi
bility of their former owner's mis
handling them. These were excep
tional cases, however, and one is not 
obliged to keep a bad-tempered rat. 

I have had numerous pets in my 
time and most all of them were tried 
in apartment-house life. After going 
right down the line from monkeys, 
dogs, cats, canaries and ferrets, to 
rats-I was forced to ad¢it that the 
latter gave me the least trouble and 
were for the smallest amount of 
money the most fun. An excellent 
feature about them is that you need 
never give up a week-end trip on the 
excu'ie that this pet of yours has to 
bt! nursed along at home. \Vith the 
comparat ively small amount of fco<l. 
and drink that they consume it is a 
simple matter to stock them up suf
ficiently to last for two or three days, 
and if you follow my suggestion at 
the end of this article on the ideal 
type of cage you will find on your re
turn that they have kept themselves 
fairly clean. 

I do not suggest that a pet rat be 
allowed the run of the house unless 
you are prepared for trouble, because 
of course they gnaw with a vengeance, 
and will steal anything from the cup
board that is available. When you 
wish to allow him freedom Jt is best 
to have a place closed off where there 
is nothing at hand which he may 
damage by gnawing. He will hugely 
enjoy a run outside on the lawn 
should you possess one. But when 

this exercise ia over he should be put 
,back into hia cage so that he will , . ,.
learn his rightful place, and the extent 
of his privileges. · . · ·: 

The rat indoors should have hill 
cage somewhere where he can be ob- ~ 
served and where he is in the presence 
of the family. In this way he takes 
an interest in what is going on and -
gains full confidence in his protectors. : · 
He must be kept out of draughts, and 
be given clean bedding whenever this 
becomes dusty or stained with what- < 

ever he may have chosen to eat there. L
( Rats, like some people, love to eat 
in bed!) 

Many people object to rats ma inly, 
if not wholly, on account of their 
long hairless tails. It is a simple 
matter to remove the cause of this 
objection by taking the baby when it 
is about three days old and snipping 
off the tail with a sharp, sterilized 
pair of scissors. Apply an astringent 
to stop bleeding, follow by a few 
drops of Merchurochrome and the 
operation is' over. This heals in 
about two weeks and when the baby 
grows hair the stub of tail is almost 
entirely lost in the little puff of white .-
fur. I have found that this procedure 
seems actually to benefi ~ the young-
sters. The nourishment that would 
otherwise be taken up by the tail is 
absorbed by the body and they appear 
much more robust than yo ung babies 
with tails retained. 

If you are th inking of getting a ra t, 
I would suggest your buying a bred 
female and raising your own first 
litter. Later, when they are about 
21 days old you can select the best 
from the lot and sell or give away L-.. 
the others. The advantage is that you 
will have a better and healthier stock 
to choose from, and they will be 
entirely tame. 

The mother carries her children for 
from 21 to 23 days. When she is 
within about 24 hours of labor she 
will begin to arrange her bed. I 
definitely do not advise cloths as IDA

terial for this at such a time since 
the babies will bec_ome lost in the 
folds of it and fail to nurse when they 
should. 

(To be Co7teludul.) 
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f'OR BEDDING, I tear up a news-· 
paper irtto a size of about 2" x 

2• as the *.1other, in hovering over 
the babies, i~ quite capable of keeping 
them warm herself. She will have, 
as a rule, about 8 in her litter,-all 
born hairless . and .. wit!} cloi;ed eyes. 
Their skin is so thin that y0ou caD 
practically see· every organ in their 
bodies. With the exception of the 
tail operation (on the third day) one 
sho~!d not handle the babies until 
they are nearly weaned because it 
makes the mother nervous and irri
table and disturbs their nursing. The 
cage must be kept closed for if given 
an opportunity the mother will try to 
carry the you11g away to some dark 
comer and hide them. It is best to 
cover half the cage on the outside 
with ~ cloth or newspaper. This will 
insure a certain amount of darkness 
and privacy. 

In two weeks the hair will come 
out on the babies and during the 
eleventh and twelfth days the eyes 
will begin to open. Weaning takes 
place in about 21 days but they will 
learn to eat considerably before th~y 
understand the principle of lapping 
from a saucer. 

;_.....lt was a king time before I under
/ stood that you cannot feed a rat 

\ 
cooked meat and vegetabies, and 
everything from a dinner table with

; out bad results. Do this and they 
/ will acquire a tenacious sort of itch 
\!hat looks like poisoned oak. It will 
aevelop first on their ears and then 
about the root of the tail. They will 
scratch at it all day long, until their 
fur begins to fall out. Kur-mange 
will help abate it, but a radical change 
of diet is vital to complete the cure. 
The main part of their meals should 
be grai,n (wheat, corn, sunflower seed, 
etc.) milk, a little fresh fruit, lettuce 
or different kinds of raw vegetables 
in small quantities (they will soon 
indicate their preference) and some
times they appear to like nuts. Con
trary to popular belief, rats should 
not be fed cheese. This is hard for 
them to dig.est and will not be found 
of any benefit. They love water
melon, and will often drink chocolate• 
or tomato juice. Adherence to a diet: 
of this sort will keep them in excel-: 
lent health, and whatever small~· 
amount of scratching they do will not~ 
indicat.? that anything is wrong, for1 
much of it is in the nature of "preen
ing." If, at times, the bowels are 

too loose the assumption is that you 
are giving too much fruit or vege
tables. Remember to keep a strict 
watch on the ears for the red, raised 
places that provoke constant scratch
ing and take it in hand at once if it 
develops. 

Anyone who does not know how 
properly to cage a rat will find their 
odor objectionable. I have kept them 
in everything from cigar boxes to 
bird cages, b'..!t none of these were 
satisfactory. The best thh~g to do 
is purchase an amount of galvanized 
~ • mesh wire · and make the entire 
cage of this, including the floor. (Im
portant: the floor strip must be 
raised up one inch from the bottom 
of the cage walls. This primary fea
ture permits the droppings to fall 
thru and keep the rat's feet perfectly 
dry.) Underneath the cage put some 
kind of a shallow pan and line with 
newspapers or sawdust. The sa'7'dust 
makes an almost complete deodorant. 
For bedding you may put some scraps 
of cloth or use, as ~fore mentioned, 
bits of newspaper. In warm weather 
rats appear to prefer the latter. Two 
drinking dishes are advis:~ble-parti

cularly if you are out of the house all 
day and wish to leave a good supply 
of milk or water. For these, I fi.nd 
m~ aluminum ladle 
spoons, not very large but deep. The 
handles of these may be bent double 
backwards and hooked into the wire 
in the side of the cage and made 
stationary. 

In washing the cage (it is advis
able to do this once a week) you will 
find it easy to scald and dry witho ·:t 
fear of rust. You will notice that 
rats soon learn not to wet their beds 
and will always go to one comer to 
Jeava waste. You may wash the rats 
themselves once a week also. Warm 
water, soap, and a couple of drops of 
Lysol will do an excellent job. Be 
careful to keep the suds out of their 
eyes and ears. Rinse well and dry 
thoroughi;~. Scrne :-::.ts have abso
lutely no objection to a bath. Others 
scramble a bit. 


